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Public Health Act 1875
1875 CHAPTER 55

PART III

SANITARY PROVISIONS.

WATER SUPPLY.

Powers of Local Authority in relation to Supply of Water.

51 General powers for supplying district with water.

Any urban authority may provide their district or any part thereof, and any rural
authority may provide their district or any contributory place therein, or any part of
any such contributory place, with a supply of water proper and sufficient for public
and private purposes, and for those purposes or any of them may—

(1) Construct and maintain waterworks, dig wells, and do any other necessary acts ; and

(2) Take on lease or hire any waterworks, and (with the sanction of the Local Government
Board) purchase any waterworks, or any water or right to take or convey water, either
within or without their district, and any- rights powers and privileges of any water
company ; and

(3) Contract with any person for a supply of water.

52 Restriction on construction of waterworks by local authority.

Before commencing to construct waterworks within the limits of supply of any water
company empowered by Act of Parliament or any order confirmed by Parliament to
supply water, the local authority shall give written notice to every water company
within whose limits of supply the local authority are desirous of supplying water,
stating the purposes for which and (as far as may be practicable) the extent to which
water is required by the local authority.
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It shall not be lawful for the local authority to construct any waterworks within such
limits if and so long as any such company are able and willing to supply water proper
and sufficient for all reasonable purposes for which it is required by the local authority ;
and any difference as to whether the water which any such company are able and
willing to lay on is proper and sufficient for the purposes for which it is required, or
whether the purposes for which it is required are reasonable, or (if and so far as the
charges of the company are not regulated by Parliament) as to the terms of supply,
shall be settled by arbitration in manner provided by this Act.

53 As to construction of reservoirs.

At least two months before commencing to construct under the provisions of this Act
any reservoir (other than a service reservoir or tank which will hold not more than one
hundred thousand gallons) the local authority shall give notice of the intended work
by advertisement in one or more of the local newspapers circulated within the district
where the reservoir is to be constructed.

If any person who would be affected by the intended work objects to such work, and
serves notice in writing of such objection on the local authority at any time within
the said two months, the intended work shall not be commenced without the sanction
of the Local Government Board, after such inquiry as herein-after mentioned, unless
such objection is withdrawn.

The Local Government Board may, on application of the local authority, appoint an
inspector to make inquiry on the spot into the propriety of the intended work and into
the objections thereto, and to report to the Local Government Board on the matters
with respect to which such inquiry was directed; and on receiving the report of such
inspector, the Local Government Board' may make an order disallowing or allowing
with such modifications (if any) as they may deem necessary the intended work.

54 Power of carrying mains.

Where a local authority supply water within their district, they shall have the same
powers and be subject to the same restrictions for carrying water mains within or
without their district as they have and are subject to for carrying sewers within or
without their district respectively by the law for the time being in force.

55 As to supply of water.

A local authority shall provide and keep in any waterworks constructed or purchased
by them a supply of pure and wholesome water; and where a local authority lay
any pipes for the supply of any of the inhabitants of their district, the water may be
constantly laid on at such pressure as will carry the same to the top story of the highest
dwelling-house within the district or part of the district supplied.

56 Power to charge water rates and rents.

Where a local authority supply water to any premises they may charge in respect
of such supply a water rate to be assessed on the net annual value of the premises
ascertained in the manner by this Act prescribed with respect to general district rates ;
moreover they may enter into agreements for supplying water on such terms as may be
agreed on between them and the persons receiving the supply, and shall have the same
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powers for recovering water rents or other payments accruing under such agreements
as they have for recovering water rates.

57 Incorporation of certain provisions of Waterworks Clauses Acts.

For the purpose of enabling any local authority to supply water there shall be
incorporated with this Act the Waterworks Clauses Act, 1863, and the following
provisions of the Waterworks Clauses Act, 1847 ; (namely,)

" With respect " (where the local authority have not the control of the streets) " to
the breaking up of streets for the purpose of laying pipes " ; and
" With respect to the communication pipes to be laid by the undertakers " ; and
" With respect to the communication pipes to be laid by the inhabitants " ; and
" With respect to waste or misuse of the water supplied by the undertakers " ; and
" With respect to the provision for guarding against fouling the water of the
undertakers " ; and
" With respect to the payment and recovery of the water rates."

Provided,—
That the provisions with respect to the communication pipes to be laid by the
undertakers and the inhabitants respectively shall apply only in districts or parts
of districts where the local authority lay any pipes for the supply of any of the
inhabitants thereof ; and
That any dispute authorised or directed by any of the said incorporated provisions
to be settled by an inspector or two justices shall be settled by a court of summary
jurisdiction ; and
That section forty-four of the Waterworks Clauses Act, 1847, shall for the
purposes of this Act have effect as if the words " with the consent in writing of
the owner or reputed owner " of any such house, or of the agent of such owner,"
were omitted therefrom ; and any rent for pipes and works paid by an occupier
under that section may be deducted by him from any rent from time to time due
from him to such owner.

58 Power to supply water by measure.

A local authority may agree with any person to supply water by measure, and as to
the payment to be made in the form of rent or otherwise for every meter provided by
them ; they shall at all times at their own expense keep all meters and other instruments
for measuring water let by them for hire to any person in proper order for correctly
registering the supply of water, and in default of their so doing such person shall not
he liable to pay rent for the same during such time as such default continues. The
local authority shall for the purposes aforesaid have access to and be at liberty at all
reasonable times to remove test inspect and replace any such meter or other instrument.

59 Register of meter to be evidence.

Where water is supplied by measure by any local authority the register of the meter
or other instrument for measuring water shall be prima facie evidence of the quantity
of water consumed ; and if the local authority and the consumer differ with respect to
the quantity consumed, the difference shall be determined, on the application of either
party, by a court of summary jurisdiction, and such court may order by which of the
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parties the costs of the proceedings before them shall be paid, and Its decision shall
be final and binding.

60 Penalty for injuring meters.

If any person wilfully or by culpable negligence injures or suffers to be injured -any
meter or fittings belonging to a local authority, or fraudulently alters the index to any
meter, or prevents any meter from duly registering the quantity of water supplied, or
fraudulently abstracts or uses water of the local authority, he shall (without prejudice
to any other right or remedy of the local authority) be liable to a penalty not exceeding
forty shillings, and the local authority may in addition thereto recover the amount
of any damage sustained. The existence of artificial means, under the control of
the consumer, for causing any such alteration prevention abstraction or use shall be
evidence that the consumer has fraudulently effected the same.

61 Power to supply water to authority of adjoining district.

Any local authority for the time being supplying water within their own district may,
with the sanction of the Local Government Board, supply water to the local authority
of any adjoining district on such terms as may be agreed on between such authorities,
or as, in case of dispute, may be' settled by arbitration in manner provided by this Act.

62 Local authority may require houses to be supplied with water in certain cases.

Where on the report of the surveyor of a local authority it appears to such authority
that any house within their district is without a proper supply of water, and that such
a supply of water can be furnished thereto at a cost not exceeding the water rate
authorised by any local Act in force within the district, or where there is not any local
Act so in force at a cost not exceeding twopence a week, or at such other cost as the
Local Government Board may, on the application of the local authority, determine
under all the circumstances of the case to be reasonable, the local authority shall give
notice in writing to the owner, requiring him, within a time therein specified, to obtain
such supply, and to do all such works as may be necessary for that purpose.

If such notice is not complied with within the time specified the local authority may,
if they think fit, do such works and obtain such supply, and for that purpose may enter
into any contract with any water company supplying water within their district ; and
water rates may be made and levied on the premises by the authority or company
which furnishes the supply and may be recovered as if the owner or occupier of the
premises had demanded a supply of water and were willing to pay water rates for the
same, and any expenses incurred by the local authority in doing any such works may
be recovered in a summary manner from the owner of the premises, or may by order
of the local authority be declared to be private improvement expenses.

63 Powers of water company for supplying water to local authority.

Any water company may contract to supply water or may lease their waterworks to
any local authority ; and the directors of any water company, in pursuance, in the case
of a company registered under the Companies Act, 1862, of a special resolution of
the members passed in manner provided by that Act, and in the case of any other
company of a resolution passed by three fourths in number and value of the members
present, either personally or by proxy, at a meeting specially convened with notice
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of the business to be transacted, may sell and transfer to any local authority, on such
terms as may be agreed on between the company and the local authority, all the rights
powers and privileges, and all or any of the" waterworks premises and other property
of the company, but subject to all liabilities to which the same are subject at the time
of such purchase.

64 Vesting of public cisterns, &c. in local authority.

All existing public cisterns pumps wells reservoirs conduits aqueducts and works used
for the gratuitous supply of water to the inhabitants of the district of any local authority
shall vest in and be under the control of such authority, and such authority may cause-
the same to be maintained and plentifully supplied with pure and wholesome water,
or may substitute maintain and plentifully supply with pure and wholesome water
other such works equally convenient; they may also (subject to the provisions of this
Act) construct any other' such works for supplying water for the gratuitous use of any
inhabitants who choose to carry the same away, not for sale, but for their own private
use.

65 Water for public baths, or trading or manufacturing purposes.

Any local authority may, if they think fit, supply water from any waterworks purchased
or constructed by them to any public baths or wash-houses, or for trading or
manufacturing-purposes, on such terms and conditions as may be agreed on between
the local authority and the persons desirous of being so supplied; moreover, any local
authority may, if they think fit, construct any works for the gratuitous supply of any
public baths or wash-houses established otherwise than for private profit or supported
out of any poor or borough rates.

66 Duty of urban authority to provide fire-plugs.

Every urban authority shall cause fire-plugs and all necessary works machinery and
assistance for securing an efficient supply of water in case of fire to be provided and
maintained, and for this purpose they ma)' enter into any agreement with any water
company or person ; and they shall paint or mark on the buildings and walls within
the streets words or marks near to such fire-plugs to denote the situation thereof, and
do such other things for the purposes aforesaid as they may deem expedient.

67 Agreements with universities.

In the Oxford or Cambridge district the local authority may supply water to any hall
college or premises of the university within such district, on such terms with respect
to the mode of paying for such supply as may from time to time be agreed on between
such university, or any hall or college thereof, and the local authority.


