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Municipal Corporations Act 1882
1882 CHAPTER 50

PART IX

POLICE.

Watch Committee; Constables.

190 Council to appoint watch committee.

(1) The council shall from time to time appoint, for such time as they think fit, a sufficient
number not exceeding one third of their own body, who, with the mayor, shall be the
watch committee.

(2) The watch committee may act by a majority of those present at a meeting thereof, but
shall not act unless three are so present.

191 Appointment, duties, and powers of borough constables.

(1) The watch committee shall from time to time appoint a sufficient number of fit men
to be borough constables.

(2) A borough constable shall be sworn in before a justice having jurisdiction in the
borough, and when so sworn shall, in the borough, in the county in which the borough
or any part thereof is situate, and in every county being within seven miles from any
part of the borough, and in all liberties in any such county, have all such powers
and privileges, and be liable to all such duties and responsibilities, as any constable
has and is liable to for the time being in his constablewick, at common law or by
statute, and shall obey all such lawful commands as he receives from any justice having
jurisdiction in the borough or in any county in which the constable is called on to act.

(3) The watch committee may from time to time frame such regulations as they deem
expedient for preventing neglect or abuse, and for making the borough constables
efficient in the discharge of their duties.
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(4) The watch committee, or any two justices having jurisdiction in the borough, may at
any time suspend, and the watch committee may at any time dismiss, any borough
constable whom they think negligent in the discharge of his duty, or otherwise unfit
for the same.

(5) When a borough constable is so dismissed, or ceases to belong to the constabulary
force of the borough, all powers vested in him as a constable by virtue of this Act
shall immediately cease.

(6) Nothing in this section shall interfere with the operation of an Act of the session of the
third and fourth years of Her Majesty's reign " to amend the Act for the establishment
of county and district constables "; and throughout that Act a reference to this Act
shall be deemed to be substituted for a reference to the Municipal Corporations Act,
1835, and any Act amending it.

192 Quarterly returns as to borough constables.

The watch committee shall, on the first of January, the first of April, the first of July,
and the first of October in every year, send to the Secretary of State a copy of all rules
from time to time made by the watch committee or the council for the regulation and
guidance of the borough constables.

193 Power of constables to apprehend disorderly persons, &c.

A borough constable may, while on duty, apprehend any idle and disorderly person
whom he finds disturbing the public peace, or whom he has just cause to suspect of
intention to commit a felony, and deliver him into the custody of the borough constable
in attendance at the nearest watch-house, in order that he may either be secured until
he can be brought before a justice, or, where the constable in attendance is empowered
and thinks fit to take bail, give bail for his appearance before a justice.

194 Penalties on constables for neglect of duty.

If a borough constable is guilty of neglect of duty, or of disobedience to a lawful order,
he shall for every such offence be liable on summary conviction to imprisonment
for any time not exceeding ten days, or, in the discretion of the court, to a fine not
exceeding forty shillings, or to be dismissed from his office.

195 Penalty for assaults on constables.

(1) If any person assaults or resists a borough constable in the execution of his duty, or
aids or incites any person so to assault or resist, he shall for every such offence be
liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding five pounds.

(2) But nothing in this section shall prevent any prosecution by way of indictment against
any such offender, except that he shall not be prosecuted both by indictment and in a
summary manner for the same offence.


