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Public Health Act 1875
1875 CHAPTER 55

PART VI

RATING AND BORROWING POWERS, &C.

EXPENSES OF URBAN AUTHORITY AND URBAN RATES.

General District Rate.

209 District fund account.

In the district of every urban authority whose expenses under this Act are directed to
be defrayed out of the district fund and general district rate there shall be continued
or established a fund called the district fund: a separate account called "the district
fund account" of all moneys carried under this Act to the account of that fund shall
be kept by the treasurer of the urban authority ; and such moneys shall be applied by
the urban authority in defraying such of the expenses chargeable thereon under this
Act as they may think proper.

210 Making general district rate.

For the purpose of defraying any expenses chargeable on the district fund which that
fund is insufficient to meet, the urban authority shall from time to time, as occasion
may require, make by writing under their common seal, and levy in addition to any
other rate leviable by them under this Act, a rate or rates to be called " general district
rates."

Any such rate may be made and levied either prospectively in order to raise money for
the payment of future charges and expenses, or retrospectively in order to raise money
for the payment of charges and expenses incurred at any time within six months before
the making of the rate in calculating the period of six months during which the rate
may be made retrospectively, the time during which any appeal or other proceeding
relating to such rate is pending shall be excluded.
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Public notice of intention to make any such rate, and of the time when it is intended to
make the same, and of the place where a statement of the proposed rate is deposited
for inspection, shall be given by the urban authority in the week immediately before
the day on which the rate is intended to be made, and at least seven days previously
thereto ; but in, case of proceedings to levy or recover any rate it shall not be necessary
to prove that such notice was given.

211 Assessment, &c. of general district rate.

With respect to the assessment and levying of general district rates under this Act the
following provisions shall have effect; (namely,)

(1) General district rates shall be made and levied on the occupier of all kinds of property
for the time being by law assessable to any rate for the relief of the poor, and shall be
assessed on the full net annual value of such property, ascertained by the valuation list
for the time being in force, or, if there is none, by the rate for the relief of the poor
made next before the making of the assessment under this Act, subject to the following
exceptions regulations and conditions ; (namely,)

(a) The owner, instead of the occupier, may at the option of the urban authority
be rated in cases—

Where the rateable value of any premises liable to assessment under this
Act does not exceed the sum of ten pounds ; or
Where any premises so liable are let to weekly or monthly tenants ; or
Where any premises so liable are let in separate apartments, or where
the rents become payable or are collected at any shorter period than
quarterly :

Provided that in cases where the owner is rated instead of the occupier he shall be
assessed on such reduced estimate as the urban authority deemed reasonable of the net
annual value, not being less than two thirds nor more than four fifths of the net annual
value; and where such reduced estimate is in respect of tenements whether occupied
or unoccupied, then such assessment may be made on one half of the amount at which
such tenements would be liable to be rated if the same were occupied and the rate were
levied on the occupiers :

(b) The owner of any tithes, or of any tithe commutation rentcharge, or the
occupier of any land used as arable meadow or pasture ground only, or as
woodlands market gardens or nursery grounds, and the occupier of any land
covered with water, or used only as a canal or towing-path for the same, or as
a railway constructed under the powers of any Act of Parliament for public
conveyance, shall be assessed in respect of the same in the proportion of one
fourth part only of such net annual value thereof :

(c) If within any urban district or part of such district any kind of property is
exempted from rating by any local Act in respect of all or any of the purposes
for which general district rates may be made under this Act, the same kind of
property shall, in respect of the same purposes, and to the same extent within
the parts to which the exemption applies (but not further or otherwise), be
exempt from assessment to any general district rates under this Act unless the
Local Government Board by provisional order otherwise direct.

(2) If at the time of making any general district rate any premises in respect of which the
rate may be made are unoccupied, such premises shall be included in the rate, but the
rate shall not be charged on any person in respect of the same while they continue to be
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unoccupied ; and if any such premises are afterwards occupied during any part of the
period for which the rate was made and before the same has been fully paid, the name
of the incoming tenant shall be inserted in the rate, and thereupon so much of the rate
as at the commencement of his tenancy may be in proportion to the remainder of the
said period shall be collected recovered and paid in the same manner in all respects as
if the premises had been occupied at the time when the rate was made :

(3) If any owner or occupier assessed or liable to any such rate ceases to be owner or
occupier of the premises in respect whereof he is so assessed or liable, before the end
of the period for which the rate was made, and before the same is fully paid off, he
shall be liable to pay only such part of the rate as may be in proportion to the time
during which he continues to be such owner or occupier; and in every such case if any
person afterwards become owner or occupier of the premises during part of the said
period, he shall pay such part of the rate as may be in proportion to the time during
which he continues to be such owner or occupier, and the same shall be recovered
from him in the same manner as if he had been originally assessed or liable :

(4) The urban authority may divide their district or any street therein into parts for all
or any of the purposes of this Act, and from time to time abolish or alter any such
divisions, and may make a separate assessment on any such part for all or any of the
purposes for which the same is formed; and every such part, so far as relates to the
purposes in respect of which such separate assessment is made, shall be exempt from
any other assessment under this Act: Provided that if any expenses are incurred or to
be incurred in respect of two or more parts in common the same shall be apportioned
between them in a fair and equitable manner.

212 Inspection of poor rate books for purposes of assessment.

For the purpose of assessing general district rates any person appointed by the urban
authority may inspect take copies of or make extracts from, any valuation list or rate
for the relief of the poor within the district, or any book relating to the

Any officer having the custody of any such rate or book who refuses to permit such
inspection, or the taking of such copies or extract, shall be liable to a penalty not
exceeding five pounds.


