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Administration of Estates Act 1925
1925 CHAPTER 23

PART IV

DISTRIBUTION OF RESIDUARY ESTATE

48 Powers of personal representative in respect of interests of surviving spouse

(1) Where a surviving husband or wife is entitled to a life interest in the residuary estate or
any part thereof the personal representative may, either with the consent of any such
tenant for life (not being also the sole personal representative) or, where the tenant
for life is the sole personal representative, with the leave of the court, purchase or
redeem such life interest (while it is in possession) by paying the capital value thereof
(reckoned according to tables selected by the personal representative) to the tenant for
life or the persons deriving title under him or her and the costs of the transaction, and
thereupon the residuary estate of the intestate may be dealt with or distributed free
from such life interest.

(2) The personal representatives may raise—
(a) the net sum of one thousand pounds or any part thereof and the interest thereon

payable to the surviving husband or wife of the intestate on the security of
the whole or any part of the residuary estate of the intestate (other than the
personal chattels), so far as that estate may be sufficient for the purpose or the
said sum and interest may not have been satisfied by an appropriation under
the statutory power available in that behalf; and

(b) in like manner the capital sum, if any, required for the purchase or redemption
of the life interest of the surviving husband or wife of the intestate, or any
part thereof not satisfied by the application for that purpose of any part of the
residuary estate of the intestate;

and in either case the amount, if any, properly required for the payment of the costs
of the transaction.


