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Local Government Act 1888
1888 CHAPTER 41

PART II

APPLICATION OF ACT TO BOROUGHS, THE METROPOLIS, AND CERTAIN SPECIAL COUNTIES.

Application of Act to Metropolis.

41 Position of City of London/ and application of Highway Acts.

(1) Of the powers, duties, and liabilities of the court of quarter sessions and justices of
the city of London—

(a) such of them as would, if the city were a quarter sessions borough, with
a population exceeding ten thousand, be exercised by virtue of this or any
other Act by the council of the borough, shall be transferred to the mayor,
commonalty, and citizens of the city acting by the council (in this Act referred
to as the common council); and

(b) such of them as would, in the said case, be by virtue of this Act exercised and
discharged by the county council shall cease, and the county council shall,
subject to the provisions of this Act, have those powers, duties, and liabilities
within the city of London in like manner as within the rest of the administrative
county of London.

(2) The provisions of this Act with respect to the transfer to a county council shall apply
with the necessary modifications to such transfer to the common council, and the
common council shall be entitled to receive from the London county council in respect
of each pauper lunatic, the same amount as is required by this Act to be paid by any
other county council to the council of a borough.

(3) Where at the passing of this Act the Metropolitan Board of Works or the quarter
sessions of Middlesex are authorised to incur costs for any purpose, and the common
council of the city are not liable to contribute to such costs, the parishes in the city
of London shall not, save as in this Act expressly mentioned, be liable to be assessed
to county contributions in respect of costs incurred by the county council for such
purpose, but this exemption shall not extend to any costs incurred for the purpose



2 Local Government Act 1888 (c. 41)
PART II – Application of Act to Boroughs, the Metropolis, and certain Special Counties.

Document Generated: 2023-11-10
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

of any powers, duties, or liabilities of the quarter sessions or justices of the city of
London, which will be exercised and discharged by the London county council.

(4) The provisions of the Highways and Locomotives (Amendment) Act, 1878, with
respect to main roads, as amended by this Act, shall extend to the Metropolis in like
manner as if the expression "urban sanitary district" in that Act included, as respects
the Metropolis, the city of London, and a parish in Schedule A., and a district in
Schedule B. of the Metropolis Management Act, 1855, as amended by subsequent
Acts, and as if the Commissioners of Sewers, or vestry, or district board (as the case
may be) were the urban sanitary authority: Provided that—

(a) in the city of London the common council shall have the power under the
Highways and Locomotives (Amendment) Act, 1878, of making byelaws
respecting locomotives, and authorising locomotives to be used on any road
within the city, save that if any difference is made by such byelaws or authority
between any main road maintained by the county council and the other roads
in the city, such authority and byelaws shall require the approval of the county
council; and

(b) the common council in the city of London, and in any other part of the
Metropolis, the vestry, or district board, shall be deemed to be a district council
and an urban authority within the meaning of the provisions of this Act with
respect to main roads, and may accordingly claim to retain the power of
maintaining and repairing a main road, and in such case shall have all such
powers and duties of maintaining, repairing, improving and enlarging, and
otherwise dealing with the main road as they would have if it were an ordinary
highway repairable by them, and such powers and duties shall in the city of
London be discharged by the Commissioners of Sewers.

(5) The payment of the costs of assizes and sessions shall be a general county purpose for
which the parishes in the city may be assessed to county contributions, and all such
costs of prosecutions in the city as are by law payable out of the county rate shall be
paid out of the county fund.

(6) The county councillors elected for the city, shall not act or vote in respect of any
question arising before the county council as regards matters involving expenditure
on account of which the parishes in the city are not for the time being liable to be
assessed equally with the rest of the administrative county to county contributions.

(7) The London county council, and the common council of the city of London may
agree for the cessation in whole or in part of any exemption under this section from
assessment, in consideration either of payment by the county council of a capital sum,
or of an annual payment, or of a transfer of property or liabilities, or of the county
council undertaking, in substitution for the common council, any powers or duties, or
partly for one consideration and partly for another, or in any other manner, according
as may be determined.

(8) The sheriffs of the city of London shall not have any authority except in the city.


