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Commons Act 1876
1876 CHAPTER 56 39 and 40 Vict

PART I

LAW AS TO THE REGULATION AND INCLOSURE OF COMMONS

Procedure

11 Rules as to local inquiry. Inspection and public meeting. Notice of meeting.
Contents of notice. Publication of notice. Conduct of meeting. Personal inquiries
by Assistant Commissioner. Report of Assistant Commissioner to Inclosure
Commissioners. Map to accompany report.

The following rules shall be observed with respect to a local inquiry held by order of
the Inclosure Commissioners:

(1) The Assistant Commissioner appointed to hold such inquiry shall inspect the common
to which the application relates, and shall convene one or more public meetings at a
suitable time and place for securing the attendance of the neighbouring inhabitants,
and of all persons claiming interest in the common: Provided always, that one at least
of such public meetings shall be held in the evening between the hours of seven and
ten of the clock.

(2) The Assistant Commissioner shall give not less than twenty-one days notice of his
intention to hold the first of such meetings.

(3) The notice shall, in such form as the Inclosure Commissioners from time to time direct,
state the nature of the application made, the objects of the meeting, that the meeting is
a public one and held for the purpose of enabling the Assistant Commissioner to hear
all persons desirous of being heard on the subject matter of the application, whether
considered in relation to the benefit of the neighbourhood or to private interests, and
the desirability of the attendance of all persons interested in the subject matter of the
inquiry.

(4) The notice shall be given—
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(a) By affixing a copy thereof on the principal door of the church of the parish in
which the common to which the application relates, or the greater part thereof
is situate; and

(b) By posting copies of the same on or near the common to which it relates at
the post office or post offices of the parish or district in which the common
to which the application relates is situate, at any town hall, or vestry hall, or
other building or room the expense of maintaining which is payable out of
any local rate, situate in the parish or district, and at all places therein where
notices are usually posted; and

(c) By advertising in such manner as the Inclosure Commissioners may direct,
or otherwise giving notice of the meetings in such manner as they think best
calculated to ensure publicity in the locality.

(5) The Assistant Commissioner shall preside and regulate the proceedings at such
meetings, and shall hear all persons desirous of being heard in relation to the subject
matter of the inquiry. He may adjourn any such meeting from time to time, or from
place to place, on giving such notice of adjournment as he thinks best calculated to
ensure publicity.

(6) The Assistant Commissioner shall also make any inquiries and do any other acts which
he may be instructed by the Inclosure Commissioners or may think it advisable to
do, for the purpose of enabling the Commissioners to judge as to the expediency of
making the provisional order applied for, also as to the nature of the provisions to be
inserted in any such provisional order if made.

(7) The Assistant Commissioner shall report in writing to the Inclosure Commissioners
the result of the local inquiry, and of the public meeting or meetings held by him (in
such form and with such details as the Inclosure Commissioners may from time to
time direct), and specially shall report to the Inclosure Commissioners the information
obtained by him as to the several particulars in respect of which the applicants for
a provisional order are by this Act required to furnish information to the Inclosure
Commissioners.

He shall also report the number of persons who attended the meetings held by him,
the objections (if any) made to the application, and the suggestions (if any) made in
relation to the provisions to be inserted in the provisional order for the benefit of the
neighbourhood or for the protection of private interests, and any other circumstances
which he may think expedient, with a view to enable the Inclosure Commissioners to
judge of the expediency of making the provisional order, having regard as aforesaid,
and also, if the order be made, of the provisions to be inserted therein.

(8) The report shall be accompanied by an outline or other map on such scale and of such
a description as may be directed by the Inclosure Commissioners, with a sketch in the
case of an inclosure of a common being waste of land of a manor, of the allotments
(if any) proposed to be made for recreation grounds and field gardens, or for either
of such purposes.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Reference to local rate except in application of s. 11(4)(b) to City of London and Temples to be

construed as reference to general rate: General Rate Act 1967 (c. 9), s. 116(2)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1967/9
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1967/9/section/116/2
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