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Education Act 1944
1944 CHAPTER 31

PART II

THE STATUTORY SYSTEM OF EDUCATION.

SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS AS TO PRIMARY,
SECONDARY AND FURTHER EDUCATION.

Ancillary Services.

57 Duty of local education authorities to report to local authorities under 3 and 4
Geo. 5. c. 28 in certain cases.

(1) If it appears to the local education authority that any child in their area who has attained
the age of two years is suffering from a disability of mind of such a nature or to such
an extent as to make him incapable of receiving education at school, it shall be the
duty of the authority by notice in writing served upon the parent of the child to require
the parent to submit him for examination by a medical officer of the authority; and if
a parent upon whom such a notice is served fails without reasonable excuse to comply
with the requirements thereof, he shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not
exceeding five pounds.

(2) Before any child is so medically examined as aforesaid, the authority shall cause notice
to be given to the parent of the time and place at which the examination will be held,
and the parent shall be entitled to be present at the examination if he so desires.

(3) If, after considering the advice given with respect to any child by a medical officer
in consequence of any such medical examination as aforesaid and any reports or
information which the local education authority are able to obtain from teachers or
other persons with respect to the ability and aptitude of the child, the authority decide
that the child is suffering from a disability of mind of such a nature or to such an extent
as to make him incapable of receiving education at school, it shall be the duty of the
authority to issue to the local authority for the purposes of the Mental Deficiency Act,
1913, a report that the child has been found incapable of receiving education at school:
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Provided that, before issuing such a report with respect to any child, the local education
authority shall give to the parent of the child not less than fourteen days' notice in
writing of their intention to do so, and if within that period the parent refers to the
Minister the question whether such a report should be issued, the report shall not be
issued except by direction of the Minister.

(4) For the purposes of this section, a child shall be deemed to be suffering from a
disability of mind of such a nature and extent as to make him incapable of receiving
education at school not only if the nature and extent of his disability are such as to
make him incapable of receiving education, but also if they are such as to make it
inexpedient that he should be educated in association with other children either in his
own interests or in theirs.

(5) If the local education authority are satisfied that any child in attendance at a school
maintained by them or at any special school not so maintained is suffering from a
disability of mind of such a nature or to such an extent that he will, in their opinion,
require supervision after leaving school, the authority shall before the child ceases
to be of compulsory school age issue to the local authority for the purposes of the
Mental Deficiency Act, 1913, and to the parent of the child, a report that by reason of
a disability of mind the child may require supervision after leaving school.

(6) Any report with respect to a child issued under this section to a local authority for the
purposes of the Mental Deficiency Act, 1913, shall be accompanied by such records
and other information relating to the child as may be prescribed; and upon receiving
such a report it shall be the duty of that authority to consider whether the person in
respect of whom the report was issued ought to be dealt with under that Act.


