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commonalty of ths ci^ of Lon’lon, and ’any vestry, district 
board, or local board or health in* the oounty of London.

•
6.-(l.) This Act may be cited as the Metropolis Water Act, 

1897. •
(2.) This Act shall come into operation on the first day of 

Septemljpr nexl* after the passing thereof.

Short title.
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CHAPTER 57.
An Act to tfmend the Law for the better Protection of 

Infant Life. * [6th August 1897.]

Be it enacted by the QuSen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
•with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and

Temporal, and ‘Commons, in this prt^ent Parliament assembled, 
and by the autj^ority of the same, as follows ;

1. This Act may be cited as the Infant Life* Protection Act, 
1897. ... •

2*—(1.) Any person»retai^ing or receiving f<jjr hire gr reward in 
’that behalf more than one infent uifder the age of five years for 
the purpose of nursing or* maintaining such inf(>its apart from their 
parents for a longei* pprio^ than fofty-eight hours, shall within 
the Said forty-eight hours give notice thereof to the local authority.

(2.) Such ndtice shall truly state the nameZage, and sex of such 
infants, the name of the person receiving the infants, and the 
dwelling within which sucl^ infants are being kept, and the name 
and address of the person or persons, from whom th*e ihfants have 
been received.

(3.) If any such infant is removed from the care of the person 
who has received the infant for the purpose aforesaid, such person 
shall forthwith give to the local authority notice of the removal, 
and of the name and address of the person to whose care the infant 
has been transferred.

(4.) If any person who has retained or received any infant as 
aforesaid omits to give the said notices, or any of them, or 
knowingly e>r* wilfully makes or ‘causes or procures any other 
person to make any false statement in any such notice, he shall 
be guilty of an oTence against this Act.,

3.—(1.) It shall be the duty of every local authority to provide 
for the execution of this Act.within its district, and for that 
purpose it shall from time to time make inquiry whether there are 
any persons residing therein who retain or receive infants for hire 
or reward within the provisions the preceding section.

(2.) A local authority may, if it think fit, appoint male or female 
inspectors to enforce this Act, and, if any such persons retaining 
or receiving infants as aforesaid are found in its district, it shall 
either appoint such inspectors or arrange for the infants being 
visited by women nominated by the local authority and aifthcarised 
by it ia writing to enforce the provisions of this Act.
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(3.) A local autlfority may als'o, if it think fit, appoint or authorise 
in writing other suitah'e persons to Execute the provisions of this 
Act, subject to such terms and’conditions as may be stated in such 
appointment or authorisation.

(4.) Any local authority may combine with any other local 
authority for the purpose of executing the provisions of this Act, 
and for defraying the expenses of such execution.* »

(5.) Any inspector or other person duly appointed and authorised’ 
in writing by or on behalf of the l^cal authoritj^ shall from time to 
time inspect a?iy infants referred to in any notice giyen bnder this 
Act, and the premises in which they’are retaihed or received, in 
order to satisfy*himself as to the proper maintenance of such 
infants or to give any necdfesary advice or directions as to such 
maintenance. ’ , i

(6.) If any person retaining or receiving such infants refuses to 
allow any such inspector or other person to inspect such infants or 
the premises in which thgy are retained or received he shall be 
guilty of an offence against this Act. •

(7.) If any siich inspector or other person is refused admittance 
to any premises iji contravention of this Act, oi;,ha3 reason to 
believe that any infants under the a^e of five years are being kept 
in any ho«se or •premises i» contravention of this Act, h^ may 

■ apply to any stipendiary magistrate or,to^any two justices of the 
peace, who, on b^ng satisfied, on iaformaAion in writing made 
before him or them on oath, that there fs reasonable ground for 
believing that an ofifence against this Act has been •committed, may 
grant a warrant auHioriaiug such inspector or other person to enter 
the house or premises for the purpose of inspection or of ascertaining 
whether anjj offence against this Act’has been committed, and if 
the occupier of the house or’premises or other person obstruct any 
inspector or other person acting in pursuance of such warrant, he 
shall be guilty of an offence against this Act.

4. It shall be the duty of the local authority to fix the jaumber Local autho-
of infants under the age of five years which may be retained or "ty to fix 
received in’any dwelling in respect of which notice has been 
received under this Act, and any person retaining or receiving ^ny which may 
infant in excess of the number so fixed, shall be guilty of an offence retained, 
against this Act. *

5. Any person retaining or receiving an infant under the age Notice to he 
of two years on consideration of a sum of money not exceeding 
twenty pounds paid down, and without any agreement for further ty'per- 
payment, as value ft>r the care and bringing up of the said -infant sob recelvmg 
until it is reclaimed or of an age to provide for itself, shall within infant fpr 
forty-eight hours from the time^of deceiving such infant give notice 20Z.
of the fact to the local authoritj^. If he does not give the notice paid down, 
required by’this section, he #hall be liable to forfeit the amount of 
any sum received by him in respect of such infant, or such less sum 
as the court having cognizance of the case shall deem just, and the 
court shall give directions as to the manner in which the sum 
forfeited shall be applied for the fenefit of the infant, and shall, 
if necessary, cause the infant to be removeij to a workhouse or place
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of safety, and the master of such workhousi? shall receive such 
infant, which shall be maintained in the» workhouse or place o£ 
safety until it can be otherwise latl^fully disposed of.

< •
6. It shall be the duty of the local aufcfcority to give public, 

notice of the provisions of this Act by the publication ot an. 
abstract ithereoi* or otherwise as a Secretary of State may direct..

7. —(1.) Shoulj^ any infant, in/•espect of which notice is required
to be given under this Act,— * . •

(a) be kept irf any hodfee or premises which are so unfit or so- 
overcrowded as to endanger its health; or •

(b) be retained or received by afty person who, by reason of 
negligence, ignorance, ^r other lause, is so unfit to have its; 
care and maintenance as to endanger its health ;

any inspector or other person appointed’for the purposes of i.lfis 
Act may apply to Ihe local aubhorihy for an order in writing­
directing him t« remove such infaid to a workhouse or place of 
safety, until it can be restored to its relatives or* guardians or be^ 
otherwise law,f|i1ly disp<?sed of. • *

(2.) Any person refusing ^to comply with an order under this- 
.sectfon upon the same* beir^ proeluced and read if^’er to him,, 
or obstructing the’ inspector or other authorised person in the- 
execution thereof, shall be guilty of a« offence under this Act, and • 
the inspector may apply to any justice of the peace for an order 
directing the removal of the child, and such ^der may be enforced 
by any police constable. *

(3.) The raastqp of any workhouse shall receive into the work­
house any child brought tfiere under such order, ^id» such child 
shall be maintained in the workhouse until it can be otherwise 
disposed of.

(4.) No infant shall be retained or received for hire or reward' 
by anj person from whose care any infant has been removed under 
this section, or by any person convicted of any offence under the 
Prevention of Cruelty to and Protection of Children Acts, unless 
with the sanction in writing of the local authority; and any person, 
reThining or receiving any infant contrary to this section shall be 
guilty of an*offence against this AcK

♦
8. In case of the death of any infant respecting whom notice is 

requijjed under this Act, the person having the care of such infant. 
shall, within twenty-four hours of such death, cause notice thereof to- 
be given to the coroner of the district within -which the body of such 
infant lies, and the coroner shall hold an inquest thereon, unless a. 
certificate under the hand of « registered medical practitioner shall 
be produced to him, certifying tlmt such registered medical practi­
tioner has personally attended or exanjined such infant*, and specify­
ing the cause of its death, and the coroner shall be satisfied by suf-h 
certificate that there is no ground for holding such inquest. If the- 
pel son having the care of such infant shall neglect to^ give the 
notice in this section mentioned he shall be guilty of an offence 
against this Act.
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• •
9. Every person guilty pF. ari offeree under this Act shall be penalties, 

liable to a penalty not exce'eSing five pounds, or to imprisonment
for not more than six months, aS a court of summary jurisdiction 
may award.

10. All expenses incurred by or on behalf of the local authm ity Expenses, 
in and about the execution of this Act shall be defmyed o«t of the
local rate.
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11. Any offeftce under this Act *may be prosecuted nnd any prosecution 
forfeiture recoverable before a court of‘summary jurisdiction in of offences, 
manner provided J)y the Summary Jurisdiction Acte.

12. Any moneys arising ffom penalties under this Act shall. Application 
notwithstanding any provision in at^'other Act, be paid to the of Soos- 
local authority, and be applied to the purposes to which the»local
rate is applicable.

. • . ’13. Every notice by this Ae^ required to be given to the local Notices to 
authority shall in writing, and shall be sent by post as a antho- 
registered letter to tlie clerk df the local authority, (ji>to sufh other
person as the local authority may appoint, be delivered at the 
office of the 4ocal authority.

14. The provisions of this Act shall not’exRjnd to the relatives or Exemptions, 
guardians of any infant by them retained «r received as aforegaid,
or to any person receiving any infant for the purpose of nursing or 
maintaining such inbJht under the provisions of any Act for the relief 
of the poor or of any order of the Local Government Board made 
under such Ac^; or to hospitals, convalsscent honfes, or institutions 
established for the protection«and care of infants and conducted in 
good faith for religious or charitable purposes.

15. The terms “local rate,” “local jurisdiction,” and “local Definitions, 
authority,” mean in reference to the districts mentioned the
first column of the schedule to this Act, the rate, jurisdiction, and 
authority mentioned in the second, third, and fourth columns of the 
said schedule, and such schedule shall be deemed to be part of this 
Act. The term “ place of safety ” shall mean any suitable place, ffie 
occupier of which is willing temporarily to receive ^uch infant. 
The term “ relatives ” shall mean and include the parents, grand­
parents, and uncles, and aqnts, by consanguinity or affinity, of the 
infant retained or received as aforesaid, and in the case of illegiMmate 
infants the persons -who would be so related if the infant were 
legitimate. • ’ *

16. This Aet in its application jto Scotland shall be subject to the Application 
following provisions : The SecretaTy for Scotland shall be substituted Scotland, 
for the Secrefary of State; th# Local Government Board for Scotland
shall be substituted for the Local Government Board; the sherifif shall 
be substituted for a justice of the peace; the procursftor fiscal 
shall be substituted for the coroner, and an inquiry by him into 
the cause of death for an inquest; the poorhouse shall be substituted 
for the workhouse: the inspector of poor stall be substituted for
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inspector; and the powers and cfuties which section three hereof 
are conferred and imposed*upon th^ inspector or other authorised 
person shall be conferred and imposed upon the inspector of poor.

17. In the application of this^ct to Ireland, the Chief Secretary 
shall be substituted for a Secretary of State, and the Local Govern­
ment Board fo^Ireland shall be substituted for the Local Government 
Board. *

•
18. The Infant Life Proteijtiwn Act, 1872, shall be repealed from 

the datb of J;he commencement of this Act.
19. This A«t shall commence on the first djiy of January one 

thousand eight hundred aud ninety»eight.

SCHEDULE referred to iA the foregoing Act.

England ani5 Wales.*
—«----------------------

District.

----------—•-------------

Local Rate.* 
•

* •

------------------------•---------
•

* Local jurisdiction.
*

*
Local Authority.

CoSnty of Lon­
don. •

•
Rate or fund 

applicable to 
the payment of 
the general ex- 

• penses oj the 
Council,

----- •---------------------
Area of the County 

of Londo^except 
the • Cfty of 
London).

•
<•

London County 
Council,

•

City of London. Consolidated 
sewers rate.

Area of the City of 
London and the 
liberties thereof.

Common Coun­
cil.

Othe? places

• •

Rate or fund 
applicable to 
the general ex­
penses of the 
guardians.

The poor law union

_______

The board of 
. guardians.

A

•
Scotland.,

Parish
•

The poor rate Area of parish Parish council.

IriIand.
•

lu all places
• The poor rate -

•
The poOT law union The board of 

guardians.
—X.--- --------------

    
 


