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commonalty of ths cj?’ of Lonlon, and %any vestry, district
board, or local board of*health ir® the qounty of London.

6'.;-(1.) This Act may be cib«;:i a5 the Metropolis Water Act,
1897. .

(2.) This Act shall come into operation %n the first day of
Septemker next, after the passing thereof.

CHAPTER 57.

An Act to dmend the Law for the bettér Protection of
Infant Life. ) [6th August 1897.]

BE it enacted by the Q’uéen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and
*with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and
Temporal, and *Commons, in this prf;ent Parliament assembled,
and by the Suthority of the same, as follows : .

®
1. This Act may be .cited as the Pnfant Life® Protection Act,
1897. , ‘e g .

2,—(1.) Any personeretaiming or receiving far hire gr reward in
¢that behalf more than one infant uifer the age of five years for
the purpose of nursing ore maintaining such infamts apart from their
parents for a longe® geriod than foMty-eight hours, shall within ~
the Baid forty-eight hours give notice thereof fo the local authority.
(2.) Such nétice shall truly state the namesage, and sex of such
infants, the name of the person receiving the infants, and the
dwelling within wlich such, infants are being kept, and the name
and address of the person or personsyfrom whom tl¥e ihfants have
been received.

(3.) If any such infant is removed from the care of the person
who has received the infant for the purpose aforesaid, such person
shall forthwith give to the local authority notice of the removal,
and of the name and address of the person to whose care the infant
has been transferred.

(4.) If any person who has retained or received any infant as
afBresaid omits to give the said notices, or any of them, or
knowingly er°®wilfully makes or *causes or procures any other
person to make any false statement in any such notice, he shall
be guilty of an offence against this Act.,

3.-2(1.) 1t shall be the duty of every local authority to provide
for the execution of this Act,within its district, and for that
purpose it shall from time to time make inquiry whether there are
any persons residing therein who retain or receive infants for hire
or reward within the provisions 6§ the preceding section.

(2.) A local authority may, if it think fit, appoint nfale or female
inspectors to enforce this Act, and, if any such persons retaining
or receiving infants as aforesaid are found in its district, it shall
either appoint such inspectors or arrange for the infants being
visited by women ngminated b the local authority amd afthorised
by it in writing to enforee the provisions of this Act. ~



1897. - Intant Life Protectipn Act, 1897, Cu. 57, 175

(3.) Alocal autlority may aldo, if it think fit, appoint or authorise
in writing other suitakle pefsons to ®xecute the provisions of this
Act, subject to such terms and*conditions as may be stated in such
appointment or authorisation. » -

(4.) Any local awthority may combine with any other local
authority for the purpose of executing the provisions of this Act,
and for defraying the expenses of such execution.* .

(5.) Any inspector or other person duly appointed and authorised*
in writing by or on behalf of the lgeal authority shall from time to
time inspect ahy infants referred to in any netice giyen under this
Act, and the premises in which they‘are retaihed or received, in
order to satisfyehimself as to the proper maintenance of such
infants or to give any nece?sary advice or directions as to such
maintenance, o\

(6.) If any person retaining or receiving such infants refuses to
aliow any such inspector or other person to inspect such infants or
the premises in which thgy are retained or received he shall be
guilty of an offence against this Act. .

(7.) If any suich inspecter or other person is refused adnittance
to any premises i@ contravention of thls Act, oy,has peason to
believe that any infants under the age of five years are being kept
in any howse or®premises iy contravention of this Act, h¢ maxy

. apply to any stipendiary magistraté or to any two justices of the
peace, who, on b!ing satigfied, on imformadion in writing made
before him or them on oath, that there fs reasonable ground for
believing that an offence against this Act has been«ommitted, may
grant a warrant auhlorising such inspector or other person to enter
the house or preinises for the purpose of inspection or of ascertaining
whether any; offence against this Act*has been committed, and if
the occupier of the house or®premises or other person obstruct any
inspector or other person acting in pursuance of such warrant, he
shall be guilty of an offence against this Act.

4. Tt shall be the duty of the local authority to fix the mumber Local autho-
of infants under the age of five years which may be retained or rity te fix
received in"any dwelling in respect of ‘which notice has been hmber of
received under this Act, and any person retaining or receiving gny whick may
infant in excess of the number so fixed, shall be guilty of an oftence be retained.

against this Act. * v

5. Any person retaining or receiving an infant under the age Notice to be
of two years on considerdtion of a sum of money not exgeeding lgi"eil to b
twenty pounds paid down, and without any agreement for further g b’;“:,eﬁ_'
payment, as value for the care an¥ bringing up of the said infant son receiving
until it is reclaimed or of an age to provide for itself, shall within Rntmfaﬂt for
forty-eight hours from the time of #eceiving such infant give notice than 207
of the fact to the local authority® If he does not give the notice psid down,
required by*this section, he ghall be liable to forfeit the amount of
any sum received by him in respect of such infant, or such less sum
as the court having cognizance of the case shall deem just, and the
court s%all give directions as to the manner in which the sum
forfeited shall be applied for the Benefit of she infant, and shall,
if necessary, cause the infant to be removeq to a workhouse or place
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of safety, and the master of such vrorkhous® shall receive such
infant, which shall be maihtained ih they workhouse or place-of
safety until it can be otherwise lawfully disposed of.
4 )
6. It shall be the duty of the local authority to give pubiic:
notice of the provisions of this Act by the publication of an.
abstract ghereof or otherwise as a Secretary of State may direet..

7.—(1.) Should any infant, in respect of which notice is required.
to be given under this Act,—* . .
(@) be kept irfany hose or premises which are so unfit or so-
overcrowd8d as to endanger its health; or
(b) be retained or received by amy person who, by reason of
negligence, ignorance, gr, other tause, is so unfit to have its:
care and maintenance as to endanger its health ;

» . . .
any 1nspector or other person appointed*for the purposes of ilis
Act may apply to the local authorify for an order in writing:
divecting him te remove such infant to a workhouse or place of
safety, until it can be restored to its melatives ore guardians or be:
otherwise lawfully dispdsed of. . o ‘

(2.) Any person refysing ot0 comply with an order under this.
esectfon upon the same being prostuced and read dver to him,
or obstructing the igspgetor or other authosised person in the
execution thereof, shall be Suilty of as offence under this Act, and
the inspector may apply to any justice of the peace for an order:
directing the removal of the child, and such gjder may be enforced
by any police constable. .

(3.) The master of any workhouse shall receive into the work-
house any child brought tfRere under such order, #ids such child
shall be maintained in the workhouse until it can be otherwise:
disposed of.

(4.) No infant shall be retained or received for hire or reward
by any person from whose care any infant has been removed under
this section, or by any person convicted of any offence under the
Prevention of Cruelty to and Protection of Childred Acts, unless
with the sanction in writing of the local authority ; and any person.
rétaining or receiving any infant contrary to this section shall be

guilty of an*offence against this Acé.
*

8. In case of the death of any infant respecting whom notice is.

. requiged under this Act, the person having the care of such infant.

shall, within twenty-four hours of such death, cause notice thereof to-
be given to the coroner of the d#strict within which the body of such
infant lies, and the coroner shall hold an inquest tflereon, unless a.
certificate under the hand of # registered medical practitioner shall
be produced to him, certifying gt such registered medical practi-
tioner has personally attended or exangined such infant, and specify-
ing the cause of its death, and the coroner shall be satisfied by such
certifieate that there is no ground for holding such inquest. If the
person bhaving the care of such infant shall negleet to,give the
notice in this section mention®d he shall be guilty of an offence
against this Act..
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e e
9. Every person &uilty of arft offerce under this Act shall be penalties.

liable to a penalty not excet%aing five pounds, or to imprisonment

for not more than six months, a8 a court of summary jurisdiction

may award.

10. All expenses incurred by or on behalf of the local authority Expenses.
in and about the execution of this Act shall be defrnyed out of the
local rate.

11. Any offemce under this Act®may be prosecuted and any prosecution
forfeiture recoverable before a court of*summary jdrisdiction in of offecces.
manner provided by the Summary Jurisdiction Acts.

12, Any moneys arising fyom penalties under this Aect shall, Application
notwithstanding any provision in awsySother Act, be paid to the of fines.
local authority, and be applied to the purposes to which theelocal
rate is applicable.

L] .

13. Every notice by this Ac} required to be given to the local xotices to
authority shall &e in writtng, and shall. be sent by post as a local autho-
registered letter to the clerk & the local authority, quto sugh other ™"
person ag the local authority may appoint, or be delivered at the
office of the docal adthority.

14.. The provisio®s of thigAct shall net’ex®nd to the relatives or Exemptions,

guardians of any infant by them retained er received as aforegaid,
or to any person receiving any infant for the purposg of nursing or
maintaining such infiMt under the provisions of any Act for the relief
of the poor or of any order of the Local Government Board made
under such Acp; or to hospitals, convalescent honfes, or institutions
established Tor the protectioneand care of infants and conducted in
good faith for religious or charitable purposes.

15. The terms “local rate,” “local jurisdiction,” and “local Definitions.
authority,” mean in reference to the districts mentioned jn the
first column of the schedule to this Act, the rate, jurisdiction, and
authority mehtioned in the second, third, and fourth columns of the
said schedule, and such schedule shall be deemed to be part of this
Act. The term “place of safety ” shall mean any suitable place, fhe
occupier of which is willing #emporarily to receive %uch infant.
The term “ relative$ ” shall mean and include the parents, grand-
parents, and uncles, and aynts, by consanguinity or affinity, of the
infant retained or received as aforesaid, and in the case of illegi®imate
infants the persons who would be so related if the infant were
legitimate. I * .

16. This Act in its application o Scotland shall be subject to the Application t>
following provisions : The Secretaty for Scotland shall be substituted Scotland.
for the Secrefary of State; the Local Government Board for Scotland
shall be substituted for the Losal Government Board ; the sheriff shall
be substituted for a justice of the peace; the procurdtor fiscal
shall beysubstituted for the coroner, and an inquiry by him into
the cause of death foran inquest; the poorhouss shall be substituted
for the workhouse; the inspector of poor shall be substituted for
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inspector ; and the powers and duties which #y section three hereof
are conferred and imposed®upon the inspgctor or other authorised
person shall be conferred and imposed upon the inspector of poor.

17. In the application of this®Act b Treland, the Chief Secretary
shall be substituted for a Secretary of State, and the Local Govern-
went Board foy Ireland shall be substituted for the Local Government
Board

18 The Infant Life Protegtion Act, 1872, shall be repealed from
the date of ¢$he commencement of this Act.

19, This Aet shall commence on the first day of January one
thousand eight hundred and ninetyseight.

SCIEDULE referred to i the foregoing Act.
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