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Towns Improvement Clauses Act 1847
1847 CHAPTER 34 10 and 11 Vict

Lodging houses

And with respect to lodging houses, be it enacted as follows:

116 For the regulation and inspection of lodging houses.

It shall not be lawful to keep or use as a public lodging house within the limits of the
special Act any house, not being a licensed victualling house, which shall be related to
the relief of the poor on a less sum than ten pounds, nor in any case unless such house
shall have been registered as a lodging house in a book to be kept by the commissioners
for that purpose; and every house shall be deemed a public lodging house within the
meaning of this Act in which persons are harboured or lodged for hire for a single
night, or for less than a week at one time, or any part of which is let for any term less
than a week.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Reference to poor rate to be construed as reference to general rate: General Rate Act 1967 (c. 9), s.

116(2)

117 Commissioners to keep a register of lodging house keepers, and make rules for
promoting cleanliness and ventilation.

The commissioners shall cause a register to be kept in which shall be entered the names
of all such persons as apply to have the houses occupied by them registered as lodging
houses, and the situations of such houses; and the commissioners shall from time to
time fix the number of lodgers who may be received into each such lodging house,
and make rules for promoting cleanliness and ventilation in such lodging house; and
they shall order that a ticket containing the number of lodgers allowed to be received
into the house, and a table of rules for promoting cleanliness and ventilation, shall be
hung up or placed in a conspicuous part of each room into which lodgers are received;
and the keepers of all such lodging houses shall at all times observe the said rules, and
give access to such lodging houses, when required by any persons appointed by the
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commissioners, for the purpose of inspection thereof, or for the purpose of performing
therein any disinfecting process which the commissioners may order.

118 Penalty on lodging house keepers not complying with the provisions of the Act.

Every person who shall keep any lodging house, and receive lodgers therein, without
such lodging houses having been duly registered, or who shall receive into the same
more lodgers than shall be allowed by the commissioners, or who shall fail to keep
such ticket or such table of rules as aforesaid hung up or displayed as required by the
commissioners, or who shall neglect to cause such rules to be observed in any such
lodging house, or who shall refuse to admit to such lodging house at all reasonable
times any person appointed by the commissioners for any of the purposes aforesaid,
or who shall wilfully obstruct any such person in performing any disinfecting process
therein which the commissioners may order, shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding
[F1[F2£25]][F1level 1 on the standard scale] for each such offence.

Textual Amendments
F1 “level 1 on the standard scale” substituted (E.W.) for “£25” by virtue of Criminal Justice Act 1982

(c. 48, SIF 39:1), s. 46
F2 Words substituted by virtue of Criminal Law Act 1977 (c. 45), s. 31(5)(6)(9)
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