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Petroleum (Consolidation) Act 1928
1928 CHAPTER 32

Powers of Inspection, &c

16 Powers of government inspectors

(1) A government inspector shall have power to make such examination and inquiry as
may be necessary to ascertain whether the provisions of this Act or of any regulations
made thereunder are complied with, and for that purpose he—

(a) may enter, inspect, and examine at all reasonable times by day any licensed
premises, and every part thereof, and any premises in which any petroleum-
spirit is kept, or is suspected by him to be kept, in contravention of the
provisions of this Act or of any regulations made thereunder; and

(b) may require the occupier of any premises which he is so entitled to enter,
or a person employed therein by the occupier, to give him samples of any
petroleum on the premises.

(2) The occupier of any such premises as aforesaid, his agents and servants, shall furnish
the means required by a government inspector as being necessary for every such entry,
inspection and examination which he is entitled under this section to make.

(3) If any person fails to permit a government inspector to enter, inspect or examine
as aforesaid, or to comply with any such requisition of a government inspector as
aforesaid, or in any manner obstructs a government inspector in the execution of his
duties, that person shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding fifty
pounds, or on conviction on indictment to a fine not exceeding one hundred pounds.

17 Powers of officers of local authorities as to testing petroleum-spirit

(1) Any officer authorised by a local authority empowered under this Act to grant
petroleum-spirit licences—

(a) may purchase samples of any petroleum from any dealer therein or from any
person who keeps petroleum for the purposes of any trade or industry, or may
on producing a copy of his appointment purporting to be signed by the clerk or
secretary of the local authority require the dealer or other person to show him
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every place and any vessels in which petroleum in his possession is kept and
to give him samples of such petroleum on payment of the value thereof; and

(b) may test or cause to be tested at any convenient place and at such reasonable
time as he may appoint any samples so obtained by him.

(2) Any such officer shall, before testing or causing to be tested any samples under the
last foregoing subsection, give to the dealer or other person from whom they were
obtained notice in writing of the place and time at which they are to be tested, and the
dealer or other person or any person appointed by him may be present at the testing.

(3) If it appears to the person testing any samples of petroleum obtained under this section
that the petroleum is petroleum-spirit, he may give a certificate in writing to that effect,
and a certificate so given shall be received in evidence in any proceedings under this
Act against the person from whom the samples were obtained, so, however, that if,
after hearing any evidence given by or on behalf of that person, the court before which
the proceedings are taken is not satisfied as to the correctness of the certificate, the
court may appoint some person skilled in testing petroleum to test the samples to which
the certificate relates and to report whether the certificate is correct or not.

(4) Any expenses incurred in testing any samples of petroleum under this section shall,
if the person from whom the samples were obtained is convicted of keeping, sending,
conveying, selling, or exposing or offering for sale petroleum-spirit in contravention
of this Act, be paid by that person, and shall be recoverable as part of the costs of the
proceedings against him, but in every other case shall be paid by the local authority.

(5) If any dealer in petroleum or person who keeps petroleum for the purposes of any trade
or industry, by himself or by anyone in his employ or acting by his direction or with
his consent, refuses to show to an officer authorised by the local authority any place
or vessel in which petroleum in his possession is kept, or to give to such an officer
such assistance as he may require for examining any such place or vessel, or to give
him samples of such petroleum on payment of the value .thereof, or wilfully obstructs
the local authority or any officer thereof acting in the execution of this Act, that dealer
or other person shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding twenty
pounds.

18 Warrants to search for and seize petroleum-spirit

(1) If a court of summary jurisdiction is satisfied by information on oath that there
is reasonable ground for suspecting that any petroleum-spirit is being kept, sent,
conveyed, or exposed or offered for sale within the jurisdiction of the court in
contravention of this Act, the court shall grant a search warrant authorising any
person named therein to enter and examine any place, ship or vehicle named in
the warrant and to search for and take samples of petroleum therein and to seize
and remove any petroleum-spirit that he may find therein kept, sent, conveyed, or
exposed or offered for sale in contravention of this Act, and the vessel containing any
such petroleum-spirit, and to detain such petroleum-spirit and vessel until a court of
summary jurisdiction has determined whether or not they are to be forfeited.

(2) Where any petroleum-spirit or vessel is seized by virtue of a warrant granted under
this section—

(a) proceedings shall be commenced forthwith for determining whether or not it
is to be forfeited; and

(b) the person seizing it shall not be liable to any proceedings for detaining it or
for any loss or damage incurred in respect thereof except where the loss or
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damage is due to any wilful act or neglect while the petroleum-spirit or vessel
is so detained; and

(c) in the case of any petroleum-spirit or vessel seized in any ship or vehicle,
the person seizing it may for the purposes of the removal thereof use, during
twenty-four hours after the seizure, the ship or vehicle in which it was seized,
with the tackle, beasts and accoutrements belonging thereto, but if he do so
shall pay to the owner of the ship or vehicle reasonable compensation for the
use thereof: the amount of such compensation shall, in default of agreement,
be assessed by the court of summary jurisdiction before which proceedings
are taken for determining whether or not the petroleum-spirit or vessel is to
be forfeited, and may be recovered in like manner as fines under this Act may
be recovered.

(3) If any person by himself or by anyone in his employ or acting by his direction or with
his consent refuses or fails to admit into any place, ship or vehicle occupied by him
or under his control any person authorised by a warrant granted under this section to
enter that place, ship or vehicle, or obstructs or prevents any person from making any
search, examination or seizure or taking any samples which he is authorised by such a
warrant to make or take, that person shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not
exceeding twenty pounds and may be ordered by the court to forfeit any petroleum-
spirit that is found in his possession or under his control with or without any vessel
in which it is contained.


