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Public Health Act 1875
1875 CHAPTER 55

PART III

SANITARY PROVISIONS.

WATER SUPPLY.

Provisions for Protection of Water.

68 Penalty for causing water to be corrupted by gas washings.

Any person engaged in the manufacture of gas who—

(1) Causes or suffers to be brought or to flow into any stream reservoir aqueduct pond or
place for water, or into any drain or pipe communicating therewith, any washing or
other substance produced in making or supplying gas ; or,

(2) Wilfully does any act connected with the making or supplying of gas whereby the
water in any such stream reservoir aqueduct pond or place for water is fouled,
shall forfeit for every such offence the sum of two hundred pounds, and, after the
expiration of twenty-four hours notice from the local authority or the person to whom
the water belongs in that behalf, a further sum of twenty pounds for ever)' day during
which the offence is continued or during the continuance of the act whereby the water
is fouled.

Every such penalty may be recovered, with full costs of suit, in any of the superior
courts, in the case of water belonging to or under the control of the local authority by
the local authority, and in any other case by the person into whose water such washing
or other substance is conveyed or flows or whose water is fouled by an)' such act as
aforesaid, or in default of proceedings by such person, after notice to him from the
local authority of their intention to proceed for such penalty, by the local authority ;
but such penalty shall not be recoverable unless it be sued for during the continuance
of the offence, or within six months after it has ceased.
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69 Local authority may take proceedings to prevent pollution of streams.

Any local authority, with the sanction of the Attorney General, may, either in their own
name or in the name of any other person, with the consent of such person, take such
proceedings by indictment bill in Chancery action or otherwise, as they may deem
advisable for the purpose of protecting any watercourse within their jurisdiction from
pollutions arising from sewage either within or without their district; and the costs of
and incidental to any such proceedings, including any costs that may be awarded to
the defendant, shall be deemed to be expenses properly incurred by such authority in
the execution of this Act.

70 Power to close polluted wells, &c.

On the representation of any person to any local authority that within their district .the
water in any well tank or cistern, public or private, or supplied from any public
pump, and used or likely to be used by man for drinking or domestic purposes, or for
manufacturing drinks for the use of man, is so polluted as to be injurious to health,
such authority may apply to a court of summary jurisdiction for an order to remedy the
same ; and thereupon such court shall summon the owner or occupier of the premises
to which the well tank or cistern belongs if it be private, and in the case of a public
well tank cistern or pump, any person" alleged in the application to be interested in the
same, and may either dismiss the application, or may make an order directing the well
tank cistern or pump to be permanently or temporarily closed, or the water to be used
for certain purposes only, or such other order as may appear to them to be requisite to
prevent injury to the health of persons drinking the water.

The court may, if they see fit, cause the water complained of to be analysed at the cost
of the local authority applying to them under this section.

If the person on whom an order under this section is made fails to comply with the
same, the court may on the application of the local authority authorise them to do
whatever may be necessary in the execution of the order, and any expenses incurred
by them may be recovered in a summary manner from the person on whom the order
is made.

Expenses incurred by any rural authority in the execution of this section, and not
recovered by them as aforesaid, shall be special expenses.


