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Offences against the Person Act 1861
1861 CHAPTER 100 24 and 25 Vict

Assaults

[F142 X1 Persons committing any common assault or battery may be imprisoned or
compelled by two magistrates to pay fine and costs not exceeding 5 l.

Where any person shall unlawfully assault or beat any other person, two justices
of the peace, upon complaint by or on behalf of the party aggrieved, may hear and
determine such offence, and the offender shall, upon conviction thereof before them,
at the discretion of the justices, either be committed to the common gaol or house of
correction, there to be imprisoned, F2... for any term not exceeding [F36 months], or
else shall forfeit and pay such fine as shall appear to them to be meet, not exceeding,
together with costs (if ordered), the sum of [F4£200]; and if such fine as shall be so
awarded, together with the costs (if ordered), shall not be paid, either immediately
after the conviction or within such period as the said justices shall at the time of the
conviction appoint, they may commit the offender to the common gaol or house of
correction, there to be imprisoned, F2... for any term not exceeding [F36 months], unless
such fine and costs be sooner paid. ]
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