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Mental Health Act 1959

1959 CHAPTER 72

PART III

MENTAL NURSING HOMES, RESIDENTIAL HOMES, ETC.
Nursing Homes

Registration of nursing homes under Public Health Act

(1) Part VI of the Public Health Act, 1936 (which relates, among other things, to the
registration of nursing homes) shall apply in relation to mental nursing homes as it
applies to nursing homes to which the said Part VI applied immediately before the
commencement of this Act, not being maternity homes, but shall so apply subject to
the following provisions of this Part of this Act.

(2) In this Part of this Act " mental nursing home " means any premises used or intended
to be used for the reception of, and the provision of nursing or other medical treatment
for, one or more mentally disordered patients (whether exclusively or in common with
other persons), not being—

(a) ahospital as defined by this Act;

(b) any other premises managed by a Government department or provided by a
local authority;

(3) In this Part of this Act " registration authority ", in relation to a mental nursing home,
means the council of the county or county borough in which the home is situated ;
and the power of a county council under section one hundred and ninety-four of the
Public Health Act, 1936, to delegate its functions under Part VI of that Act relating
to nursing homes to the council of a county district shall include power to delegate its
functions under this Part of this Act relating to mental nursing homes.

(4) Section one hundred and ninety-two of the Public Health Act, 1936 (which enables the
registration authority to exempt certain voluntary institutions from the provisions of
Part VI of that Act relating to nursing homes) shall not apply to mental nursing homes.
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(5) Subject to the next following section, the registers to be kept by the registration
authority under the said Part VI as applied by this Part of this Act shall be in such
form, and shall contain such particulars as may be prescribed by regulations made by
the Minister; and such regulations may make provision as to the information to be
supplied on applications for registration in respect of mental nursing homes.



