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Companies Clauses
Consolidation Act 1845

1845 CHAPTER 16 8 and 9 Vict

Proceedings of directors

And with respect to the proceedings and liabilities of the directors, be it enacted as
follows:

92 Meetings of directors.

The directors shall hold meetings at such times as they shall appoint for the purpose,
and they may meet and adjourn as they think proper, from time to time, and from place
to place; and at any time any two of the directors may require the secretary to call a
meeting of the directors; and in order to constitute a meeting of directors there shall
be present at the least the prescribed quorum, and when no quorum shall be prescribed
there shall be present at least one third of the directors; and all questions at any such
meeting shall be determined by the majority of votes of the directors present, and in
case of an equal division of votes the chairman shall have a casting vote, in addition
to his vote as one of the directors.

93 Permanent chairman of directors.

At the first meeting of directors held after the passing of the special Act, and at the first
meeting of the directors held after each annual appointment of directors, the directors
present at such meeting shall choose one of the directors to act as chairman of the
directors for the year following such choice, and shall also, if they think fit, choose
another director to act as deputy chairman for the same period; and if the chairman
or deputy chairman die or resign, or cease to be a director, or otherwise become
disqualified to act, the directors present at the meeting next after the occurrence of such
vacancy shall choose some other of the directors to fill such vacancy; and every such
chairman or deputy chairman so elected as last aforesaid shall continue in office so
long only as the person in whose place he may be so elected would have been entitled
to continue if such death, resignation, removal, or disqualification had not happened.
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Occasional chairman of directors.

If at any meeting of the directors neither the chairman nor deputy chairman be present,
the directors present shall choose some one of their number to be chairman of such
meeting.

Committees of directors.

It shall be lawful for the directors to appoint one or more committees, consisting of
such number of directors as they think fit, within the prescribed limits, if any, and they
may grant to such committees respectively power on behalf of the company to do any
acts relating to the affairs of the company which the directors could lawfully do, and
which they shall from time to time think proper to intrust to them.

Meetings of committees.

The said committees may meet from time to time, and may adjourn from place to place,
as they think proper, for carrying into effect the purposes of their appointment; and
no such committee shall excercise the powers intrusted to them except at a meeting
at which there shall be present the prescribed quorum, or if no quorum be prescribed
then a quorum to be fixed for that purpose by the general body of directors; and at all
meetings of the committees one of the members present shall be appointed chairman;
and all questions at any meeting of the committee shall be determined by a majority of
votes of the members present, and in case of an equal division of votes the chairman
shall have a casting vote, in addition to his vote as a member of the committee.

Contracts by committees or directors, how to be entered into.

The power which may be granted to any such committee to make contracts, as well as
the power of the directors to make contracts, on behalf of the company, may lawfully
be exercised as follows; (that is to say,)

With respect to any contract which, if made between private persons, would be
by law required to be in writing, and , such committee or the directors may make
such contract on behalf of the company in writing, and under the common seal of
the company, and in the same manner may vary or discharge the same:

With respect to any contract which, if made between private persons, would be by
law required to be in writing, and signed by the parties to be charged therewith,
then such committee or the directors may make such contract on behalf of the
company in writing, signed by such committee or any two of them, or any two of
the directors, and in the same manner may vary or discharge the same:

With respect to any contract which, if made between private persons, would by
law be valid although made by parol only, and not reduced into writing, such
committee or the directors may make such contract on behalf of the company by
parol only, without writing, and in the same manner may vary or discharge the
same:

And all contracts made according to the provisions herein contained shall be effectual
in law, and shall be binding upon the company and their successors, and all other
parties thereto, their heirs, executors, or administrators, as the case may be; and on
any default in the execution of any such contract, either by the company or any other
party thereto, such actions or suits may be brought, either by or against the company,
as might be brought had the same contracts been made between private persons only.
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Words in s. 97 substituted (N.I.) (15.11.2005) by The Law Reform (Miscellaneous Provisions)
(Northern Ireland) Order 2005 (S.1. 2005/1452), art. 1(2), Sch. 1 para. 1; S.R. 2005/494, art. 2(1)(c)

Proceedings to be entered in a book, and to be evidence.

The directors shall cause notes, minutes, or copies, as the case may require, of all
appointments made or contracts entered into by the directors, and of the orders and
proceedings of all meetings of the company, and of the directors and committees of
directors, to be duly entered in books, to be from time to time provided for the purpose,
which shall be kept under the superintendence of the directors; and every such entry
shall be signed by the chairman of such meeting; and such entry, so signed, shall be
received as evidence in all courts, and before all judges, justices, and others, without
proof of such respective meetings having been duly convened or held, or of the persons
making or entering such orders or proceedings being shareholders or directors or
members of committee respectively, or of the signature of the chairman, or of the fact
of his having been chairman, all of which last-mentioned matters shall be presumed,
until the contrary be proved.

Informalities in appointment of directors not to invalidate proceedings.

All acts done by any meeting of the directors, or of a committee of directors, or by any
person acting as a director, shall, notwithstanding it may be afterwards discovered that
there was some defect in the appointment of any such directors or persons acting as
aforesaid, or that they or any of them were or was disqualified, be as valid as if every
such person had been duly appointed and was qualified to be a director.

Directors not to be personally liable. Indemnity of directors.

No director, by being party to or executing in his capacity of director any contract
or other instrument on behalf of the company, or otherwise lawfully executing any
of the powers given to the directors, shall be subject to be sued or prosecuted, either
individually or collectively, by any person whomsoever; and the bodies or goods or
lands of the directors shall not be liable to execution of any legal process by reason
of any contract or other instrument so entered into, signed, or executed by them,
or by reason of any other lawful act done by them in the execution of any of their
powers as directors; and the directors, their heirs, executors, and administrators, shall
be indemnified out of the capital of the company for all payments made or liability
incurred in respect of any acts done by them, and for all losses, costs, and damages
which they may incur in the execution of the powers granted to them; and the directors
for the time being of the company may apply the existing funds and capital of the
company for the purposes of such indemnity, and may, if necessary for that purpose,
make calls of the capital remaining unpaid, if any.
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