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Clergy Ordination Act 1804
1804 CHAPTER 43 44 Geo 3

An Act to enforce the due Observance of the Canons and Rubrick respecting the Ages
of Persons to be admitted into the sacred Orders of Deacon and Priest. [3d May 1804]

Whereas by the canons of the churches heretofore of England and Ireland, now the United
Church of England and Ireland, it is ordained, ordered, and directed that no bishop shall admit
any person into the sacred order of a deacon who is not twenty-three years old, nor to be a priest
except he be twenty-four years compleat: And whereas by the prefaces to the forms of ordination
of priests and deacons established and used by authority of several Acts of the Parliaments of
England and Ireland respectively it is directed that none shall be admitted deacon except he be
twenty-three years of age, unless he have a faculty, and that every man which is to be admitted
a priest shall be full twenty-four years old: And whereas in Ireland the aforesaid rule respecting
the ages of persons desiring to be admitted into holy orders has been sometimes disregarded
and rendered of no effect, to the great scandal and detriment of the Church, and to the prejudice
of religion: For the better prevention whereof for the future, and also in order that one certain
and undoubted rule and course of practice may hereafter prevail and be observed in this respect
in England and Ireland.

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Short title given by Short Titles Act 1896 (c. 14)
C2 United Church of England and Ireland dissolved by Irish Church Act 1869 (c. 42), s. 2

Commencement Information
I1 Act wholly in force at Royal Assent
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