
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

Church of Scotland (Property
and Endowments) Act 1925

1925 CHAPTER 33

PART I

STIPEND AND TEIND

1 Stipend to be payable only in money

Subject to the provisions of this Act, every stipend which in any way or to any extent
depends upon fluctuations in the price of victual (hereinafter in this Act referred to as
" victual stipend") shall cease so to depend, and shall be payable only in money at the
standard value thereof as hereinafter defined.

The substitution of the standard value of a victual stipend for the value thereof
according to the present law and. practice is hereinafter in this Act referred to as the
" standardisation " of the stipend and the expressions " standardised " and " date of
standardisation " have corresponding meanings.

2 Standard value of victual stipend

(1) The value in money of victual stipend shall for each county in Scotland be determined
by adding to the former county average value of the different kinds of victual in which
such stipends are localled an increase of five per centum of that average value, and
for the purposes of this section the former county average value of any kind of victual
shall be deemed to be the average value of that kind of victual for that county for the
fifty years 1873 to 1922, as ascertained—

(a) In the case of the kinds of victual mentioned in the First Schedule to this Act,
by reference to the values set out therein, or where for any county the value
of any such kind of victual is not so set out, then by reference to the value of
such other kind of victual for that county or to the value of the same kind of
victual for such other county or counties as the Court of Session may select,
and by Act of Sederunt prescribe, as being most suitable in the circumstances
of the case; and
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(b) In the case of any kind of victual not mentioned in the First Schedule to this
Act, in accordance with the provisions set out in the Second Schedule to this
Act.

(2) In the application of the foregoing provisions of this section to a particular parish,
regard shall be had to any special method of calculation of stipend customary in that
parish (including calculation of a stipend localled in Bear by reference to the fiars
price for first or second Barley) and the sheriff may give such instructions to-the Clerk
of Teinds as he may deem to be necessary or proper for this purpose upon application
made to him by any minister or presbytery or heritor concerned at any time before the
expiry of six months after the date of standardisation. If no such application is then
made in respect of any parish, this subsection shall not have effect with respect to that
parish. Intimation of any such application shall be made to such persons as the sheriff
may appoint. The decision of the sheriff shall be final unless, an appeal therefrom
shall be taken to the Lord Ordinary by the applicant or by any person appearing in the
application in manner provided by the Ecclesiastical Buildings and Glebes (Scotland)
Act, 1868, with respect to appeals from the sheriff to the Lord Ordinary under that
Act, and the provisions of that Act relating to such appeals shall, with the necessary
modifications, apply to appeals under this subsection, and the clerk to the process in
appeals under this subsection shall be the Clerk of Teinds.

(3) The value in money of any victual stipend, as the same may be determined under
subsection (1) of this section subject to any variation under subsection (2) thereof
along with the value of any money stipend is in this Act referred to as the "standard
value " of that stipend.

3 Date of standardisation of stipend

The date of standardisation of a stipend shall be the term of Martinmas which shall
first occur not less than six months after the date when the benefice becomes actually
vacant or is deemed to have become vacant by election or by notification as hereinafter
provided. In the case of a benefice which is actually vacant at the passing of this Act the
date of standardisation shall be the term of Martinmas, nineteen hundred and twenty-
five.

The words " becomes actually vacant" shall not include the occasion where a minister
is succeeded by an assistant and successor appointed to him before the passing of this
Act, but shall include the occasion where a minister is succeeded by an assistant and
successor appointed to him after such passing.

4 Standardisation by election

Any minister who at the passing of this Act is entitled to a victual stipend may elect
that the stipend shall be standardised, and if he so elects he shall intimate his election
in writing in the form set forth in the Third Schedule to this Act or in a similar form
to the heritors to the clerk of the presbytery and to the General Trustees, and in such
case the benefice shall for the purposes of this Act be deemed to have become vacant
by election at the date of the said intimation.

Where at the passing of this Act an assistant and successor has been appointed to a
minister entitled to a victual stipend, either the minister or the assistant and successor
with the consent of the assistant and successor or of the minister (as the case may be),
or failing such consent with the authority of the presbytery may elect and intimate his
election as aforesaid.
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5 Standardisation by notification

(1) It shall be lawful for the General Trustees to intimate in writing to the minister of any
parish who is entitled to victual stipend and to the clerk of the presbytery and to the
heritors that the victual stipend is to be standardised and in such case the benefice
shall for the purposes of this Act, but subject as hereinafter in this section provided,
be deemed to have become vacant by notification at the date of the said intimation :
Provided that the General Trustees before making such intimation shall have given
to the minister an undertaking that (notwithstanding such standardisation) the amount
of his stipend according to the present law and practice will continue to be paid to
him by the General Trustees until he ceases to be minister of the parish and that the
right (if any) of his widow or other representatives to Ann will, in the event of his
death, be satisfied, and the obligations contained in any such undertaking shall be duly
fulfilled by the General Trustees, who shall be indemnified by the General Assembly
to such extent (if any) as may be necessary having regard to the amount of money at
the disposal of the Trustees for that purpose: Provided always that if at any time during
the currency of such an undertaking the minister intimates to the General Trustees in
terms of the section of this Act relating to standardisation by election, his election that
his stipend should be standardised, such intimation shall have effect as in that section
provided and the undertaking shall cease to operate.

(2) In the application of the foregoing subsection to a benefice where an assistant and
successor has been appointed to the minister before the passing of this Act, the word "
minister" shall include and refer to that assistant and successor as well as the minister:
Provided that the undertaking to be given by the General Trustees to the assistant and
successor shall include his interest in the stipend so long as he remains assistant and
successor as well as after he succeeds the minister should that event occur, but shall
not include any right with respect to Ann.

6 Collegiate charges

With respect to a parish where separate benefices exist and both the ministers are
entitled to victual stipend, except where in such parish there are no surplus teinds, the.
foregoing provisions of this Act shall have effect subject to the following modification,
namely, that neither of the benefices shall be deemed to be or to become "actually
vacant or to have become vacant by election or notification, unless the other benefice
was actually vacant at the passing of this Act, or shall thereafter have become actually
vacant or been deemed to have become vacant by election or notification.

7 Vesting of standardised stipend

Any stipend which has been standardised under the provisions of this Act shall as
on and from the date of standardisation vest de die in diem in the minister entitled
thereto without prejudice to the payment of any stipend vested in him or in any former
incumbent of the benefice according to the present law and practice and subject to the
satisfaction of any claim for Ann on the part of the widow or other representatives
of a deceased incumbent: Provided that in the case of a benefice which is deemed
to have become vacant by notification the foregoing provision shall not have effect
unless and until the benefice becomes actually vacant or is deemed to have become
vacant by election.



4 Church of Scotland (Property and Endowments) Act 1925 (c. 33)
PART I – Stipend and Teind

Document Generated: 2023-05-16
Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

8 Payment of standardised stipend

(1) As from the date of standardisation any stipend which has been standardised under
the provisions of this Act shall be payable by the heritors to the General Trustees half-
yearly at the terms of Whitsunday and Martinmas each half-yearly payment being
in respect of the half-year preceding the date of payment subject to the following
exceptions, namely—

(a) that the first half of the standardised stipend for the year beginning on the date
of standardisation shall not become payable until the term of Lammas in that
year; and

(b) that the second half of the standardised stipend for that year shall not become
payable till the term of Candlemas in the following year.

(2) Where as hereinafter in this Act provided the standard value of the stipend as shown
by the teind roll is constituted a real burden or has been redeemed or extinguished
as the case may be, the provisions of this section shall cease to have effect, and with
respect to payments under this section due or payable before that event, the General
Trustees shall have all the powers of recovery which according to the present law and
practice a minister has with respect to his stipend.

9 Provisions as to Ann

(1) Neither the widow nor any other representative of any minister admitted after the
passing of this Act to any benefice in the Church of Scotland shall be entitled to Ann.

(2) The foregoing provision shall, so far as respects any right in name of Ann to any
stipend standardised under the provisions of this Act, apply to the widow and other
representatives of any minister admitted before the passing of this Act where the
benefice is deemed to have become vacant by election and the minister survives the
date of standardisation by one year or more.

(3) Save as in this Act expressly provided, nothing contained therein shall affect or be
construed to affect the right which the widow or other representatives of a deceased
minister has or have by the present law and practice to one half year's stipend in name
of Ann.

10 Augmentation of stipend

(1) On the passing of this Act the present law relating to augmentation of stipend shall
cease to have effect without prejudice to any application for augmentation competently
made before such passing or to anything following on such application or done therein.

(2) The minister or the General Trustees as the case may be to whom a stipend or a
standardised stipend is payable may—

(a) if not less than twenty years shall have elapsed since the date of the last
application for augmentation of the stipend ; or

(b) upon the expiry of twenty years from the date of the last application for
augmentation of the stipend or upon the expiry of ten years from the passing
of this Act, whichever of these two events shall first occur;

apply to the Lord Ordinary to find whether there are surplus teinds available for an
augmentation.' No such application may be made after the expiry of eleven years from
the passing of this Act.
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(3) If the Lord Ordinary (whose decision shall be final and not subject to review) finds
that there are surplus teinds so available, the minister or the General Trustees, as the
case may be, shall be entitled to receive as from the first term of Martinmas following
the date of the application an augmentation according to the following scale:—

(a) Where the stipend as last modified by the Court of Teinds does not exceed
twenty-five chalders, an augmentation of six chalders; and

(b) Where the stipend as so modified exceeds twenty-five chalders but is less than
thirty chalders, an augmentation of five chalders; and

(c) Where the stipend as so modified is thirty chalders or upwards, an
augmentation of four chalders.

The foregoing augmentation of six, five or four chalders, as the case may be, shall be
converted and localled in sterling money according to the standard value, the order of
allocation being in accordance with the present practice.

If the amount of the available surplus teinds as ultimately ascertained in the
localling of the augmentation among the heritors is insufficient to meet the foregoing
augmentations, the augmentation shall be limited to the amount so ascertained.

(4) As from the date when a minister or the General Trustees, as the case may be,
becomes or become entitled to an augmentation under this section, the amount of the
augmentation shall be added to the stipend and shall be payable and recoverable in
like manner.

(5) The provisions set out in the Fourth Schedule to this Act shall have effect with respect
to augmentations under this section and any decree of locality following thereon.

(6) An augmentation under this section shall come in place of all future rights of
augmentation and shall be final.

(7) In the event of the Lord Ordinary finding that there are no surplus teinds available
for an augmentation, neither the minister nor the General Trustees shall be entitled to
make any further application.

(8) In the application of this section to a parish where separate benefices exist and both
ministers are entitled to victual stipend—

(a) the expression " the date of the last application " for augmentation of the
stipend" shall, in cases where applications for augmentation were last made
at different dates, mean the later of those dates; and

(b) the expression " the stipend as last modified by " the Court of Teinds " shall
mean the stipend of each or either of the two benefices taken separately.

11 Teind rolls

(1) There shall be prepared by the Clerk of Teinds for every parish in Scotland a teind roll
specifying in sterling money—

(a) The total teind of that parish; and
(b) The amount of that total applicable to the lands of each heritor; and
(c) The value of the whole stipend payable to the minister, so far as payable out

of teinds including vicarage teinds payable as stipend and surrendered teinds
so payable; and

(d) The proportion of that value payable by each heritor in the parish.
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(2) The said teind rolls shall be prepared and issued as soon as may be practicable, and
the provisions of the Fifth Schedule to this Act shall have effect with respect to the
preparation, issue, and adjustment of the teind rolls.

(3) The Court of Session shall make by Act of Sederunt, with the approval of the Treasury,
such rules and regulations as may in the judgment of the Court from time to time
be necessary to regulate the amount of the fees to be paid to the Clerk of Teinds in
connection with the preparation, issue, and adjustment of the teind rolls and the time
and place, of the payment of the said fees. The expenses of the preparation, issue
and adjustment of the teind roll, including where a state of teinds is necessary the
expense of the preparation thereof, shall be apportioned among the heritors (including
any heritors whose teinds have been valued and surrendered before the date of
standardisation) in proportion to the amount of the total teind applicable to the lands of
each heritor. The share of such expenses apportioned to any heritor, other than a heritor
whose teinds have been valued and surrendered as aforesaid shall be payable by such
heritor, and the share of such expenses apportioned to any heritor whose teinds have
been valued and surrendered as aforesaid shall be payable by the General Trustees.

12 Charge to be substituted for liability for stipend exceeding one pound

Where the standard value (as shown by the teind roll of a parish) of the stipend exigible
from the teinds of any lands of a heritor in that parish which are comprised in one
entry in the teind roll exceeds the sum of one pound—

(1) the amount of such standard value shall by virtue of this Act be constituted as at and
from the first term of Whitsunday or Martinmas which shall occur after the date when
the teind roll becomes final a real burden (in this Act referred to as the "standard
charge") on the lands from the teinds of which the said stipend is exigible in favour
of the General Trustees preferable to all other securities or burdens not incidents of
tenure;

(2) the amount of the standard charge shall be payable by equal half-yearly instalments at
the terms of Whitsunday and Martinmas each half-yearly instalment being in respect
of the half year preceding the date of payment and the said instalments shall be
recoverable by the same means and in the like manner as any feu-duty out of the said
lands would be recoverable;

(3) the standard charge over any lands may at any time after the completion of the teind
roll be redeemed by and in the option of the heritor of those lands or other person liable
in respect of the standard charge either (a) for such consideration or in such manner as
may be agreed upon between the person liable and the General Trustees, or (b) at any
term of Whitsunday or Martinmas after three months' notice either (i) by payment to
the Trustees of such a sum as would if invested at the time of payment in Consolidated
2 ½ per cent. annuities produce an annual sum equal to the standard charge, or (ii)
by transfer to the General Trustees of such an amount of Consolidated 2 ½ per cent.
annuities as would produce an annual sum equal to the standard charge;

(4) upon the redemption of the standard charge as aforesaid any claim upon the heritor
or other person in respect of such standard charge shall cease and be extinguished
and the lands from which the same was exigible shall be disburdened thereof in all
time coming and an entry to that effect shall be made in the teind roll which shall be
sufficient evidence of the discharge of the burden.
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13 Allocation of standard charge

A standard charge shall from its constitution continue a real burden on the whole of the
lands subject thereto, and on every part of those lands notwithstanding any disposition
of the lands or any part thereof unless and until intimation of an allocation of the
standard charge has been made in writing by the General Trustees and the disponer
or his representatives to the Clerk of Teinds, who upon receiving such an intimation
shall forthwith make the necessary entry in the teind roll.

If as the result of any such allocation the portion of a standard charge so allocated upon
the lands disponed or remaining a real burden on the lands retained by the disponer
does not exceed one pound, the disponer or his representatives shall within three
months after the date of the entry in the roll redeem the same by payment to the General
Trustees of a sum equal to the amount so allocated or remaining a burden multiplied
by twenty; and if the portion of the standard charge so allocated or remaining a burden
exceeds one pound but is less than fifteen pounds, that portion of the standard charge
shall as from the date of the entry in the teind roll be increased by five per centum.

14 Provisions where stipend exceeds one shilling but does not exceed one pound

Subject to the provisions of the next succeeding section of this Act, where the standard
value (as shown by the teind roll of a parish) of the stipend exigible from the teinds
of any lands of a heritor in that parish which are comprised in one entry in the teind
roll does not exceed the sum of one pound :—

(1) the heritor or other person liable in payment of the said stipend shall redeem the same
either—

(a) at the first term of Whitsunday or Martinmas which shall occur not less than
three months after the date on which the teind roll of the parish becomes final
for such consideration or in such manner as may be agreed upon between the
person so liable and the General Trustees; or

(b) by payment to the General Trustees at the said term of Whitsunday or
Martinmas of a sum equal to the standard value of the said stipend multiplied
by eighteen; or

(c) by payment to the General Trustees, along with each half-yearly payment of
the said stipend during a period of eighteen years commencing at the said term
of Whitsunday or Martinmas, of a redemption instalment equal to seventy-
five per centum of the half-yearly payment of the stipend, which redemption
instalment shall be recoverable by the General Trustees in the same manner
as the half-yearly payment of the stipend:

(2) Upon the redemption of a stipend as aforesaid any claim upon the heritor or other
person in respect of such stipend shall cease and be extinguished and an entry to that
effect made in the teind roll shall be sufficient evidence of the redemption.

15 Extinction of liability for stipend not exceeding one shilling

Where the standard value (as shown by the teind roll of a parish) of the stipend exigible
from the teinds of all the lands of a heritor in that parish, whether those lands are
comprised in one or in more than one entry in the teind roll does not exceed the sum
of one shilling, any claim for or in respect of the stipend upon the heritor or other
person liable in payment thereof (other than a claim for payments already due) shall,
notwithstanding any law or practice to the contrary, cease and be extinguished as at the
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first term of Whitsunday or Martinmas which shall occur not less than three months
after the date on which the teind roll of the parish becomes final.

16 Valuation and surrender of teinds

(1) After the passing of this Act, the provisions set out in the Sixth Schedule to this Act
which relate to the obtaining of valuations of teinds and the surrender of valued teinds
shall have effect for those purposes and the present law and practice relating thereto
shall cease to apply but without prejudice to any proceedings taken before the passing
of this Act or to any proceedings which may be taken within three years after the
passing of this Act for the approbation of reports of sub-commissioners relating to the
valuation of teinds.

(2) Where the annual agricultural value of any lands has been ascertained in accordance
with the provisions set out in the said schedule one-fifth part of that value shall be the
valued teind of those lands in all time coming.

(3) Where no application for the ascertainment of the annual agricultural value of any
lands, the teinds of which have not been valued, is made in accordance with the said
provisions and within the period thereby prescribed, the value of such teinds specified
in the teind roll for the parish in which the lands are situate shall be deemed to be
accepted by acquiescence, and shall be the valued teind of those lands in all time
coming.

17 Deduction of stipend in question with titular

As from the date of standardisation of any stipend which has been standardised under
the provisions of this Act, the heritor of any lands from the teinds of which the stipend
or any part thereof is exigible shall, in any accounting in respect of those teinds with
the titular thereof, be entitled to deduct the amount of the standardised stipend exigible
from those teinds, or of any standard charge coming in place of such stipend or any
part thereof, whether or not such stipend or part thereof, or standard charge, has been
redeemed or extinguished.

18 Sale of surplus teinds

Notwithstanding anything contained in the Act of the Scots Parliament, 1693, c. 23
(an Act renewing the commission for plantation of kirks and valuation of teinds), or in
any other enactment or in any charter, grant or deed, it shall be lawful after the passing
of this Act for the titular or any other person having right of titularity to sell surplus
teinds on such terms as may be agreed upon between him and the heritor.

Nothing in this section shall prejudice or affect the provisions of the Acts of the Scots
Parliament, 1633, c. 17 (anent the rate and price of teinds), and 1690, c. 23 (concerning
patronages) or any other enactment at present in force authorising the sale of surplus
teinds.

19 Provisions as to certain payments out of the Consolidated Fund

(1) The charges and payments described in the Seventh Schedule to this Act and any other
payments to or on behalf of the Church or the General Assembly or any committee or
institution of the Church or any minister which at the passing of this Act are charged

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/aosp/1693/23
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/aosp/1633/17
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/aosp/1690/23


Church of Scotland (Property and Endowments) Act 1925 (c. 33)
PART II – Scottish Ecclesiastical Commissioners
Document Generated: 2023-05-16

9

Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

on and payable out of the Consolidated Fund of the United Kingdom shall thenceforth
be paid to the General Trustees in such manner as may be directed by the Treasury.

(2) The Treasury may at any time contract for the redemption of all or any of the payments
referred to in the preceding subsection by payment to the General Trustees of such
capital sum or sums as may be agreed between the Treasury and the General Trustees.

(3) (i) The Treasury may from time to time borrow from the National Debt
Commissioners and those Commissioners may lend to the Treasury such
capital sum or sums as may be necessary for carrying into effect any contract
made in pursuance of the immediately preceding subsection.

(ii) For the purpose of repaying any such loan the Treasury may create in favour
of the National Debt Commissioners a terminable annuity for a period not
exceeding twenty years from the date of the loan to be calculated with interest
at such rate as may be agreed.

(iii) Such annuity shall be notified by certificate under the hand of the Comptroller
or Assistant Comptroller and the Actuary of the National Debt Office and
shall be charged upon the Consolidated Fund of the United Kingdom or the
growing produce thereof.

PART II

SCOTTISH ECCLESIASTICAL COMMISSIONERS

20 Constitution, powers and procedure of Scottish Ecclesiastical Commissioners

(1) Such persons not exceeding five in number as His Majesty may appoint shall be
Commissioners under this Act for the purposes aftermentioned, and shall be styled
the Scottish Ecclesiastical Commissioners. One of the Commissioners being a person
who holds or has held judicial office shall be appointed Chairman.

(2) The Commissioners shall hold office during His Majesty's pleasure. If a vacancy
occurs in the number of the Commissioners by reason of death, resignation, incapacity
or otherwise, His Majesty may appoint some other person to fill the vacancy, and so
from time to time as occasion requires.

(3) The Commissioners may act by any one or more of their body and notwithstanding any
vacancy in their number; but if any person aggrieved by an order or decision of one
Commissioner so requires, the order or decision shall be reconsidered on re-hearing
by not less than three Commissioners.

(4) The procedure, place of meeting, and authentication of documents of the
Commissioners shall be regulated in such manner as the Commissioners determine.

(5) The Commissioners may examine witnesses on oath, and for enforcing the attendance
of witnesses, the examination of witnesses and the production of books and
documents, shall have all such powers, rights, and privileges as are vested in any of
His Majesty's Courts of Law.

(6) The Commissioners may appoint or employ a secretary and such other officers and
persons and with such remuneration as they think necessary, and may remove any
person so appointed or employed.
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(7) The salaries and remuneration of any persons so appointed or employed, and all
expenses of the Commissioners incurred in the execution of this Act, shall be paid out
of moneys to be provided for that purpose by the General Assembly.

21 Orders of Commissioners

(1) The Commissioners may, after such inquiry in each individual case as they may think
fit, make such orders as they may consider necessary or proper for any of the following
purposes, that is to say:

(a) for giving effect to the schemes framed by the Commissioners under the
provisions of this Act relating to burgh churches, including the modification
of the Act 23 & 24 Victoria, chapter 50, entitled " An Act to abolish the annuity
tax " in Edinburgh and Montrose, and to make " provision in regard to the
stipends of the " ministers in that city and burgh, and also " to make provision
for the patronage of the " church of North Leith," and of any other local or
personal Act, decree of the Court of Session or Court of Teinds or agreement
relating to the burgh churches;

(b) for the transfer to the General Trustees of the parliamentary churches and
manses under the provisions of the section of this Act relating to parliamentary
churches and manses;

(c) for the transfer to the General Trustees of the churches and manses of the
parishes mentioned in the Eighth Schedule to this Act;

(d) for the transfer to the General Trustees of endowments referred to in the
section of this Act relating to endowments in certain parishes quoad omnia;

(e) for framing and giving effect to schemes relating to churches and manses with
respect to which the sheriff may, as hereinafter provided, find and declare that
the case ought to be dealt with by the Commissioners;

(f) for giving effect to the provisions of the section of this Act relating to the
transfer of rights in glebes ;

(g) for framing and giving effect to a scheme or schemes under the provisions
of the section of this Act relating to allocation by General Trustees of certain
moneys to be received from Treasury;

(h) for the protection and preservation of any church or other ecclesiastical
building which is for the time being used for ecclesiastical purposes, and
which the Commissioners may, upon application made to them by the Royal
Commission on Historic Monuments in Scotland or any person interested,
consider to require special provisions in the public interest with respect to
maintenance and access;

(i) for the transfer to and administration by the General Trustees of any capital
sum fixed or awarded and invested by way of commutation of fish teinds
under the provisions of the Fish Teinds (Scotland) Act, 1864;

(j) for the transfer to a kirk session of communion plate or other ecclesiastical
furnishings in use in a church or by a congregation in any case in which a right
of property in the plate or other furnishings is claimed by any public body;

(k) for any other matter or thing which the Commissioners consider to be
necessary or proper in connection with any of the purposes aforesaid.

(2) Any such order shall have effect as if enacted in this Act, and may be recorded in the
Register of Sasines.
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(3) In respect that the Act 23 & 24 Victoria, chapter 50, imposed an obligation on the
town council of Edinburgh to grant a bond of annuity for the annual sum of four
thousand two hundred pounds to the Edinburgh Ecclesiastical Commissioners for the
purposes of the said Act, and in respect that the Act 33 & 34 Victoria, chapter 87,
empowered the said town council to redeem the said bond of annuity by a payment
to the said Commissioners of the sum of fifty-six thousand five hundred pounds and
that the said bond of annuity was so redeemed by the payment of the said sum to
the said Commissioners, nothing contained in this Act or in any order to be made by
the Commissioners under the provisions of this section shall impose or be deemed to
impose any further financial obligation or liability on the said town council in relation
to the burgh churches situated within the burgh of Edinburgh, and any liability or
obligation incumbent on the said town council in connection with the upkeep and
maintenance or restoration or renewal of the burgh churches situated within the said
burgh or payment of stipend to the ministers thereof shall be deemed to have been
fulfilled and shall be at an end.

22 Burgh churches

With respect to the churches mentioned in the Ninth Schedule to this Act (in this Act
referred to as " burgh churches ") the following provisions shall have effect:—

(1) As soon as conveniently may be after the passing of this Act the Commissioners shall
inquire into all circumstances relating to existing rights of property in the fabrics and
sites of the burgh churches, and any manses or other subjects connected therewith, and
in any churchyards connected with the burgh churches, the stipends of the ministers
thereof and any funds, endowments, pew rents or assessments from which the stipends
of the ministers, the maintenance of the churches and other subjects, and any other
expenditure in connection therewith is defrayed, and shall thereafter frame schemes
for the future ownership, maintenance, and administration of the burgh churches and
other subjects and the payment of stipend to the ministers:

(2) Every such scheme shall make provision for—
(a) the transfer to the General Trustees of all rights of property vested in or

belonging to the magistrates or the town council of any of the burghs within
which the burgh churches are situated in the fabrics and sites of the burgh
churches and of any manses and other subjects connected therewith, and in
any churchyards connected with the burgh churches, and for the transfer to
the General Trustees of the duty of maintaining any property so transferred;

(b) the transfer to the General Trustees of all or any property held for church
purposes by or on behalf of the magistrates or the town council of any of the
burghs within which the burgh churches are situated;

(c) the periodical payment to the General Trustees of all sums which are at present
paid or payable by the magistrates or town council of any of the said burghs
in respect of the stipends of the ministers of the burgh churches and (so far as
the Commissioners consider this to be equitable and reasonable) of all sums
which are at present paid or payable by the magistrates or town council of any
of the said burghs in respect of the ownership and maintenance of the fabrics
and sites of the churches and manses, or other subjects connected therewith;

(d) the redemption of such periodical payments by the payment to the General
Trustees of a capital sum or by the creation of terminable annuities or of
sinking funds;
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(e) the transfer to the General Trustees of any property heritable or moveable held
by any public body (whether statutory or otherwise) or person other than the
magistrates or town council for the benefit of the minister of any of the burgh
churches by way of stipend;

(f) the protection of the interests of the ministers or assistants and successors
who at the passing of this Act are incumbents of the benefices of the burgh
churches;

(g) the protection (so far as the Commissioners consider this to be practicable) of
the interests of town councils in the burgh churches as regards sittings allotted
to the town councils for their use, the right to have the church bells rung on
special occasions, and the preservation of any other similar right or privilege
hitherto enjoyed by the town councils;

(h) the General Trustees before selling, feuing, or otherwise alienating a burgh
church, and the site thereof, giving to the town council of the burgh in which
such burgh church is situated an opportunity of acquiring the same on such
terms and conditions as may be agreed upon or as, failing agreement, may be
determined by an arbiter to be appointed by the sheriff on the application of
either party provided as follows:—

(i) The price to be paid to the General Trustees by the town council shall
not exceed such a sum as would be necessary to reinstate the church
on a new site within the municipal boundaries of the burgh in which
such burgh church is situated, should it in the judgment of the General
Trustees be necessary to provide at the time a new church within the
municipal boundaries of such burgh;

(ii) In the event of it being unnecessary in the judgment of the General
Trustees to provide at the time a new church such as aforesaid the
price to be paid to the General Trustees by the town council shall
not exceed such a sum as would be necessary to reimburse the
General Trustees for all expenditure incurred by them subsequent to
the passing of this Act, and within forty years prior to the date of the
sale, for the repair, enlargement, or renewal of such burgh church,
or part thereof, or as the case may be to liquidate any outstanding
debt or obligation incurred or undertaken by the General Trustees
relative to any such repair, enlargement, or renewal (so far as such
expenditure, debt, or obligation has not been met out of any periodical
payment made by the magistrates or town council of such burgh for
the maintenance of such burgh church, or out of any capital sum,
terminable annuity, or sinking fund paid in respect of the redemption
thereof), and to meet the expenses of the necessary conveyance:

(3) The General Trustees shall not be entitled to sell, feu, or otherwise alienate any of
the burgh churches or the site thereof to any person unless they shall have previously
offered to convey such church or site to the town council of the burgh in which such
church is situated, on the same terms and conditions as they may be prepared to accept
from such person, and the town council have failed to reply to the offer within a period
of one month from the date thereof, or have within that period declined to accept the
offer:

(4) The provisions of this Act in regard to the transfer to the General Trustees of all
rights of property in any churchyards connected with the burgh churches, and the
duty of maintaining any churchyards so transferred, shall not apply to the churchyards
of Greyfriars and Canon-gate in the burgh of Edinburgh, or to the churchyard of St.
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David's or Ramshorn in the burgh of Glasgow, or to the churchyards of St. Nicholas
and St. Clements in the burgh of Aberdeen, which churchyards shall continue to belong
to and be maintained by the town councils of the said burghs, respectively:

(5) In the application of paragraphs (b), (c), and (d) of subsection (2) of this section to
any scheme framed with respect to any of the burgh churches the Commissioners shall
have regard to the conditions contained in the decree of disjunction and erection of
the burgh church :

(6) When all matters contained in the scheme relating to a burgh church have been duly
carried out and implemented all liability or obligation incumbent on the magistrates
and town council of the burgh in which a burgh church is situated, in connection
with the upkeep and maintenance of such burgh church and payment of stipend to the
minister thereof, shall be deemed to have been fulfilled and shall be at an end, subject
only to the payment of any capital sum, terminable annuity, or sinking fund for the
redemption of any periodical payment made by such magistrates or town council in
connection with the maintenance of such church and the stipend of the minister thereof.

23 Parliamentary churches and manses

With respect to the churches and manses mentioned in the Tenth Schedule to this
Act (which together with any land whether described as churchyard, glebe, or
otherwise connected with the said churches and manses are in this Act referred to as
" parliamentary churches and manses") the following provisions shall have effect:—

As soon as conveniently may be after the passing of this Act the Commissioners
shall inquire into all circumstances relating to existing rights of property in the
fabrics and sites of the parliamentary churches and manses, and to the maintenance
thereof whether under the provisions of the Act 5 George IV., Chapter 90, and any
conveyance or other deed relating to any of the said churches and manses in favour
of the Commissioners under the said Act or under any decision of the Court of
Teinds or otherwise, and the Commissioners shall thereafter by order provide for
the transfer to the General Trustees of the fabrics and sites of the said churches and
manses, and of all powers and duties with respect to the maintenance and repair of
the said fabrics and the allocation of sitting accommodation in the said churches.

24 Churches and manses of certain parishes erected under Act of 1844

With respect to the churches and manses of the parishes quoad omnia mentioned in
the Eighth Schedule to this Act, the following provisions shall have effect:—

As soon as conveniently may be after the passing of this Act the Commissioners
shall inquire into all circumstances relating to existing rights of property in the
fabrics and sites of the churches and manses of the parishes aforesaid, and to the
maintenance thereof whether under any existing titles relating to the said churches
and manses or otherwise, and the Commissioners shall thereafter by order provide
for the transfer to the General Trustees of the fabrics and sites of the said churches
and manses, and of all powers and duties with respect to the maintenance and
repair of the said fabrics, and the allocation of sitting accommodation in the said
churches.

25 Endowments in certain parishes quoad omnia

Where in the case of a parish quoad omnia (not being one of the parishes quoad
omnia mentioned in the Eighth Schedule to this Act) there exists any mortification
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or other endowment not derived from teinds which is for the benefit of the minister
by way of stipend, the Commissioners shall, upon application made to them by the
General Trustees, inquire into all circumstances relating to such endowment, and may
thereafter by order provide for the transfer of the endowment to the General Trustees:

Provided that, except in the case of a benefice which is actually vacant at the passing of
this Act, any order made by the Commissioners under this section shall not take effect
unless or until the benefice shall have become actually vacant after such passing.

PART III

TRANSFER OF PARISH CHURCHES, MANSES, GLEBES AND CHURCHYARDS

26 Parish churches, manses, glebes and churchyards

With a view to the transfer to and vesting in the General Trustees of all rights of
property in and duties of maintenance or extension with respect to the churches,
manses, and glebes of parishes quoad omnia (other than the churches and manses of
the parishes quoad omnia mentioned in the Eighth Schedule to this Act), the transfer
to and vesting in the respective parish councils of all such rights in and duties with
respect to the churchyards of such parishes, and the extinction of all such rights and
duties as aforesaid heretofore belonging to and incumbent upon heritors or ministers,
the following provisions of this Part of this Act shall have effect, and shall apply to
such parishes only.

27 Proceedings relating to matters mentioned in section three of 31 & 32 Vict. c. 96

No proceedings relating to any of the matters mentioned in section three of the
Ecclesiastical Buildings and Glebes (Scotland) Act, 1868, shall be instituted or
entertained before or by any presbytery or any court of law or the Commissioners
except as hereinafter in this Act provided. The foregoing provision shall be deemed
to have had effect as on and from the first day of February, nineteen hundred and
twenty-five, but without prejudice to any proceedings instituted before that date or to
the enforcement of any order, finding, judgment, interlocutor, or decree made, given,
or pronounced therein, or to any contract or agreement made by heritors before that
date or to any resolution passed by heritors to levy an assessment to meet expenditure
incurred in pursuance of such contract or agreement, and any such assessment shall
be recoverable as if this Act had not been passed.

28 Transfer of rights in parish churches and manses

(1) Where the General Trustees are of opinion that any church or manse is not in a
reasonable state of tenantable repair and that the duty of executing repairs is incumbent
upon heritors, the General Trustees may agree with the heritors concerned for the
repair of the same by or at the expense of the heritors or for the payment by the heritors
to the General Trustees of a sum of money in lieu of repair, and failing agreement
the General Trustees may within three years after the passing of this Act apply to
the sheriff for an order directing the heritors to carry out such repairs (if any) not
involving structural alterations as he may consider necessary, or if the General Trustees
so require to pay to the General Trustees such sum of money in lieu of repair as the
sheriff may determine. The sheriff shall deal with any such application in a summary
manner and his decision shall be final.
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(2) Any heritor concerned or the General Trustees may apply to the sheriff for a certificate
that all obligations incumbent on the heritors with respect to the church or manse
of a parish have been fulfilled, and the sheriff shall deal with the application in a
summary manner and shall issue a certificate to that effect if the General Trustees
state or admit that all such obligations have been fulfilled, or if failing such statement
or admission, he is satisfied either that any agreement or order made as aforesaid
has been implemented, or that notwithstanding the absence of any such agreement no
application has been made for such an order within three years after the passing of
this Act, or that any application for an order so made has been refused. The certificate
may be in or as nearly as may be in the form set out in the Eleventh Schedule to this
Act, and shall contain or refer to a description of the subjects whether church or manse
to which it relates and may be recorded by the General Trustees or by any heritor
concerned in the appropriate Register of Sasines.

(3) When a certificate issued by the sheriff under this section has been recorded as
aforesaid—

(a) any liability or obligation incumbent on any heritor in connection with the
subjects to which the certificate relates shall be at an end except the obligation
or liability to assess or to be assessed for the repayment of any debt existing
at the date of the certificate; and

(b) all rights of property in the said subjects shall by virtue of this Act and without
the necessity of any further conveyance vest in and belong to the General
Trustees, to the same effect as if a complete feudal title holding of the Crown
in free blench farm for payment of a penny Scots yearly if asked only had
been duly constituted in favour of the General Trustees.

(4) Whereas in certain parishes, town councils in their capacity as town councils, or other
public bodies (whether statutory or otherwise) or kirk sessions or persons are under
the present law and practice or by Royal Warrant, charter, agreement or custom liable
along with or in place of the heritors in obligations relating to the church or manse, it
shall be lawful, in any such case, for the presbytery or the General Trustees or any other
person concerned to apply to the sheriff to find and declare that the case ought to be
dealt with by the Commissioners, and if the sheriff so finds and declares the provisions
of this section shall have no further application to the case, and the Commissioners
shall as soon thereafter as conveniently may be inquire into all circumstances relating
to existing obligations in respect of the fabric and site of such church or manse and
the maintenance of such fabric, and by order provide for the transfer to the General
Trustees of the said fabric and site, and of all powers and duties with respect to the
maintenance and repair of the said fabric.

(5) If in any application to the sheriff under this section a question arises as to whether
or not the church or manse to which the application relates is the church or manse of
a parish within the meaning of this section, that question shall be determined by the
sheriff in a summary manner, and his determination shall be final.

(6) Whenever in any parish it shall be necessary in consequence of anything done, or
agreed, or ordered to be done under or in pursuance of this section to impose any
ecclesiastical assessment upon lands and heritages in the parish, and such assessment
is imposed according to the real rent thereof, the following provisions shall have effect,
in lieu of the provisions of section three of the Ecclesiastical Assessments (Scotland)
Act, 1900:—

(a) No part of such assessment shall be imposed or levied upon lands and
heritages occupied solely as the church and accessory buildings or burying-
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ground attached of any religious body, or as the dwelling-house with offices
or garden or glebe land attached of the minister of such church;

(b) The rental on which each heritor shall be assessed shall be his total rental
within the parish as appearing in the valuation roll (whether such rental
consists of one or more subjects), but subject to deduction of the sum of thirty
pounds;

(c) The amount of the deficiency created in the total amount of the assessment, by
allowing the said deduction of thirty pounds to every heritor, shall be defrayed
by the General Trustees;

(d) No heritor, who by reason of any exemption or deduction allowed by this
subsection is relieved altogether from assessment in respect of the execution
of any repair, or in respect of any payment by the heritors in lieu of repair,
shall be entitled at any meeting of the heritors to take part in the discussion
of, or to vote upon, any question concerning any plans for or the execution of
the said repair, or the defraying of the expenses of the same, or any question
concerning an agreement involving payment by the heritors in lieu of repair.

(7) Whenever in any parish it shall be necessary in view of anything to be done or agreed,
or in consequence of anything done or agreed, or ordered to be done under or in
pursuance of this section to call a meeting of heritors, a circular letter containing an
intimation of the meeting shall be sent twenty-one clear days before the meeting to
every known heritor whose total rental within the parish as appearing in the valuation
roll (whether such rental consists of one or more subjects) exceeds the sum of thirty
pounds, and intimation of the meeting shall also be given by advertisement in a
newspaper circulating in the parish once during each of two successive weeks and
within the said period of twenty-one days.

(8) Subject to the modifications in the two immediately preceding subsections of this
section the existing law and practice relating to heritors' meetings and ecclesiastical
assessments shall apply to meetings of heritors to be held and ecclesiastical
assessments to be imposed under, or in consequence, or pursuance of this section.

29 Rights with respect to sitting accommodation in parish churches

On the expiry of one year from the date on which any church is by or in
pursuance of this Act transferred to the General Trustees the right of allocating sitting
accommodation in the church, whether with or without payment therefor, and the
right of disposal of any proceeds therefrom shall belong to the kirk session, or to
such other body as the General Assembly may direct and any existing right to such
accommodation shall cease and terminate.

30 Transfer of rights in glebes

With respect to glebes, the following provisions shall have effect:—

(1) It shall be the duty of the clerk of every presbytery within one year after the passing
of this Act to furnish to the Commissioners a list of the glebes appropriated to the
ministers of the parishes in the presbytery, and of any cases where a minister has
accepted or is entitled to any annual payment in place of glebe, and at the same time
to intimate in which cases (if any) it is claimed by the presbytery (whether on the
representation of the minister concerned or otherwise) that the heritors concerned have
not fully implemented the obligations incumbent on them according to the present law
and practice with respect to the provision and enlargement of a glebe :
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(2) As soon as conveniently may be after the receipt of the said lists, the Commissioners
shall inquire into all circumstances relating to existing rights of property in the glebes,
and in any payments in place of glebe, and shall thereafter make orders relating to the
glebes and payments :

(3) Every such order shall make provision for—
(a) the implement by the heritors of any obligations incumbent on them as

aforesaid which have not already been implemented; and
(b) the transfer to and vesting in the General Trustees of the ownership of the

glebes; and
(c) the preservation of the existing rights of all persons other than the heritors

or the minister of the parish who, under or in pursuance of any general or
local Act of Parliament or otherwise, have acquired any right in any glebe or
any part thereof, whether as purchasers, feuars, or tenants, and the payment
of any feu-duties, casualties, or rent to the General Trustees in place of the
minister; and

(d) the manner in which—
(i) any burden upon the glebe created under section eighteen of the Glebe

Lands (Scotland) Act, 1866; and
(ii) any of the costs, charges and expenses referred to in that section which

have not been made a burden on the glebe
may be dealt with, discharged and extinguished; and

(e) the transfer to the General Trustees of any feu-duties and Government or other
securities or investments representing the price or consideration received for
any glebe or part thereof or right therein under or in pursuance of the Glebe
Lands (Scotland) Act, 1866, the Feudal Casualties (Scotland) Act, 1914, or
any other general or local Act of Parliament, or any decree of the Court of
Teinds, or any grant or contract validly made by a minister and held by any
persons acting as trustees in trust for the payment of the income to the minister
of the parish; and

(f) the conversion into a money payment of any right of pasturage over any
lands which is possessed by the minister as minister of the parish, and the
redemption of that money payment, if the heritor or heritors concerned so
desire, in such manner as may be agreed upon between the General Trustees
and such heritor or heritors, or as, failing agreement, may be fixed by the
Commissioners; and

(g) the protection of the interests of the ministers or assistants and successors who
at the passing of this Act are incumbents of the benefice of any parish.

31 Redemption of feu duty affecting glebe

Where the glebe or any part thereof has been feued to the proprietors of conterminous
lands in terms of section seventeen of the Glebe Lands (Scotland) Act, 1866, and the
feu-duty payable therefor has been transferred to the General Trustees by an order
made by the Commissioners, the said proprietors or their successors shall be entitled
to redeem the feu-duty affecting the glebe or any part thereof—

(a) for such consideration or in such manner as may be agreed upon between the
person liable and the General Trustees; or

(b) at any term of Whitsunday or Martinmas after three months' notice either—
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(i) by payment to the Trustees of such a sum as would, if invested at the
time of payment in Consolidated 2 ½ per cent. annuities produce an
annual sum equal to the feu duty; or

(ii) by transfer to the General Trustees of such an amount of Consolidated
2 ½ per cent. annuities as would produce an annual sum equal to the
feu duty.

32 Transfer of parish churchyards

(1) The property of any churchyard heretofore held by the heritors of any parish shall as at
and from the passing of this Act by virtue of this Act and without the necessity of any
further conveyance be transferred from the heritors and vested in the parish council to
the same effect as if the churchyard had been as at that date transferred by the heritors
to the council in pursuance of subsection (6) of section thirty of the Local Government
(Scotland) Act, 1894: Provided that due regard and respect shall be had by the parish
council to the memory of the dead and the wishes of their relatives before any ground
already allocated as a burial ground shall be treated as being vacant and unoccupied
ground and re-allocated by the parish council as the burial place for another family
or for the interment of another body: Provided also that in addition to the powers and
duties by the said subsection transferred from the heritors to the parish council the
power or duty of enlarging or extending the churchyard and assessing for the cost
of such enlargement or extension shall also be so transferred and for the purpose of
providing ground for such enlargement or extension or additional accommodation in
a suitable and convenient situation, the parish council shall have and may exercise all
the powers relating to the acquisition of land for burial grounds contained in the Burial
Grounds (Scotland) Act, 1855, and the costs of providing, maintaining, and managing
ground so acquired, so far as they require to be defrayed out of any rate, shall be a
charge on the poor rate or the assessment under the said Act of 1855, as the parish
council may determine: Provided further that where any churchyard transferred to a
parish council by or in pursuance of this Act surrounds or adjoins any church or other
ecclesiastical building vested in the heritors or in the General Trustees or in any other
body holding the same in trust for the purpose of worship or for preservation as an
ancient or historic monument—

(a) the churchyard shall be held subject to a right of access to the minister and
the congregation attending the church, and such other persons as may resort
thereto for the purpose of public or private worship, or of inspecting or
repairing the church, or for any other lawful purpose; and

(b) no funeral shall be allowed to take place during the usual time of the ordinary
services in the church; and

(c) any road or path through the burial ground shall be kept in good and sufficient
repair by the parish council; and

(d) where the use of part of the churchyard is required for the enlargement or
repair of the church it may be so used in any case where it might lawfully have
been so used if this Act had not been passed and subject to the like conditions
and restrictions, and where used for the purpose of the enlargement of the
church the part so used shall thereupon vest in the heritors or the General
Trustees or other body holding the church as aforesaid.

(2) The provisions relating to the sale of the right of burial contained in section eighteen
of the Burial Grounds (Scotland) Act, 1855, shall apply to any churchyard transferred
to a parish council by or in pursuance of this Act, and to any enlargement or extension
thereof.
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(3) Where the powers and duties conferred and imposed by the Burial Grounds (Scotland)
Act, 1855, are exercised and carried out by a local authority other than the
parish council, the foregoing provisions of this section shall, with the necessary
modifications, have effect as if that authority were named therein instead of the parish
council, and any expenses of the local authority due to the operation of this section
shall be defrayed in the same manner as expenses under the said Act of 1855. Where
in any parish the powers and duties conferred and imposed by the said Act of 1855
are carried out by more than one local authority, this subsection shall be held to refer
to the local authority carrying out the said powers and duties within the district where
the churchyard is situated.

(4) Where the property of a churchyard is held by the kirk session of the parish the
foregoing provisions of this section shall, with the necessary modifications, have effect
as if the kirk session were named therein and in subsection (6) of section thirty of the
Local Government (Scotland) Act, 1894, instead of the heritors.

(5) (a) Where a churchyard of a parish has been closed—
(i) either before or after the passing of this Act under the Burial Grounds

(Scotland) Act, 1855, or as a result of proceedings under the Public
Health (Scotland) Act, 1897 ; or

(ii) before the passing of this Act by resolution of the heritors on
the ground that no accommodation for further interments remains
available therein; or

(iii) by desuetude during a period of twenty years or upwards prior to the
passing of this Act;

the kirk session of the parish may, within ten years after the passing of this
Act, in the case of a churchyard which has been closed before the passing of
this Act, or within ten years after the date of the closing of a churchyard in the
case of a churchyard closed after the passing of this Act, intimate in writing to
the parish council or other local authority to whom the churchyard has been
transferred that the kirk session desire to take over the custody, maintenance,
and control of such churchyard, and the parish council or other local authority,
as the case may be, shall, on receiving such intimation, transfer the custody,
maintenance, and control of such churchyard to the kirk session, subject
always to such conditions (if any) as the parish council or other local authority
may appoint with respect to the public right of access to the churchyard free
of charge.

(b) Where a churchyard of a parish which has been transferred to a parish council
or other local authority has been closed, or has ceased to be used for interment,
the parish council or other local authority, as the case may be, may at any time,
upon the application in writing of the kirk session of the parish, transfer the
custody, maintenance, and control of such churchyard to the kirk session.

(c) Where the custody, maintenance, and control of a churchyard have, in
pursuance of this subsection, been transferred to the kirk session, the kirk
session shall thenceforward be responsible for such custody, maintenance, and
control, and for any expense in connection therewith.

33 Preservation of monuments, &c, in churches and churchyards

For the preservation and maintenance of any family burying ground, or enclosure,
tombstone, monument, or other memorial to the dead, in any parish churchyard or
parish church, any person who, in the case of a parish churchyard, satisfies the
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parish council or other body to whom the parish churchyard or the control thereof
is transferred, and in the case of a parish church satisfies the General Trustees that
he has an interest in such burying ground, enclosure, tombstone, monument, or
other memorial, on the ground of relationship to the deceased person or persons
therein buried or thereby commemorated, shall be entitled, with the approval of the
parish council or other body to whom the parish churchyard or the control thereof is
transferred, or the General Trustees, as the case may be, to provide for the preservation
and maintenance of the same.

PART IV

GENERAL

34 Provisions relating to quoad sacra parishes

With respect to parishes quoad sacra erected under the New Parishes (Scotland) Act,
1844, the United Parishes (Scotland) Act, 1868, and the United Parishes (Scotland)
Act, 1876 (other than parishes quoad sacra erected under section fourteen of the said
Act of 1844), the following provisions shall have effect :—

(1) In the case of a parish erected before the passing of this Act—
(a) The statutory properties and endowments of the parish shall be transferred to

the General Trustees as in this section provided;
(b) As soon as conveniently may be after the passing of this Act there shall be

prepared by the General Trustees and certified by the Clerk of Teinds with
respect to each parish, an inventory referring to this section of this Act and
setting out the statutory properties and endowments of the parish, and each
such inventory shall specify—

(i) the name of the parish;
(ii) each property or security forming part of the said statutory properties

and endowments; and
(iii) the name or names of the person or persons in whom the same is

vested;
(c) Without prejudice to the provisions of the immediately following paragraph

of this subsection any person in whom any property or security specified in
any such inventory is vested shall if so required by the General Trustees, and
at their expense, transfer such property or security to the General Trustees,
and do and concur in doing all acts and things necessary for that purpose;

(d) Upon any such inventory in so far as the same relates to heritable properties
or securities being recorded in the appropriate register of sasines the heritable
properties and securities specified in such inventory shall by virtue of this Act
and without the necessity of any further conveyance be deemed and taken to
be validly transferred to and vested in the General Trustees as, if a disposition
or assignation by the person or persons in whom the said heritable properties
or securities were vested had been granted in favour of the General Trustees
and had been recorded in the appropriate register of sasines;

(e) (i) The Clerk of Teinds shall make available to the General Trustees, so
far as may be necessary for the purposes of this section, all or any title
deeds, certificates, or other documents which are in his custody as
keeper of the records of the Court of Teinds relating to any properties
or securities specified in any such inventory;
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(ii) Upon the completion of the transfer of any such properties and
securities to the General Trustees the Clerk of Teinds shall hand
over to the General Trustees any title deeds, certificates, or other
documents relating to the same which are in his custody as aforesaid
upon a receipt therefor being given by the General Trustees;

(f) The General Assembly, or any body to which the General Assembly may
delegate the necessary power, may at any time after the completion of the
transfer to the General Trustees of the properties and securities specified in any
such inventory alter the existing deed of constitution of the parish to which the
inventory relates, or annul the said deed and grant a new deed of constitution
in place thereof;

(g) The statutory properties and endowments of the parish transferred to the
General Trustees under or by virtue or in pursuance of this subsection shall,
notwithstanding, anything elsewhere in this Act contained, be held by the
General Trustees for the same ends, uses, and purposes as those for which they
were held by the trustees or other persons in whom they were vested prior to
their being so transferred;

(2) In the case of a parish erected after the passing; of this Act—
(a) the titles, deeds, certificates, and other documents of or relating to the statutory

properties and endowments of the parish shall be taken in the name of the
General Trustees;

(b) the original deed of constitution shall be in such terms as the General
Assembly, or any body to which the General Assembly may delegate the
necessary power, may direct, and the General Assembly or any such body
may subsequently alter the said deed or annul the same and grant a new deed
of constitution in place thereof:

(3) Nothing in this section shall apply to any permanent endowment secured from teinds
under section thirteen of the New Parishes (Scotland) Act, 1844:

(4) In this section—

the expression " the statutory properties and endowments of the parish "
means—

(i) the church erected as a parish church for the parish under the aforesaid
Acts of 1844, 1868, and 1876; and

(ii) where a manse or glebe has been permanently provided under the said
Acts as part of the endowment of the minister of the parish, such manse
or glebe; and

(iii) any feu-duties, ground annuals, bonds of annual rent, or other heritable
securities permanently provided and secured at the time of erection or
subsequently substituted with the sanction of the Court of Teinds for the
minister of the parish or for the maintenance of the church or manse or
payment, of the feu-duty thereon; and

(iv) any Government securities or other securities or investments (not being
heritable securities) permanently provided and secured or substituted as
aforesaid;

the expression " church " includes the fabric and site of the church and hall
(if any) and any ground used as a burial ground in connection therewith;

the expression " manse " includes the dwelling-house and offices and
appurtenances thereof.
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35 Provisions relating to the allocation and redemption of bonds of annual rent held
for behoof of quoad sacra churches

(1) Where the debtor under any bond and disposition in security, bond of annual rent,
or other heritable security, whereby the payment of any annual sum is secured over
land in favour of the minister of any parish quoad sacra erected under the New
Parishes (Scotland.) Act, 1844, the United Parishes (Scotland) Act, 1868, and the
United Parishes (Scotland) Act, 1876, or in favour of the trustees acting under the deed
of constitution of any such parish or of the General Trustees as coming in place of such
minister or trustees (such, minister or trustees or the General Trustees, as the case may
be, being hereinafter in this section referred to as " the creditor "), sells or has sold any
portion of such land the debtor shall be entitled to allocate upon the portion of such
land so sold such a proportion of such annual sum as may be agreed upon between
the debtor and the creditor, or, failing agreement, as may be fixed by the sheriff of the
county in which such land is situated upon the application of the debtor.

(2) If, as a result of any such allocation as is provided in the preceding subsection,
the proportion of such annual sum so allocated, or the proportion of such annual
sum remaining unallocated, does not exceed one pound in amount, the debtor shall
forthwith redeem the same by payment to the General Trustees of a sum equal to
the proportion of such annual sum so allocated, or to the proportion of such annual
sum remaining unallocated, as the case may be, multiplied by twenty, and if the
proportion of such annual sum so allocated, or the proportion of such annual sum
remaining unallocated, exceeds one pound but is less than fifteen pounds in amount,
such proportion shall be increased from the date when such allocation takes effect by
five per cent.

(3) Where the debtor and the creditor have agreed upon, or the sheriff has fixed, the
proportion of such annual sum to be allocated the debtor shall be entitled to obtain
from the creditor a memorandum of allocation in or as nearly as may be in the form of
the Thirteenth Schedule to this Act, and upon such memorandum of allocation being
recorded in the appropriate register of sasines the allocation contained therein shall be
binding on all having interest.

(4) Such annual sum or an allocated proportion thereof exceeding one pound may at any
time be redeemed by and in the option of the debtor either

(a) for such consideration or in such manner as may be agreed upon between the
debtor and the creditor; or

(b) at any term of Whitsunday or Martinmas after three months' notice either
(i) by payment to the creditor of such a sum as would, if invested at the

time of payment in Consolidated 2 ½ per cent. annuities produce a
yearly amount equal to the annual sum to be redeemed, or

(ii) by transfer to the creditor of such an amount of Consolidated 2 ½ per
cent. annuities as would produce a yearly amount equal to the annual
sum to be redeemed.

(5) Upon such annual sum or the allocated proportion thereof being redeemed by the
debtor, as in this section provided, the debtor shall be entitled to obtain from the
creditor a deed or other document disburdening the land over which the same is
secured, which shall be recorded on behalf of the debtor in the appropriate register
of sasines.

(6) The whole expenses of any allocation of such annual sum and of the redemption of
such annual sum or a proportion thereof shall be defrayed by the debtor.
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(7) In this section the word " debtor " includes the original debtor, his successor in such
land, any uninfeft or infeft purchaser of such land or portion thereof, or any disponee
to whom such land or portion thereof may be disponed.

36 Requirements of parish to be first charge on endowments

All moneys received by the General Trustees with respect to any parish under or in
pursuance of the provisions of this Act relating to stipend and any church, manse, glebe
or other property heritable or moveable situated in, or forming part of, the endowments
of any parish transferred to, or received by, the General Trustees by or in pursuance
of this Act, and the proceeds of any such moneys, property, or endowments shall be
appropriated in the first place to meeting the proper requirements of that parish or its
neighbourhood (as such requirements may be determined by the General Assembly or
by any body to which the General Assembly may delegate the necessary power), and
any remainder after these requirements have been fully met shall form part of a general
fund at the disposal of the General Assembly : Provided that except where a benefice
is actually vacant at the passing of this Act or' has become actually vacant thereafter—

(a) all payments received by the General Trustees from heritors in respect of a
stipend or standard charge until the same is redeemed, and the income from
the redemption money in respect of the stipend or standard charge, shall be
appropriated to the payment of that stipend after deduction of a sum not
exceeding two per centum of the said payments and income to meet the
expense of administration; and

(b) the determination of the General Assembly shall not be exercised so as to
decrease the amount of stipend, or the income from, or in respect of, any
property transferred to the General Trustees as aforesaid to be received by the
incumbent of a benefice nor so as to diminish the benefit to be derived by the
incumbent from the use or occupation of any such property.

37 Powers of General Trustees

In addition to any powers which they already enjoy, the General Trustees shall have
power to hold, maintain, administer, and dispose of any property of whatsoever
description transferred to, or received by, or vested in them under, or in pursuance
of this Act, subject always to the provisions of this Act and to the directions of the
General Assembly: Provided that the General Trustees before selling or feuing a glebe
or any part thereof shall give to the heritor or heritors whose lands adjoin such glebe
or part an opportunity to purchase or take the same in feu at such price or feu-duty and
on such terms as may be agreed upon between the General Trustees and the heritor or
heritors, or as may, failing agreement, be determined by an arbiter appointed by the
sheriff on the application of either party. Without prejudice to the foregoing generality,
the General Trustees shall have power, subject as aforesaid, to compromise or settle
any claim against or by any heritor or other person arising out of anything contained
in this Act or done thereunder.

38 Additional powers of General Trustees

(1) The General Assembly shall have power to appoint from among the General Trustees
a chairman and a vice-chairman of the General Trustees who shall respectively hold
office for such period with such powers and duties, and subject to such conditions as
the General Assembly may determine, and such chairman and vice-chairman or either
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of them may receive such remuneration as the General Assembly may from time to
time fix. Such chairman, whom failing such vice-chairman, shall when present act as
chairman at all meetings of the General Trustees, and when so present shall come in
place of any chairman falling to be appointed under section thirteen of the Church
of Scotland (General Trustees) Order, 1921, and shall have the like voting powers.
Without prejudice to the provisions of the said section with respect to the manner
in which meetings of the General Trustees may be called, the chairman or the vice-
chairman appointed by the General Assembly may direct that meetings of the General
Trustees shall be called.

(2) The General Trustees shall have power to appoint or employ (either from among their
own number or otherwise) a solicitor or legal adviser to the General Trustees and
such additional officers, attorneys, and persons as they may consider necessary for the
proper conduct of the business of the General Trustees, and to pay to such solicitor
or legal adviser or other officers, attorneys, or persons employed by them suitable
remuneration for their services.

(3) Any intimation to the General Trustees shall be competently made if addressed to
the clerk or the chairman or vice-chairman of the General Trustees on their behalf
at the known address of the General Trustees in Edinburgh, and any intimation by
the General Trustees shall be competently made by the clerk or the chairman or vice-
chairman on their behalf.

(4) The General Assembly shall have power to determine from time to time the number
of General Trustees who shall form a quorum at meetings of the General Trustees,
provided always that the number so determined shall in no case be less than three
as prescribed in section thirteen of the Church of Scotland (General Trustees) Order,
1921.

(5) All expenses incurred by the General Trustees in the discharge of their duties under
this Act, so far as such expenses are not otherwise provided for under this Act, shall be
defrayed in such manner as the General Assembly may determine, and the provisions
of section nineteen of the said Order of 1921 shall not apply to such expenses.

(6) The General Assembly may from time to time make byelaws and regulations to be
observed by the General Trustees in the discharge of their duties under this Act.

39 Allocation by General Trustees of certain moneys to be received from Treasury

(1) As soon as conveniently may be after the passing of this Act the Commissioners shall
frame a scheme or schemes for the allocation by the General Trustees of the annual
sums of twelve thousand pounds and five thousand and forty pounds mentioned in
the Seventh Schedule to this Act, and of the income from any capital sum or sums
received by them in redemption of the said annual sums, or either of them, and for the
payment by the General Trustees of the various amounts so allocated.

(2) In framing any such scheme the Commissioners shall provide for the protection of the
interests of the ministers who at the passing of this Act are entitled to augmentations of
stipend under the Teinds Act, 1810, and the Teinds Act, 1824, or to stipend under the
Act 5 Geo. 4. c. 90, and the right in name of Ann of the widow or other representatives
of any such minister, and for that purpose the Commissioners shall have regard to the
provisions of the aforesaid Acts, notwithstanding any repeal of those provisions under
this Act.
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(3) Pending the making by the Commissioners of an Order giving effect to a scheme under
this section, the General Trustees may, out of the annual sums or the income from any
capital sum or sums aforesaid, pay to any minister or assistant and successor, or widow
or other representative of a deceased minister, or to the Collector of the Church of
Scotland Ministers' and Scottish Universities' Professors' Widows' Fund, as the case
may be, such half-yearly sum or sums, as in the judgment of the General Trustees,
would have been payable under the aforesaid Acts to such minister or assistant and
successor, or widow or other representative, or Collector if this Act had not been
passed.

40 Redemption of manse maill, &c

(1) Where in any parish manse maill is at the passing of this Act payable in lieu of a manse
the heritors legally liable in payment thereof shall redeem the manse maill by payment
to the General Trustees of a sum equal to the annual amount thereof multiplied by
twenty, such redemption payment to be made within five years after the passing of
this Act.

(2) Where a manse has been sold and the price invested and the income from the
investments representing the price paid to the minister, those investments shall within
five years after the passing of this Act be transferred to the General Trustees, and on
the completion of the transfer any liability of the heritors in respect thereof shall cease.

41 Provisions relating to Court of Teinds

Notwithstanding anything in the Court of Session (Scotland) Act, 1868, the Court of
Teinds may meet at such hours as may be convenient on such days as the Court of
Session may by Act of Sederunt prescribe, and section one hundred and six of the
said Act of 1868 (which relates to Acts of Sederunt) shall, for the purposes of Acts of
Sederunt relating to the Court of Teinds, have effect as if references to that Act in the
said section included references to this Act.

42 Application to Crown lands

This Act shall be binding on the Crown and the provisions of this Act shall apply
to lands vested in His Majesty in right of the Crown, and to lands vested in any
Government Department for public purposes, and to the teinds of any lands so vested
in His Majesty or in any Government Department.

43 Provisions with respect to certain registration districts

Where under the provisions of the Births, Deaths and Marriages (Scotland) Acts, 1854
to 1910, the powers and duties by those Acts conferred and imposed on parish councils
belong to and are discharged by the heritors, it shall be lawful for the sheriff, upon
the application of the parish council of any parish wholly or partly comprised in the
registration district, or upon the application of the Registrar-General of Births, Deaths
and Marriages in Scotland, to regulate and determine all questions as to the right to
elect a registrar for the registration district, and all questions as to the assessments
to be levied for registration purposes within the district; and it shall also be lawful
for the sheriff to regulate and determine all questions as to such right of election and
such assessments in any case where two or more parishes or portions of parishes may
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hereafter be united into one registration district; and any decision, of the sheriff under
this section shall be final and not subject to review.

44 Provisions for preservation of heritors' records

Whereas in consequence of the transfers of rights of property and the transfer or
termination of obligations in connection therewith effected or to be effected by or
under or in pursuance of this Act, the powers and duties of heritors (including the
power and duty to impose and levy heritors' assessments) will in due course be
extinguished, it shall be the duty of the clerk to the heritors of any parish where such
extinction has been effected to make intimation thereof in writing to the Secretary
for Scotland, who may by order under his hand give such direction as he may think
necessary or proper with respect to the preservation and permanent custody of the
books of the heritors or any records or documents in their possession as heritors or in
the possession of their clerk.

45 Saving for obligations of relief

Nothing in this Act shall prejudice or affect any obligation to relieve the heritor of any
lands from liability in respect of any stipend or augmentation thereof exigible from
the teinds of such lands, and any such obligation shall extend to relief from liability in
respect of any standard charge over those lands or in respect of any payments under
the section of this Act relating to provisions where stipend does not exceed one pound.

46 Saving for superiors

Nothing in this Act shall affect or be deemed to affect the rights of superiors of the sites
of the churches mentioned in the Ninth Schedule to this Act, where the superiorities
are not held by or on behalf of town councils, to payment of their feu duties from the
parties in whom the dominium utile of the said sites is vested by this Act or otherwise,
and to all other rights and privileges vested in such superiors prior to the passing of
this Act.

47 Interpretation

(1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires—
" The Church " means the Church of Scotland;
" The General Assembly " means the General Assembly of the Church;
" The General Trustees " means the Church of Scotland General Trustees

incorporated by the Church of Scotland (General Trustees) Order, 1921;
" The Commissioners " means the Scottish Ecclesiastical Commissioners

to be appointed under this Act;
" Minister " means a minister of the Church;
" Stipend " means the stipend of a minister, including any allowance for

communion elements payable by heritors out of teinds;
" Glebe " means the lands appropriated to a minister as his glebe, and

shall be deemed to include grass glebe or minister's grass, servitudes, right of
pasturage, or other heritable rights belonging to the minister and forming part
of the benefice, or any money payments in use to be made to the minister in
respect of the said rights or any of them, and any land settled in perpetuity on
the minister for the time being;
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" Court of Teinds " has the same meaning as in the United Parishes
(Scotland) Act, 1876;

" Manse " and " Lord Ordinary " have the same meanings as in the
Ecclesiastical Buildings and Glebes (Scotland) Act, 1868.

(2) For the purposes of this Act the surrendered teinds of any lands payable as stipend
shall be deemed to be stipend exigible from the teinds of those lands.

(3) The reference to "teinds" in section fifty-nine of the Improvement of Land Act, 1864,
shall be construed so as to include standard charges.

48 Repeal

The enactments specified in the Twelfth Schedule to this Act are hereby repealed to
the extent specified in the third column of that Schedule, and so much of any Act as
is inconsistent with this Act is also hereby repealed.

49 Short title

This Act may be cited as the Church of Scotland (Property and Endowments) Act,
1925.


