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Crown Proceedings Act 1947
1947 CHAPTER 44 10 and 11 Geo 6

PART IV

MISCELLANEOUS AND SUPPLEMENTAL

Supplemental

38 Interpretation.

(1) Any reference in this Act to the provisions of this Act shall, unless the context
otherwise requires, include a reference to rules of court F1... made for the purposes
of this Act.

(2) In this Act, except in so far as the context otherwise requires or it is otherwise expressly
provided, the following expressions have the meanings hereby respectively assigned
to them, that is to say:—

“Agent,” when used in relation to the Crown, includes an independent
contractor employed by the Crown;

“Civil proceedings” includes proceedings in the High Court or the county
court for the recovery of fines or penalties, but does not include proceedings
on the Crown side of the King’s Bench Division;

“His Majesty’s aircraft” does not include aircraft belonging to His Majesty
otherwise than in right of His Government in the United Kingdom [F2or the
Scottish Administration];

“His Majesty’s ships” means ships of which the beneficial interest is vested
in His Majesty or which are registered as Government ships for the purposes
of the [F3Merchant Shipping Act 1995], or which are for the time being
demised or subdemised to or in the exclusive possession of the Crown, except
that the said expression does not include any ship in which His Majesty is
interested otherwise than in right of His Government in the United Kingdom
[F2or the Scottish Administration] unless that ship is for the time being
demised or subdemised to His Majesty in right of His said Government [F2or
Administration] or in the exclusive possession of His Majesty in that right;
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“Officer,” in relation to the Crown, includes any servant of His Majesty,
and accordingly (but without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing
provision) includes a Minister of the Crown [F2and a member of the Scottish
Executive];

“Order” includes a judgment, decree, rule, award or declaration;
“Prescribed” means prescribed by rules of court F4...;
“Proceedings against the Crown” includes a claim by way of set-off or

counterclaim raised in proceedings by the Crown;
“Ship” has the [F3the same meaning as in the Merchant Shipping Act 1995];
“Statutory duty” means any duty imposed by or under any Act of

Parliament.

(3) Any reference in this Act to His Majesty in His private capacity shall be construed
as including a reference to His Majesty in right of His Duchy of Lancaster and to the
Duke of Cornwall.

(4) Any reference in Parts III or IV of this Act to civil proceedings by or against the Crown,
or to civil proceedings to which the Crown is a party, shall be construed as including
a reference to civil proceedings to which the Attorney General, or any Government
department, or any officer of the Crown as such is a party:
Provided that the Crown shall not for the purposes of Parts III and IV of this Act be
deemed to be a party to any proceedings by reason only that they are brought by the
Attorney General upon the relation of some other person.

(5) . . . F5

(6) References in this Act to any enactment shall be construed as references to that
enactment as amended by or under any other enactment, including this Act.
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2017 (S.I. 2017/1094), regs. 1(1), 17(5) (with reg. 17)

C31 S. 38(3) applied (21.5.2018) by The Burma (European Union Financial Sanctions) Regulations 2018
(S.I. 2018/539), regs. 1(1), 17(5) (with reg. 17)

C32 S. 38(3) applied (8.8.2018) by The Republic of Maldives (Asset-Freezing) Regulations 2018 (S.I.
2018/861), regs. 1(1), 17(5)

C33 S. 38(3) amended by Animals Act 1971 (c. 22), s. 12(2)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1995/25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1995/25/section/115/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1995/2950
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1995/2950/article/3/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1995/2950/section/I
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/6/section/37/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/6/section/37
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1996/2054
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/1996/2054/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/7/section/14/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/7/section/15/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/7/section/14
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/33
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/33/section/28/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/38
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/38/section/106/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/38/section/106
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/57
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/57/article/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/57/schedule/2/part/I
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/38
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/38/section/196/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/38/section/275/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2000/38/section/196
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/57
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/57/article/3/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/57/schedule/3/part/I
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/2788
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/2788/article/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2001/2788/schedule/1/paragraph/17
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2001/24
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2001/24/section/15/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2001/24/section/14/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2008/2668
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2008/2668/article/13/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2008/2668/article/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/28/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/28
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/28/section/62
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/28/section/100/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/28/schedule/7/paragraph/43/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/28/schedule/7/paragraph/43/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/28/section/100/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2008/28/schedule/7/paragraph/43/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/847
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/847
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2009/847/regulation/16/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2010/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2010/11/section/32/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2010/11/section/34/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/925
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/925
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/925/regulation/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/925/regulation/26/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/925/regulation/26/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/925/regulation/26/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/925/regulation/26/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1516
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1516/regulation/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1516/regulation/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1516/regulation/17/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1516/regulation/17/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1517
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1517
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1517/regulation/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1517/regulation/17/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1517/regulation/17/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1515
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1515/regulation/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1515/regulation/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1515/regulation/17/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2012/1515/regulation/17/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/164
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/164/regulation/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/164/regulation/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/164/regulation/17/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/164/regulation/17
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2012/19
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2012/19/section/77/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2012/19/section/110/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2012/19/section/77/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2012/19/schedule/10/paragraph/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2012/19/schedule/10/paragraph/12
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2012/19/schedule/10/paragraph/17
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/589
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/589/article/2/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/1877
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/1877
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/1877/regulation/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/1877/regulation/21/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2013/1877/regulation/21/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2013/208
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2013/208
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2013/208/regulation/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2013/208/schedule/1/paragraph/3/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2013/208/schedule/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/587
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/587
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/587/regulation/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/587/regulation/17/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/587/regulation/17/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/507
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/507
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/507/regulation/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/507/regulation/17/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/507/regulation/17
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/1827
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/1827
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/1827/regulation/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/1827/regulation/17/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/1827/regulation/17/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/3349
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/3349
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/3349/regulation/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/3349/regulation/17/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/3349/regulation/17/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1740
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1740
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1740/regulation/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1740/regulation/17/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2015/1740/regulation/17/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2017/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2017/6/section/30/6
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2017/6/section/32/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2017/6/section/30
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/1094
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/1094
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/1094/regulation/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/1094/regulation/17/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2017/1094/regulation/17
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/539
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/539
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/539/regulation/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/539/regulation/17/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/539/regulation/17
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/861
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/861
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/861/regulation/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2018/861/regulation/17/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1971/22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1971/22/section/12/2


4 Crown Proceedings Act 1947 (c. 44)
Document Generated: 2024-01-23

Changes to legislation: 
There are currently no known outstanding effects for the Crown Proceedings Act 1947, Section
38.


