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Secretaries of State Act 1926
1926 CHAPTER 18 16 and 17 Geo 5

An Act to transfer the powers of the Secretary for Scotland to one of His Majesty’s
Principal Secretaries of State, and to increase the number of Secretaries of State and
Under Secretaries of State capable of sitting and voting in the Commons House of
Parliament, and for purposes connected with the matters aforesaid. [15th July 1926]

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Act explained by National Heritage (Scotland) Act 1985 (c. 16, SIF 78), s. 20(1)
C2 Act modified by Legal Aid (Scotland) Act 1986 (c. 47, SIF 77:2), s. 1, Sch. 1 para. 2(4) and by

Dockyard Services Act 1986 (c. 52, SIF 58), s. 3(1)(c)
C3 Act applied (S.)(prosp.)by Local Government Finance Act 1992 (c. 14), s. 111(9), 119(2) (with s.

118(1)(2)(4))
C4 Act applied (S.) (1.4.1992) by Valuation and Rating (Scotland) Act 1956 (c. 60), s. 22(3) (as

substituted by Local Government Finance Act 1992 (c. 14), s. 117(1), Sch. 13, para. 10 (with s. 118(1)
(2)(4))); S.I. 1992/818, art. 2(a)

Commencement Information
I1 Act wholly in force at Royal Assent

1 Transfer of powers and duties from Secretary for Scotland to Secretary of State.

(1) On the first appointment after the passing of this Act of an additional Principal
Secretary of State (if His Majesty is pleased to make such an appointment), all the
powers and duties of the Secretary for Scotland shall, by virtue of this Act, become
powers and duties of a Principal Secretary of State, and the office of Secretary for
Scotland and the office of Parliamentary Under Secretary for Health for Scotland shall
be abolished.

(2) On the appointment of such an additional Secretary of State as aforesaid, all property
which at the time of the appointment is vested in the Secretary for Scotland as such
shall, by virtue of this Act, be transferred to and become vested in that additional
Secretary of State.
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(3) For the purpose of the construction of any Act of Parliament, judgment, degree, order,
award, warrant, deed, contract, regulation, byelaw, or other document passed or made
before the time at which the transfer under this Act of the powers and duties of and
of property vested in the Secretary for Scotland to a Principal Secretary of State takes
effect, references therein to the Secretary for Scotland and to the Parliamentary Under
Secretary for Health for Scotland shall, as from the time of the said transfer, have effect
as if they were respectively references to one of His Majesty’s Principal Secretaries
of State and to an Under Secretary to that Principal Secretary of State.
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