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Vestries Act 1831
1831 CHAPTER 60 1 and 2 Will 4

An Act for the better Regulation of Vestries, and for the Appointment of Auditors of
Accounts, in certain Parishes of England and Wales. [20th October 1831]

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Short title given by Short Titles Act 1896 (c. 14)
C2 Act repealed by Metropolis Management Act 1855 (c. 120), s. 1 so far as regards any parish mentioned

in Sch. (A.) or (B.) to that Act and repealed (except s. 39) by Local Government Act 1894 (c. 73), Sch.
2 so far as relates to parish meetings under that Act.

C3 References to rate for relief of the poor, except in application of the Act to the City of London and
Temples, to be construed as references to general rate by virtue of General Rate Act 1967 (c. 9) s.
116(2)

C4 Preamble omitted under authority of Statute Law Revision (No. 2) Act 1890 (c. 51)

Commencement Information
I1 Act wholly in force at Royal Assent

[1. ] Act may be adopted by any parish.

This Act and the several provisions thereof shall apply to and may be adopted, under
and subject to the regulations herein contained, by any parish or parishes in England
and Wales.

2 Manner of adopting it in parishes where inhabitants do not assemble in open
vestry.

When in any parish certain of the ratepayers thereof may desire that the said parish
should come under the operation of this Act, then and in that case any number of
ratepayers amounting at least to one fifth of the ratepayers of such parish, or any
number of ratepayers amounting at least to fifty parishioners, may, on some day
between the first day of December and the first day of March, deliver a requisition
by them signed, and describing their places of residence, to the churchwardens, or
to one of them, serving for the said parish, requiring of the said churchwardens to
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ascertain according to the manner hereinafter mentioned whether or not a majority of
the ratepayers of the said parish do wish and require that this Act and the provisions
thereof should be adopted therein; and which requisition may be in the form or to the
tenor and effect following; (that is to say,)

Form of requisition.

’To the Churchwardens of the Parish of [insert here thename of the parish].

We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, being ratepayers resident in the said parish,
and respectively rated or assessed to the relief of the poor thereof, do hereby require
you the said churchwardens to ascertain and determine the adoption or non-adoption
of an Act of the second year of the reign of King William the Fourth, chapter , intituled
“An Act” [here insert the title of the Act].

Dated this day of in the year of our Lord .’

3 Upon receipt of requisition, churchwarden to give notice of time and place for
receiving votes.

The said churchwardens of the said parish shall on the first Sunday in the month of
March next after the receipt of such requisition affix or cause to be affixed a notice to
the principal doors of every church and chapel within the said parish, specifying some
day, not earlier than ten days and not later than twenty-one days after such Sunday,
and at what place or places within the said parish the ratepayers are required to signify
their votes for or against the adoption of this Act; which votes shall be received on
three successive days, commencing at eight of the clock in the forenoon and ending
at four of the clock in the afternoon of each day; and the said notice shall be to the
following effect:

Form of notice.

’The churchwardens of this parish [insert here the name of the parish] having received
a requisition duly signed according to the provisions of an Act of the second year
of the reign of William the Fourth, chapter , for the better regulation of vestries, the
ratepayers of this parish of [insert here the name of the parish] are hereby required, all
and each of them, on the day of next, and the two following days, to signify to the said
churchwardens by a declaration, either printed or written, or partly printed or partly
written, addressed and delivered to one of the churchwardens at [insert here the place],
their votes for or against the adoption of the aforesaid Act for the better regulation of
vestries by the ratepayers of this parish. (Signed) Churchwardens.’

4 Form of declaration.

The said declaration shall be to the following effect:

’I A.B., of Street [or, place or house] in this parish of , vote [for or against, as the case
may be,] the adoption of the Act of the second year of the reign of William the Fourth,
chapter , for the better regulation of vestries, by this parish.’

5 Churchwardens to declare whether the votes are in favour of adopting Act.

The said churchwardens shall carefully examine the votes to them delivered as
aforesaid, and shall compare them with the last rate made for the relief of the poor of
the said parish, and shall be empowered to call before them and examine any parish
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officer touching the said votes, or any ratepayer so giving his vote, and, after a full and
fair summing-up of the said votes, shall, by public notice according to the form and
manner hereinafter prescribed, declare whether or not two thirds of the votes given
have been given in favour of the adoption of the said Act: Provided always, that the
whole number of persons voting shall be a clear majority of the ratepayers of the
parish: Provided also, that the adoption or non-adoption of this Act shall be decided
by such number of votes as aforesaid.

6 Ratepayers may inspect votes.

Provided always, that any of the ratepayers of the aforesaid parish, not exceeding
five together, may inspect, at or in the vestry room, or in some convenient place
within the same parish, and they are hereby empowered to inspect, the votes so given
for and against the adoption of this Act, at all seasonable times within one month
after such notice shall have been given; and the churchwardens of the said parish are
hereby required carefully to preserve the said votes, and freely to permit and allow the
examination thereof by the aforesaid ratepayers of the said parish at such seasonable
times within the period aforesaid.

7 No person to vote unless he has been rated one year.

Provided always, that no person shall be deemed a ratepayer, or be entitled to vote, or
do any other act, matter, or thing, as such, under the provisions of this Act, unless he
or she shall have been rated to the relief of the poor for the whole year immediately
preceding his so voting or otherwise acting as such ratepayer, and shall have paid
all the parochial rates, taxes, and assessments due from him or her at the time of so
voting or acting, except such as have been made or become due within the six months
immediately preceding such voting.

8 Notice of adoption of the Act.

Notice of the adoption of this Act by any parish shall be forthwith given by the
churchwardens for the time being of the said parish in the London Gazette, and in one
or more of the public newspapers circulating in the county in which the said parish
may be situated, and by affixing a notice of the same to the principal doors of every
church and chapel within the said parish; which notice shall be to the following effect:

’Parish of [here insert the name of parish].

Notice is hereby given, that the above-named parish has adopted the Act of the second
year of the reign of King William the Fourth, chapter , intituled “An Act” [here insert
the title of the Act]; and that the numbers of the majority and minority of votes given
for and against the adoption of the said Act are as follows; that is to say, votes for the
adoption thereof, and votes against the adoption thereof.Dated this day of, in the year
of our Lord.(Signed) churchwardens.’

9 No similar requisition to be made within three years.

Provided always, that if the ratepayers shall determine, in the manner as aforesaid,
against the adoption of this Act, then and in that case it shall not be lawful to make
another requisition for the same purposes within three years after such determination.
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10 This Act to take effect in all parishes in which its adoption has been notified.

In any parish in which public notice of the adoption of this Act in the manner as
aforesaid shall be so made and given, this Act shall immediately become the law for
electing vestrymen and auditors of accounts of the said parish in manner herein-after
mentioned.

11 Penalties on churchwardens and others refusing to call meetings &c.

If any churchwarden, rate-collector, overseer, or other parish officer shall refuse to
call meetings according to the provisions of this Act, or shall refuse or neglect to make
and give the declarations and notices directed to be made and given by this Act, or
to receive the vote of any ratepayer as aforesaid, or shall in any manner whatsoever
alter, falsify, conceal, or suppress any vote or votes as aforesaid, such churchwarden,
rate-collector, overseer, or other parish officer shall be deemed and taken to be guilty
of a misdemeanor.

12 Notice to be given of annual election of vestrymen and auditors.

On some Sunday, at least twenty-one days previously to the day of annual election of
vestrymen, notice of election pursuant to this Act, signed by the churchwardens, shall
be affixed to the principal doors of every church and chapel of the said parish, and at
other usual places, in the following terms:

’Parish of [here insert name of parish].

The parishioners duly qualified according to the provisions of the Act of the second
year of the reign of King William the Fourth, intituled “An Act” [here insert the title of
the Act], are hereby required to meet at , on the day of , conformably to the provisions
of the said Act, and then and there to consider of and elect fit and proper persons to be
vestrymen and auditors of accounts of the parish of for the ensuing year; that is to say,

members of the vestry.

auditors of accounts.’

13 Rate-collectors may be summoned to assist at the election.

The churchwardens may summon the rate-collectors to attend them on the said day
of annual election, in order to assist them in ascertaining that the persons presenting
themselves to vote are parishioners rated to the relief of the poor of the said parish,
and duly qualified to vote at the said election.

14 Form of proceeding at annual elections.

On the day of annual election for vestrymen and auditors in any parish adopting this
Act, each parishioner then rated, and having been rated to the relief of the poor one
year, desirous of voting, do meet at the place appointed for such election, then and
there to nominate eight ratepayers of the said parish as fit and proper persons to be
inspectors of votes, four of such eight to be nominated by the churchwardens, and
the other four to be nominated by the meeting; and after such nomination the said
parishioners shall elect such parishioners duly qualified as may be there proposed for
the offices of vestrymen and auditors; and the chairman shall at such meeting declare
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the names of the parishioners who have been elected by a majority of votes at such
meeting.

15 A ballot may be demanded.

Provided always, that any five ratepayers may then and there, in writing or otherwise,
demand a poll, which shall be taken by ballot, each ratepayer delivering to the
aforesaid inspectors two folded papers, one of which papers shall contain the names
of the persons for whom such parishioner may vote as fit and proper to be members
of the vestry, and the other shall contain the names of the persons for whom such
parishioner may vote as fit and proper to be auditors of accounts: Provided always,
that each ratepayer shall have one vote and no more for the members of the vestry,
and one vote and no more for the auditors of accounts to be chosen in the said parish.

16 Mode of voting.

The inspectors of votes shall deposit the said folded lists, without previously opening
the same, in two separate sets of balloting glasses or boxes, one set for the vestry lists,
and another for the auditors lists; and the said balloting glasses or boxes shall be closed
at the time fixed for the termination of the voting, that is, at four of the clock of the
afternoon of the last day of election.

17 Duty of inspectors.

After the close of the said ballot the aforesaid inspectors shall proceed to examine the
said votes, and if necessary shall continue the examination by adjournments from day
to day, not exceeding four days, Sunday excepted, until they shall have decided upon
the persons, duly qualified according to the provisions of this Act, who may have been
chosen to fill the aforesaid offices.

18 In case of equality of votes.

If any equality of votes should appear to the aforesaid inspectors to be given for any
two or more persons to fill any or either of the said offices, in that case the inspectors
shall decide by lot upon the person or persons so to be chosen.

19 Penalty for forging or falsifying any voting list or obstructing the election.

If any person do forge or in any way falsify any name or writing in any paper or list
purporting to contain the vote or votes of any parishioner as aforesaid so voting for
vestrymen or auditors, or do by any contrivance attempt to obstruct or prevent the
purposes of such mode of election, the persons so offending shall, upon information
laid, and conviction before any two or more justices of the peace having jurisdiction in
the parish so adopting this Act, be liable to a penalty of not less than ten and not more
than fifty pounds, and in default of payment thereof shall be imprisoned for a term not
exceeding six nor less than three months; and any fine so levied shall be given, half to
the informer who shall have informed against the person so offending, and the other
half to the poor of the parish in which the said offence shall have been committed.
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20 Public notice to be given of vestrymen and auditors chosen by parishioners.

The aforesaid inspectors shall, immediately after they shall have decided upon whom
the aforesaid elections have fallen, deliver to the churchwardens, or to one of them,
serving for the parish so adopting this Act, a list of the persons chosen by the
parishioners to act as vestrymen and auditors of accounts; and the said list, or a copy
thereof, shall be affixed to the doors of the churches and chapels or other places chosen
for the purposes of public notice in the said parish.

21 Penalty on inspectors making incorrect returns.

If any inspector as aforesaid shall wilfully make or cause to be made an incorrect
return of the said votes, every such offender shall, upon information laid by any person
before two or more justices of the peace having jurisdiction in the said parish, and
upon conviction for such offence, be liable to a penalty of not less than twenty-five
pounds and not exceeding fifty pounds.

22 Elections to be annual.

In all parishes adopting this Act the meeting of parishioners for the election of the
vestrymen and auditors of accounts by the parishioners shall take place in the month of
May in every year: Provided always, that when a ballot is demanded at such election
the same shall commence on the following day, and continue for three successive
days, commencing at eight of the clock of the forenoon and closing at four of the
clock in the afternoon of each day: Provided also, that the day on which such elections
shall commence shall in the first instance be appointed by the churchwardens of the
parish adopting this Act, but in every subsequent year shall be appointed by the vestry:
Provided always, that when by reason of the populousness of any parish the said parish
shall have been or shall be divided into districts for ecclesiastical or other purposes,
then and in that case the said votes shall be taken, according to the aforesaid mode of
election, in some convenient place, at the discretion of the churchwardens, in each of
the several districts of the said parish.

23 Vestry to consist of not less than 12 nor more than 120 householders.

In all parishes adopting this Act the vestry appointed and elected as herein-before
mentioned shall, when the said Act shall come into full effect, consist of a certain
number of resident householders; that is to say, twelve vestrymen for every parish
in which the number of rated householders shall not exceed one thousand; and
twelve other additional vestrymen, that is twenty-four vestrymen, for every parish in
which the rated householders shall exceed one thousand; and twelve other additional
vestrymen, that is thirty-six vestrymen, for every parish in which the number of
rated householders shall exceed two thousand; and so on at the proportion of twelve
additional vestrymen for every thousand rated householders: Provided always, that
in no case the number of vestrymen shall exceed one hundred and twenty: Provided
always, that in any parish wherein a greater number of vestrymen are given by special
Act of Parliament than the proportions aforesaid will amount to, that then the number
of vestrymen shall remain the same as given by such Act of Parliament; and provided
always, that the rector, district rectors, vicar, perpetual curate, and churchwardens
of the said parish shall constitute a part of the said vestry, and shall vote therein, in
addition to the vestrymen as aforesaid elected under this Act: Provided always, that
no more than one such rector or other such minister as aforesaid, from any one parish
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or ecclesiastical district as aforesaid, shall ex officio be a part of or vote at any vestry
meeting.

24 Proportion of existing vestry to go out of office at each three first elections under
this Act.

At the first election for vestrymen after the adoption of this Act in any parish one third
of the then existing vestry, or the nearest number thereto, but not exceeding the same,
shall retire from office (such portion to be determined by lot), and the parishioners
duly qualified shall elect a number of vestrymen equal to one third of the vestry to be
chosen according to the provisions of this Act; and on the next ensuing annual election
for vestrymen one half, or as nearly as may be one half of the remaining part of the
first aforesaid vestry shall retire from office (such portion to be determined by lot),
and the parishioners duly qualified shall again elect a number of vestrymen equal to
one third of the vestry to be chosen according to the provisions of this Act; and on the
next, that is to say, the third annual election for vestrymen, the last remaining portion
of the vestry as aforesaid shall retire from office, and the parishioners duly qualified
shall elect vestrymen in like manner and number as at the two preceding elections, so
as to fill up the vestry to the exact number of vestrymen prescribed by this Act.

25 Subsequent vestrymen to quit office after three years, and one third of whole
number to be elected annually.

At every subsequent annual election those vestrymen who have been three years in
office shall go out of office, and the parishioners shall elect, according to the provisions
of this Act, other vestrymen, to the number of one third of the total number of which
such vestry shall consist, as also fill up any vacancies which may have occurred from
death or other causes: Provided always, that any or all of the vestrymen so going out
by rotation may be immediately eligible for re-election.

26 Qualifications of vestrymen.

The vestry elected under this Act in any parish not within the metropolitan police
district or the city of London shall consist of resident householders rated or assessed
to the relief of the poor upon a rental of not less than ten pounds; and no person shall
be capable of acting as one of the said vestry unless he shall be the occupier of a
house, lands, tenements, or hereditaments, rated or assessed upon the afore-mentioned
amount of rental within the parish for which he is to serve: Provided always, that if
the parish adopting this Act should be within the metropolitan police district or the
city of London, or if the resident householders therein should amount to more than
three thousand, then and in that case the vestry elected under this Act shall consist of
resident householders rated or assessed to the relief of the poor of such parish upon a
rental of not less than forty pounds per annum.

27 Vestries appointed after the adoption of this Act to exercise the authority of
former vestries.

From and after the adoption of this Act in any parish the vestry shall exercise the
powers and privileges held by any vestry now existing in such parish, and the authority
of such vestry may be pleaded before any justice or justices of the peace, or in any court
of law, in regard to all parochial property, or moneys due, or holdings or contracts, or
other documents of the like nature, formerly under the control or in the keeping of the
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said vestry of the said parish; and all parish officers or boards shall account to them in
like manner as they have accounted to the said vestry: Provided always, that nothing
in this Act shall be deemed, construed, or taken to repeal, alter, or invalidate any local
Act for the government of any parish by vestries, or for the management of the poor
by any board of directors and guardians, or for the due provision for divine worship
within the parish, and the maintenance of the clergy officiating therein, otherwise than
is by this Act expressly enacted regarding the election of vestrymen and auditors of
accounts.

28 The Acts of a quorum of the vestry at any meeting to be considered as the Acts
of the Vestry.

All powers or duties to be performed by the vestry of any parish adopting this Act may
be exercised and performed respectively by the major part of such vestry assembled at
any meeting, there not being less than five vestrymen present at a meeting of a vestry
which consists of twelve or more elected vestrymen and not exceeding twenty-three,
and not being less than seven vestrymen present at a meeting of a vestry which consists
of twenty-four or more elected vestrymen and not exceeding thirty-five, and not being
less than nine vestrymen present at a meeting of a vestry which consists of thirty-six
elected vestrymen or upwards; and all orders and directions given, and all contracts
and engagements entered into, by the vestrymen present at any such meeting, or the
major part of them than assembled, shall be as valid and effectual as if the same were
done by all the said vestrymen for the time being, and shall be binding and conclusive
on all such vestrymen, provided that the same is confirmed at the next subsequent
meeting of the vestry.

29 Meetings not to be held in the church.

In any case in which the vestry room of any parish in any city or town shall not be
sufficiently large and commodious for any vestry meeting, such meeting shall be held
elsewhere within the said parish or place, but not in the church or chapel thereof.

30 Meeting to elect a chairman.

At every meeting of any vestry, in the absence of the persons authorized by law or
custom to take the chair, the members present shall elect a chairman for the occasion
before proceeding to other business.

31 Proceedings to be entered in books, to be open to inspection.

The vestry of every parish adopting this Act shall cause to be provided and kept a
proper book or books, and proper entries to be made therein of the names of the several
vestrymen who shall attend the respective meetings of the vestry, and of all orders and
proceedings made or taken at such meetings; and all such books shall at all reasonable
times be open to the inspection of the said vestrymen, and of any person rated or
assessed to the relief of the poor of the said parish, and of any creditor on the rates of
the said parish, without fee or reward; and the said vestrymen, persons, and creditors,
or any of them, shall and may take copies of or extracts from such books respectively,
without paying anything for the same; and in case the clerk to the said vestry, or other
person having the care of such books, shall refuse to permit or shall not permit the
said vestrymen or such persons or creditors to inspect the same, or to take such copies
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or extracts as aforesaid, such clerk or other person shall forfeit and pay any sum of
money not exceeding ten pounds for every such offence.

32 Account book to be kept, and to be open to inspection.

The said vestry shall and they are hereby required to cause a book or books to be
provided and kept, and true and regular accounts to be entered therein of all sums
of money received and disbursed for or on account of parochial purposes, and of the
several articles, matters, and things for which such sums of money shall have been so
received and disbursed; which book or books shall at all seasonable times be open to
the inspection of the said vestrymen, and of any person or persons rated to the relief
of the poor of the said parish, and of any creditor or creditors on the same, without
fee or reward; and the said vestrymen and persons and creditors as aforesaid, or any
of them, shall and may take copies of or extracts from the said book or books, or any
part or parts thereof, without paying anything for the same; and in case the clerk to
the said vestrymen, or other person with whom such books shall remain, shall on any
reasonable demand refuse to permit or shall not permit the said vestrymen, persons,
or creditors, or any of them, to inspect the said book or books, or to take such copies
or extracts as aforesaid, such clerk or other person as aforesaid shall forfeit and pay
any sum not exceeding ten pounds for every such offence.

33 Auditors to be chosen annually.

In any and every parish adopting this Act the parishioners duly qualified to vote for
vestrymen as aforesaid shall elect five ratepayers of the said parish, who shall have
signified in writing their assent to serve, to be auditors of accounts, which auditors
shall be so elected on the first day on which the vestrymen be chosen after such
parish shall have adopted this Act, and according to the same forms of voting as are
herein-before prescribed for the election of the said vestry: Provided always, that no
person shall be eligible to fill the said office of auditor of accounts who shall not be
qualified according to the provisions of this Act, as herein-before stated, to fill the
office of vestryman for the said parish; and provided always, that no person shall be
eligible to fill the said office of auditor of accounts who shall be one of the vestry
for the said parish; and if any person on the day of annual election shall be chosen
to be both a member of the vestry and an auditor of accounts, the said vestry at their
first meeting after such election shall declare the said person incapable of acting as
vestryman: Provided also, that no person shall be eligible to fill the said office of
auditor of accounts who shall be interested either directly or indirectly in any contract,
office, business, or employ, or in providing or supplying any materials or articles for
the parish for which he is to serve; and any person who shall be discovered, after his
election, to be so interested, shall cease to be an auditor.

34 Mode of audit.

The aforesaid auditors of accounts shall meet twice at least in each year, at the board
room of the vestry, and (a majority of the said auditors being present at such meetings)
shall proceed to audit the accounts of the said vestry for the preceding half year, in
presence of the vestry clerk; and the said vestry are hereby required, by their said
clerk, to produce and lay before the said auditors at every such meeting a true and
just statement or account in writing, accompanied with proper vouchers of all sums
of money which may have come to the hands of the said vestry or of their treasurer,
and also of all monies paid, laid out, or expended by them, or by any churchwardens,
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overseers, surveyors, or other persons by them employed, and responsible to the said
vestry, since the last period up to which the accounts of the said vestry were audited;
and in all parishes in which other boards shall have control over any part of the
parochial expenditure, the said auditors shall have the same power of examining the
accounts and officers thereof as of examining the accounts and officers of the vestry,
and shall audit the accounts of the said boards in the same manner as they audit the
accounts of the said vestries.

35 Auditors may call for persons and books.

The said auditors shall have power to summon and call before them, by a writing for
that purpose, signed by any one of them, or by the clerk of the vestry of any parish
adopting this Act, any parish officer or other person or persons whatsoever concerned
in the said accounts, and to require of him or her or them to attend the said auditors
at any meeting or adjourned meeting, and to bring with them all books of accounts,
writings, papers, and documents required, which may concern the said accounts, and
to give such information as to the particulars of such accounts as he, she, or they shall
be enabled to give; and any parish officer or other person refusing so to attend, or
otherwise wilfully obstructing the purposes of such inquiry, shall be deemed guilty
of a misdemeanor.

36 Accounts to be signed by auditors.

The said accounts, when audited and approved by the said auditors, or by the major
part of them, shall be by them signed in the presence of the clerk of the aforesaid
vestry of any parish adopting this Act, and the said clerk of the vestry shall also affix
his signature to the same; and it shall be lawful for the aforesaid auditors to subjoin
such remarks thereto as to them shall seem meet.

37 Accounts after audit to be open to inspection.

The said accounts, when so audited and signed, shall remain at the office of the clerk of
the said vestry; and the said accounts shall after such audit be open and accessible for
the examination, at all seasonable times, of any person rated to the relief of the poor of
the said parish, and of any creditor on the rates thereof: Provided always, that nothing
in this Act contained relative to the appointment and duty of auditors shall debar the
parishioners from any remedy by them before possessed by the law of the land.

38 Abstracts of accounts to be published fourteen days after being audited.

An abstract of the accounts of all monies received and disbursed by the vestry in any
parish adopting this Act shall twice in every year, within fourteen days after the same
shall have been audited in manner in this Act mentioned, be made out by the said
vestry, either in writing or in print, and a copy of such abstract shall be delivered to
all persons applying for the same, and rated or assessed to the relief of the poor of
the said parish, such person paying one shilling for the same; and which copies the
said clerk is hereby required to cause to be published either in writing or print, and
distributed accordingly.

39 F1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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F1 S. 39 repealed by Charities Act 1960 (c. 58), Sch. 5

40 Saving of ecclesiastical jurisdiction.

Provided always, that this Act or anything therein contained shall not extend or be
construed to extend to invalidate or avoid any ecclesiastical law or constitution of the
Church of England, save and except so far as concerns the appointment of vestries, or
to destroy any of the rights or powers belonging to the archbishops, bishops, deans, or
other of the clergy of the said Established Church, either as individuals or as corporate
bodies, or in anywise to abridge or control their ordinary jurisdiction over or relating
to any matter or thing respecting the ministers thereof.

41 Meaning of terms used in this Act.

In this Act, the word “justice” shall be deemed to mean justice of the peace; and the
words “person” and “party” shall be deemed to include any number of persons or
parties; and the words “justices of the peace of the county or city” shall be deemed
to include justices of the peace of any division of a county, liberty, division of a
liberty, precinct, county of a city, county of a town, cinque port, or town corporate; and
the word “parish” shall be deemed to include any liberty, precinct, township, hamlet
tithing, vill, extra-parochial place, or any place maintaining its own poor; and the word
“ratepayers” shall include “leypayers”; and the meaning of the several words in this
Act shall not be restricted, although the same may be subsequently referred to in the
singular number or masculine gender only.

42 As to affixing notices.

The words “church or chapel,” insomuch as regards the affixing of notices as by this
Act directed, shall be deemed to include all places of religious worship according to
the forms of the established Church; and in any parish or place not having a parish
church or chapel as aforesaid the said notices shall be affixed to some public building
within the limits of the said parish or place.

43 Act not to extend to rural parishes where not more than 800 ratepayers, except
in cities or towns.

Provided always, that nothing in this Act contained shall extend to any parish not being
within or being part of any city or town, in which parish there shall not be a greater
number than eight hundred persons rated as householders, and having paid the [rates
for the relief of the poor] within the year preceding that in which the provisions of this
Act may be desired to be put in execution within such parish.

44 F2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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