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Companies Act 1948
1948 CHAPTER 38 11 and 12 Geo 6

PART IV

MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION.

Dominion Register.

119 Power for company to keep dominion register.

(1) A company having a share capital whose objects comprise the transaction of business
in any part of His Majesty's dominions outside Great Britain, the Channel Islands or
the Isle of Man may cause to be kept in any such part of His Majesty's dominions in
which it transacts business a branch register of members resident in that part (in this
Act called a “dominion register ”).

(2) The company shall give to the registrar of companies notice of the situation of the
office where any dominion register is kept and of any change in its situation, and if it is
discontinued of its discontinuance, and any such notice shall be given within fourteen
days of the opening of the office or of the change or discontinuance, as the case may be.

(3) If default is made in complying with subsection (2) of this section, the company and
every officer of the company who is in default shall be liable to a default fine.

(4) References to a colonial register occurring in any articles registered before the first
day of November, nineteen hundred and twenty-nine, shall be construed as references
to a dominion register.

120 Regulations as to dominion register.

(1) A dominion register shall be deemed to be part of the company's register of members
(in this section called “the principal register ”).

(2) It shall be kept in the same manner in which the principal register is by this Act required
to be kept, except that the advertisement before closing the register shall be inserted
in some newspaper circulating in the district where the dominion register is kept, and
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that any competent court in that part of His Majesty's dominions where the register
is kept may exercise the same jurisdiction of rectifying the register as is under this
Act exercisable by the court, and that the offences of refusing inspection or copies of
a dominion register, and of authorising or permitting the refusal may be prosecuted
summarily before any tribunal having summary criminal jurisdiction in -that part of
His Majesty's dominions.

(3) The company shall—
(a) transmit to its registered office a copy of every entry in its dominion register

as soon as may be after the entry is made; and
(b) cause to be kept at the place where the company's principal register is kept a

duplicate of its dominion register duly entered up from time to time.

Every such duplicate shall for all the purposes of this Act be deemed to be part of the
principal register.

(4) Subject to the provisions of this section with respect to the duplicate register, the shares
registered in a dominion register shall be distinguished from the shares registered in
the principal register, and no transaction with respect to any shares registered in a
dominion register shall, during the continuance of that registration, be registered in
any other register.

(5) A company may discontinue to keep a dominion register, and thereupon all entries in
that register shall be transferred lo some other dominion register kept by the company
in the same part of His Majesty's dominions or to the principal register.

(6) Subject to the provisions of this Act, any company may, by its articles, make such
provisions as it may think fit respecting the keeping of dominion registers.

(7) If default is made in complying with subsection (3) of this section, the company and
every officer of the company who is in default shall be liable to a default fine; and
where, by virtue of proviso (b) to subsection (2) of section one hundred and ten of this
Act, the principal register is kept at the office of some person other than the company
and by reason of any default of his the company fails to comply with paragraph (b) of
subsection (3) of this section, he shall be liable to the same penalty as if he were an
officer of the company who was in default.

121 Stamp duties in case of shares registered in dominion registers.

An instrument of transfer of a share registered in a dominion register, other than such
a register kept in Northern Ireland, shall be deemed to be a transfer of property situate
out of the United Kingdom, and, unless executed in any part of the United Kingdom,
shall be exempt from stamp duty chargeable in Great Britain.

122 Power to extend provisions as to dominion registers to other countries.

(1) The Foreign Jurisdiction Act, 1890, shall have effect as if the last three foregoing
sections were included among the enactments which by virtue of section five of that
Act may be applied by Order in Council to foreign countries in which for the time
being His Majesty has jurisdiction.

(2) His Majesty may by Order in Council direct that the said sections, including any
enactments for the time being in force amending or substituted for those sections, shall
extend, with or without any exceptions, adaptations or modifications specified in the
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Order, to any territories under His Majesty's protection to which those sections cannot
be extended under the Foreign Jurisdiction Act, 1890, as amended by subsection (1)
of this section.

His Majesty may by Order in Council revoke or vary any Order made under this
subsection.

123 Provisions as to branch registers of dominion companies kept in the United
Kingdom.

(1) If by virtue of the law in force in any part of His Majesty's dominions outside Great
Britain companies incorporated under that Jaw have power to keep in Great Britain
branch registers of their members resident in Great Britain, His Majesty may by Order
in Council direct that subsection (2) of section one hundred and ten (except the proviso
thereto) and sections one hundred and thirteen and one hundred and sixteen of this
Act shall, subject to any modifications and adaptations specified in the Order, apply
to and in relation to any such branch registers kept in Great Britain as they apply to
and in relation to the registers of companies within the meaning of this Act.

(2) For the purposes of this section, the expression " His Majesty's dominions " includes
any territory which is under His Majesty's protection or in respect of which a mandate
under the League of Nations has been accepted by His Majesty.

(3) For the purposes of the Mandated and Trust Territories Act, 1947 (which makes
provision as to the application and modification of enactments in relation to such
mandates as aforesaid and the trusteeship system of the United Nations), subsections
(1) and (2) of this section shall be deemed to be contained in an Act of an earlier
session than that Act.


