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Merchant Shipping Act 1894
1894 CHAPTER 60

PART XIII

LEGAL PROCEEDINGS.

Detention of Ship and Distress on Ship.

692 Enforcing detention of ship.

(1) Where under this Act a ship is to be or may be detained, any commissioned officer on
full pay in the naval or military service of Her Majesty, or any officer of the Board of
Trade, or any officer of customs, or any British consular officer may detain the ship,
and if the ship after detention or after service on the master of any notice of or order
for detention proceeds to sea before it is released by competent authority, the master
of the ship, and also the owner, and any person who sends the ship to sea, if that owner
or person is party or privy to the offence, shall be liable for each offence to a fine not
exceeding one hundred pounds.

(2) Where a ship so proceeding to sea takes to sea when on board thereof in the execution
of his duty any officer authorised to detain the ship, or any surveyor or officer of the
Board of Trade or any officer of customs, the owner and master of the ship shall' each
be liable to pay all expenses of and incidental to the officer or surveyor being so taken
to sea, and also to a fine not exceeding one hundred pounds, or, if the offence is not
prosecuted in a summary manner, not exceeding ten pounds for every day until the
officer or surveyor returns, or until such time as would enable him after leaving the
ship to return to the port from which he is taken, and the expenses ordered to be paid
may be recovered in like manner as the fine.

(3) Where under this Act a ship is to be detained an officer of customs shall, and where
under this Act a ship may be detained an officer of customs may, refuse to clear that
ship outwards or to grant a transire to that ship.

(4) Where any provision of this Act provides that a ship may be detained until any
document is produced to the proper officer of customs, the proper officer shall mean,
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unless the context otherwise requires, the officer able to grant a clearance or transire
to such ship.

693 Sums ordered to be paid leviable by distress on ship.

Where any court, justice of the peace, or other magistrate, has power to make an order
directing payment to be made of any seaman's wages, fines, or other sums of money,
then, if the, party so directed to pay the same is the master, or owner of a ship, and the
same is not paid at the time and in, manner prescribed, in the, order, the court, justice
of the peace, or magistrate who made the order may, in addition to any other powers
they may have for the purpose of compelling payment, direct the amount remaining
unpaid to be levied by distress or poinding and sale of the ship, her tackle, furniture,
and apparel.


