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Malicious Damage Act 1861
1861 CHAPTER 97

Injuries to Manufactures, Machinery, &c

14 Destroying Goods in Process of Manufacture, certain Machinery, &c.

Whosoever shall unlawfully and maliciously cut, break, or destroy, or damage with
Intent to destroy or to render useless, any Goods or Article of Silk, Woollen, Linen,
Cotton, Hair, Mohair, or Alpaca, or of any One or more of those Materials mixed
with each other or mixed with any other Material, or any Framework-knitted Piece,
Stocking, Hose, or Lace, being in the Loom or Frame, or on any Machine or Engine, or
on the Rack or Tenters, or in any Stage, Process, or Progress of Manufacture, or shall
unlawfully and maliciously cut, break, or destroy, or damage with Intent to destroy or
to render useless, any Warp or Shute of Silk, Woollen, Linen, Cotton, Hair, Mohair,
or Alpaca, or of any One or more of those Materials mixed with each other or mixed
with any other Material, or shall unlawfully and maliciously cut, break or destroy,
or damage with Intent to destroy or render useless, any Loom, Frame, Machine,
Engine, Rack, Tackle, Tool, or Implement, whether fixed or moveable, prepared for
or employed in carding, spinning, throwing, weaving, fulling, shearing, or otherwise
manufacturing or preparing any such Goods or Articles, or shall by Force enter into
any House, Shop, Building, or Place, with Intent to commit any of the Offences in
this Section mentioned, shall be guilty of Felony, and being convicted thereof shall
be liable, at the Discretion of the Court, to be kept in Penal Servitude for Life or for
any Term not less than Three Years,—or to be imprisoned for any Term not exceeding
Two Years, with' or without Hard Labour, and with or without Solitary Confinement,
and, if a "Male under the Age of Sixteen Years, with or without Whipping.

15 Destroying Machines in, other Manufactures, Threshing Machines, &c.

Whosoever shall unlawfully and maliciously cut, break, or destroy, or damage with
Intent to destroy or to render useless, any Machine or Engine, whether fixed or
moveable, used or-intended to be used for sowing, reaping, mowing, thrashing,
ploughing, or draining, or for performing any other Agricultural Operation, or any
Machine or Engine, or any Tool or Implement, whether fixed or moveable, prepared
for or employed in any Manufacture whatsoever (except the Manufacture of Silk,
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Woollen, Linen, Cotton, Hair, Mohair, or Alpaca Goods, or Goods of any One or more
of those Materials mixed with each other or mixed with any other Material, or any
Framework-knitted Piece, Stocking, Hose, or Lace), shall be guilty of Felony, and
being convicted thereof shall be liable, at the Discretion of the Court, to be kept in
Penal Servitude for any Term not exceeding Seven Years and not less than Three Years,
—or to be imprisoned for any Term not exceeding Two Years, with or without Hard
Labour, and with or without Solitary Confinement, and, if a Male under the Age of
Sixteen Years, with or without Whipping.


