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Municipal Corporations Act 1882
1882 CHAPTER 50

PART V

CORPORATE PROPERTY AND LIABILITIES.

Corporate Land.

105 Power to purchase land for town hall, &c.

A municipal corporation may contract for the purchase of and hold any land not
exceeding in the. whole five acres, either in or out of the borough, and thereon, or
on any land belonging to or held in trust for the Corporation, may build a town hall,
council house, justices' room, with or without a police station and cells, or lock-ups,
or a quarter and petty sessions-house, or an assize courthouse, with or without judges'
lodgings, or a polling station, or any other building necessary or proper for any purpose
of the borough.

106 Power to borrow with approval of Treasury.

The council may, with the approval of the Treasury, borrow at interest on the security
of any corporate land, or of any land proposed to be purchased by the council under
this Act, or of the borough fund or borough rate, or of all or any of those securities,
such sums as the council from time to time think requisite, for the purchase of land, or
for the building of any building which the council are by this Act authorised to build.

107 Power to acquire land with the approval of the Treasury.

(1) Where a municipal corporation has not power to purchase or acquire land, or to hold
land in mortmain, the council may, with the approval of the Treasury, purchase or
acquire any land in such manner and on such terms and conditions as the Treasury
approve, and the same may be conveyed to and held by the corporation accordingly.

(2) The provisions of the Lands Clauses Consolidation Acts, 1845, 1860, and 1869,
relating to the purchase of land by agreement, and to agreements for sale, and
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conveyances, sales, and releases of any lands or hereditaments, or any estate or interest
therein by persons under disability, shall extend to all purchases of land under this
section.

108 Restrictions on alienation of corporate land without approval of Treasury.

(1) The council shall not, unless authorized by Act of Parliament, sell, mortgage, or
alienate any corporate land without the approval of the Treasury.

(2) The council shall not, unless authorized by Act of Parliament, lease or agree to lease
any corporate land without the approval of the Treasury, except as follows ;

(a) They may make a lease or agreement for a lease for a term not exceeding
thirty-one years from the date of the lease or agreement, so that there be.
reserved and made payable during the whole of the term such clear yearly rent
as to the council appears reasonable, without any fine.

(b) They may make a lease or agreement for a lease for a term not exceeding
seventy-five years from the date of the lease or agreement, and either at a
reserved rent or on a fine, or both, as the council think fit,—

(i) Of tenements or hereditaments, the greater part of the yearly value of
which, at the date of the lease or agreement, consists of any building
or buildings; or

(ii) Of land proper for the erection of any houses or other buildings
thereon, with or without gardens, yards, curtilages, or other
appurtenances to be used therewith; or

(iii) Where the lessee or intended lessee agrees to erect a building or
buildings thereon of greater yearly value than the land,—of land
proper for gardens, yards, curtilages or other appurtenances to be
used with any other house or other building erected or to be erected
on any such land, belonging either to the corporation or to any
other proprietor, or proper for any other purpose calculated to afford
convenience or accommodation to the occupier of any such house or
building.

109 Power to dispose of land with approval of Treasury.

The council may, with the approval of the Treasury, dispose of any corporate land
either by way of absolute sale, or by way of exchange, mortgage, charge, demise,
lease, or otherwise, in such manner and on such terms and conditions as the Treasury
approve.

110 Council may renew leases, &c.

In the following cases,—
(a) Where a body corporate of a borough was on the fifth of June one thousand

eight hundred and thirty-five bound or engaged by any covenant or agreement,
expressed or implied, or was enjoined by any deed, will, or other document,
or was sanctioned or warranted by ancient usage or by custom or practice,
to make any renewal of any lease for years, or for life or lives, or for years
determinable with any life or lives at any fixed or determinate or known
or accustomed period, or after the lapse of any number of years, or on the
dropping of any life or lives, and years determinable after the lapse of any
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number of years, at a fine certain, or under any special or specific terms or
conditions :

(b) Where a body corporate of a borough theretofore ordinarily made renewal of
any lease for years, or for life or lives, or for years determinable with any life
or lives at any fixed or determinate or known or accustomed period, or after
the lapse of any number of years, or on the dropping of any life or lives, on
the payment of an arbitrary fine,—

Then, notwithstanding anything in this Act, the council of the borough may renew the
lease for such term or number of years, either absolutely or determinable with any
life or lives, or for such life or lives, and at such rent, and on the payment of such
fine or premium, either certain or arbitrary, and with or without any covenant for the
future renewal thereof, as the council could or might have done if this Act had not
been passed.


