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S C H E D U L E S

THIRD SCHEDULE

GENEVA CONVENTION RELATIVE TO THE TREATMENT OF PRISONERS OF WAR

PART VI.—EXECUTION OF THE CONVENTION

SECTION II.—FINAL PROVISIONS

ARTICLE 133

The present Convention is established in English and in French. Both texts are equally authentic.

The Swiss Federal Council shall arrange for official translations of the Convention to be made
in the Russian and Spanish languages.

ARTICLE 134

The present Convention replaces the Convention of 27th July, 1929, in relations between the
High Contracting Parties.

ARTICLE 135

In the relations between the Powers which are bound by the Hague Convention relative to
the Laws and Customs of War on Land, whether that of 29th July, 1899, or that of 18th
October, 1907, and which are parties to the present Convention, this last Convention shall be
complementary to Chapter II of the Regulations annexed to the above-mentioned Conventions
of the Hague.

ARTICLE 136

The present Convention, which bears the date of this day, is open to signature until 12th
February, 1950, in the name of the Powers represented at the Conference which opened at
Geneva on 21st April, 1949; furthermore, by Powers not represented at that Conference, but
which are parties to the Convention of 27th July, 1929.

ARTICLE 137

The present Convention shall be ratified as soon as possible and the ratifications shall be
deposited at Berne.

A record shall be drawn up of the deposit of each instrument of ratification and certified copies
of this record shall be transmitted by the Swiss Federal Council to all the Powers in whose name
the Convention has been signed, or whose accession has been notified.
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ARTICLE 138

The present Convention shall come into force six months after not less than two instruments of
ratification have been deposited.

Thereafter, it shall come into force for each High Contracting Party six months after the deposit
of the instrument of ratification.

ARTICLE 139

From the date of its coming into force, it shall be open to any Power in whose name the present
Convention has not been signed, to accede to this Convention.

ARTICLE 140

Accessions shall be notified in writing to the Swiss Federal Council, and shall take effect six
months after the date on which they are received.

The Swiss Federal Council shall communicate the accessions to all the Powers in whose name
the Convention has been signed, or whose accession has been notified.

ARTICLE 141

The situations provided for in Articles 2 and 3 shall give immediate effect to ratifications
deposited and accessions notified by the Parties to the conflict before or after the beginning of
hostilities or occupation. The Swiss Federal Council shall communicate by the quickest method
any ratifications or accessions received from Parties to the conflict.

ARTICLE 142

Each of the High Contracting Parties shall be at liberty to denounce the present Convention.

The denunciation shall be notified in writing to the Swiss Federal Council, which shall transmit
it to the Governments of all the High Contracting Parties.

The denunciation shall take effect one year after the notification thereof has been made to the
Swiss Federal Council. However, a denunciation of which notification has been made at a time
when the denouncing Power is involved in a conflict shall not take effect until peace has been
concluded, and until after operations connected with release and repatriation of the persons
protected by the present Convention have been terminated.

The denunciation shall have effect only in respect of the denouncing Power. It shall in no way
impair the obligations which the Parties to the conflict shall remain bound to fulfil by virtue of
the principles of the law of nations, as they result from the usages established among civilised
peoples, from the laws of humanity and the dictates of the public conscience.

ARTICLE 143

The Swiss Federal Council shall register the present Convention with the Secretariat of the
United Nations. The Swiss Federal Council shall also inform the Secretariat of the United
Nations of all ratifications, accessions and denunciations received by it with respect to the
present Convention.



Geneva Conventions Act 1957 (c. 52)
THIRD SCHEDULE – GENEVA CONVENTION RELATIVE TO THE TREATMENT OF PRISONERS
OF WAR
Document Generated: 2023-07-01

3

Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects for the Geneva
Conventions Act 1957, SECTION II.—Final Provisions. (See end of Document for details)

In witness whereof the undersigned, having deposited their respective full powers, have signed
the present Convention.

Done at Geneva this twelfth day of August, 1949, in the English and French languages. The
original shall be deposited in the archives of the Swiss Confederation. The Swiss Federal
Council shall transmit certified copies thereof to each of the signatory and acceding States.

[Here follow the signatures and Annexes.]
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