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Education Act 1944

1944 CHAPTER 31

PART II
THE STATUTORY SYSTEM OF EDUCATION.

PRIMARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION.
Compulsory Attendance at Primary and Secondary Schools.

School attendance orders.

(1) If it appears to a local education authority that the parent of any child of compulsory
school age in their area is failing to perform the duty imposed on him by the last
foregoing section, it shall be the duty of the authority to serve upon the parent a notice
requiring him, within such time as may be specified in the notice not being less than
fourteen days from the service thereof, to satisfy the authority that the child is receiving
efficient full-time education suitable to his age, ability, and aptitude either by regular
attendance at school or otherwise.

(2) If, after such a notice has been served upon a parent by a local education authority,
the parent fails to satisfy the authority in accordance with the requirements of the
notice that the child to whom the notice relates is receiving efficient full-time education
suitable to his age, ability, and aptitude, then, if in the opinion of the authority it is
expedient that he should attend school, the authority shall serve upon the parent an
order in the prescribed form (hereinafter referred to as a " school attendance order ")
requiring him to cause the child to become a registered pupil at a school named in
the order :

Provided that before serving such an order upon a parent the authority shall, where
practicable, afford him an opportunity of selecting the school to be named in the order,
and if a school is selected by him, that school shall, unless the Minister otherwise
directs, be the school named in the order.

(3) If the local education authority are of opinion that the school selected by the parent
as the school to be named in a school attendance order is unsuitable to the age, ability
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or aptitude of the child with respect to whom the order is to be made, or that the
attendance of the child at the school so selected would involve unreasonable expense
to the authority, the authority may, after giving to the parent notice of their intention
to do so, apply to the Minister for a direction determining what school is to be named
in the order.

(4) If at any time while a school attendance order is in force with respect to any child
the parent of the child makes application to the local education authority by whom
the order was made requesting that another school be substituted for that named in
the order, or requesting that the order be revoked on the ground that arrangements
have been made for the child to receive efficient full-time education suitable to his
age, ability, and aptitude otherwise than at school, the authority shall amend or revoke
the order in compliance with the request unless they are of opinion that the proposed
change of school is unreasonable or inexpedient in the interests of the child, or that
no satisfactory arrangements have been made for the education of the child otherwise
than at school, as the case may be; and if a parent is aggrieved by a refusal of the
authority to comply with any such request, he may refer the question to the Minister,
who shall give such direction thereon as he thinks fit.

(5) If any person upon whom a school attendance order is served fails to comply with the
requirements of the order, he shall be guilty of an offence against this section unless
he proves that he is causing the child to receive efficient full-time education suitable
to his age, ability, and aptitude otherwise than at school.

(6) If in proceedings against any person for a failure to comply with a school attendance
order that person is acquitted, the court may direct that the school attendance order
shall cease to be in force, but without prejudice to the duty of the local education
authority to take further action under this section if at any time the authority are of
opinion that having regard to any change of circumstances it is expedient so to do.

(7) Save as provided by the last foregoing subsection, a school attendance order made with
respect to any child shall, subject to any amendment thereof which may be made by
the local education authority, continue in force so long as he is of compulsory school
age unless revoked by that authority.



