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Registered Designs Act 1949
1949 CHAPTER 88

Registrable designs and proceedings for registration

1 Designs registrable under Act.

(1) Subject to the following provisions of this section, a design may, upon application
made by the person claiming to be the proprietor, be registered under this Act in respect
of any article or set of articles specified in the application.

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Act, a design shall not be registered thereunder unless
it is new or original and in particular shall not be so registered in respect of any article
if it is the same as a design which before the date of the application for registration has
been registered or published in the United Kingdom in respect of the same or any other
article or differs from such a design only in immaterial details or in features which are
variants commonly used in the trade.

(3) In this Act the expression " design " means features of shape, configuration, pattern
or ornament applied to an article by any industrial process or means, being features
which in the finished article appeal to and are judged solely by the eye, but does not
include a method or principle of construction or features of shape or configuration
which are dictated solely by the function which the article to be made in that shape
or configuration has to perform.

(4) Rules made by the Board of Trade under this Act may provide for excluding from
registration thereunder designs for such articles, being articles which are primarily
literary or artistic in character, as the Board think fit.


