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Prison Act 1952
1952 CHAPTER 52 15 and 16 Geo 6 and 1 Eliz 2

Confinement and treatment of prisoners

14 Cells.

(1) The Secretary of State shall satisfy himself from time to time that in every prison
sufficient accommodation is provided for all prisoners.

(2) No cell shall be used for the confinement of a prisoner unless it is certified by an
inspector that its size, lighting, heating, ventilation and fittings are adequate for health
and that it allows the prisoner to communicate at any time with a prison officer.

(3) A certificate given under this section in respect of any cell may limit the period for
which a prisoner may be separately confined in the cell and the number of hours a day
during which a prisoner may be employed therein.

(4) The certificate shall identify the cell to which it relates by a number or mark and the
cell shall be marked by that number or mark placed in a conspicuous position; and
if the number or mark is changed without the consent of an inspector the certificate
shall cease to have effect.

(5) An inspector may withdraw a certificate given under this section in respect of any cell
if in his opinion the conditions of the cell are no longer as stated in the certificate.

(6) In every prison special cells shall be provided for the temporary confinement of
refractory or violent prisoners.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 S. 14 amended by substitution for any reference to an inspector of a reference to an officer (not being

an officer of a prison) acting on behalf of the Secretary of State: S.I. 1963/597, Sch. 1
C2 S. 14(2) modified (31.10.1991) by Criminal Justice Act 1991 (c. 53, SIF 39:1), s. 87(7); S.I.

1991/2208, art. 2(4), Sch. 3
S. 14(2) modified (3.11.1994) by 1991 c. 53, s. 8A (as inserted (3.11.1994) by 1994 c. 33, ss. 99,
172(4))
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C3 S. 14(6) applied with modifications by S.I. 1988/1422, rule 48(3)
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