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Agriculture (Safety, Health and
Welfare Provisions) Act 1956

1956 CHAPTER 49

Supplementary Provisions

10 Appointment of inspectors and their powers

(1) The appropriate Minister may, with the approval of the Treasury as to numbers, appoint
such inspectors as he thinks necessary for the execution of this Act and may pay them
such salaries as he may, with the approval of the Treasury, determine.

(2) An inspector may, for the purpose of the execution of this Act or regulations thereunder
and on producing, if so required, some duly authenticated document showing his
appointment, enter at all reasonable hours any land which is being used for agriculture
or which he has reasonable cause to believe to be such land as aforesaid:

Provided that admission shall not be demanded under this subsection to a dwelling-
house unless twenty-four hours' notice of the intended entry has been given to the
occupier of the house.

(3) An inspector shall have power to do all or any of the following things for the purpose
of the execution of this Act or regulations thereunder, that is to say:—

(a) to require the production of, and to inspect, examine and copy, registers,
records or other documents kept in pursuance,of regulations under this Act;

(b) to make such examinations and inquiries as may be necessary to ascertain
whether the provisions of this Act and of regulations thereunder are complied
with and, in particular, for that purpose to require any person whom he finds
on such land as is mentioned in subsection (2) of this section or whom he has
reasonable cause to believe to be, or to have been within the preceding two
months, employed to work thereon to answer such questions as the inspector
thinks fit to ask, so, however, that no one shall be required under this provision
to answer any question tending to criminate himself;

(c) to require any person whom he finds on such land as is mentioned in
subsection (2) of this section to give such information as it is in his power to
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give as to who is the occupier thereof or the employer of workers employed
to work thereon.

(4) Where an inspector believes that an offence under this Act has been committed and
proposes, in exercise of the powers conferred by paragraph (b) of the last foregoing
subsection, to ask questions of a person for the purpose of verifying the inspector's
belief or of ascertaining particulars of the offence, it shall be his duty, before asking
the questions, to inform that person of his right to refuse to answer a question tending
to criminate him.

(5) A person who—
(a) fails to comply with any requirement imposed by an inspector under this

section ; or
(b) in purported compliance with a requirement so imposed to answer any

question or give any information makes a statement which he knows to be
false in a material particular or recklessly makes a statement which is false in
a material particular; or

(c) prevents, or attempts to prevent, any other person from appearing before an
inspector or from answering any question to which an inspector may, by virtue
of this section, require an answer ; or

(d) obstructs an inspector in the exercise or performance of his powers or duties;
shall be guilty of an offence.

11 Inspections by sanitary authority

(1) A person duly authorised in writing by a sanitary authority may, on producing, if
so required, evidence of his authority, enter at all reasonable hours any land for the
purpose of determining

(a) whether; and if so, in what manner, the power conferred by subsection (1) of
section three of this Act is to be exercised as respects that land or whether
there has been a failure to comply, as respects that land, with the requirements
of a notice under that subsection; or

(b) whether, and if so, in what manner, the power conferred by section five of
this Act is to be exercised as respects a sanitary convenience on that land, or
whether there has been a failure to comply, as respects a sanitary convenience
on that land, with the requirements of a notice under that section:

Provided that admission shall not be demanded under this subsection to a dwelling-
house unless twenty-four hours' notice of the intended entry has been given to the
occupier of the house.

(2) A person who obstructs a person acting in the exercise of his powers under this section
shall be guilty of an offence.

12 Falsification of records, &c

A person who wilfully makes a false entry in a register, record, return or other
document kept or furnished in pursuance of regulations under this Act, or wilfully
makes use of such a false entry, shall be guilty of an offence.
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13 Duties of employees

(1) A worker employed in agriculture who wilfully interferes with, or misuses, any
equipment, appliance, facilities or other thing .provided in pursuance of this Act or
regulations thereunder shall be guilty of an offence.

(2) Nothing in this section shall be taken as limiting the power conferred by section one of
this Act to make by regulations any such provision as is therein mentioned, including
further provision as to matters which are the subject of this section.

14 Punishment of offences

(1) A person guilty of an offence under this Act shall be liable, on summary conviction,
to a fine not exceeding fifty pounds.

(2) Where a contravention of a provision of regulations under this Act consists in a failure
to do anything at or within a time specified in the regulations, and the regulations
provide that this subsection shall apply to a failure so to do it, the contravention shall
be deemed to continue until that thing is done.

(3) Where an offence under this Act which has been committed by a body corporate is
proved to have been committed with the consent or connivance of, or to be attributable
to any neglect on the part of, any director, manager, secretary or other similar officer
of the body corporate, or any person purporting to act in any such capacity, he as well
as the body corporate shall be deemed to be guilty of that offence and shall be liable
to be proceeded against and punished accordingly.

In this subsection, the expression " director ", in relation to any body corporate which
is established by or under any enactment for the purpose of carrying on under national
ownership any industry or part of an industry or undertaking and whose affairs are
managed by the members thereof, means a member of that body.

15 Penalty on persons actually committing ounces for which others are liable

Where a contravention of a provision of this Act or of regulations thereunder for which
a person is, by virtue of the last foregoing section, liable on conviction to a penalty
was due to an act or default of another person, then, whether proceedings are or are
not taken against the first-mentioned person, that other person may be charged with,
and convicted of, the contravention, and shall, on conviction, be liable to the same
punishment as that to which the first-mentioned person is, on conviction, liable.

16 Defence available to persons charged with offences

It shall be a defence for a person charged with a contravention of a provision of this
Act or of regulations thereunder to prove that he used all due diligence to secure
compliance with that provision.

17 Provisions as to exercise of regulation-making powers

(1) Regulations under any provision of this Act may be either regulations applying to
Great Britain and made by the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food and the
Secretary of State jointly, or regulations applying to England and Wales only and
made by the said Minister, or regulations applying to Scotland only and made by the
Secretary of State.
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(2) When the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food and the Secretary of State, or
either of them, propose or proposes to make regulations under this Act, they or he
shall, before making the regulations, consult with such organisations as appear to them
or him to represent the interests concerned.

(3) The powers conferred by this Act to make regulations shall be exercisable by statutory
instrument.

(4) No regulations shall be made under section one of this Act unless a draft thereof has
been laid before Parliament and approved by resolution of each House of Parliament.

(5) A statutory instrument containing regulations made under any provision of this Act
(other than section one) shall be subject to annulment in pursuance of a resolution of
either House of Parliament.

18 Power to extend Act to certain persons employed otherwise than in agriculture

(1) This Act may by order be extended (subject to such exceptions, adaptations and
modifications, if any, as may be specified in the order) to such class of persons
employed otherwise than in agriculture as may be so specified, being a class of persons
whose work is done in conditions appearing to the authority by whom the order is made
to be similar to those in which the work of persons employed in agriculture is done.

(2) An order under this section may be either one extending this Act in its application to
Great Britain and made by the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food and the
Secretary of State jointly, or one extending this Act in its application to England and
Wales only and made by the said Minister, or one extending this Act in its application
to Scotland only and made by the Secretary of State.

(3) An order under this section may be varied or revoked by a subsequent order thereunder
made by the authority who made , the original order.

(4) The powers conferred by this section shall be exercisable by statutory instrument and
no order shall be made under this section unless a draft thereof has been laid before
Parliament and has been approved by resolution of each House of Parliament.

19 Power to exclude operation of provisions of the Factories Acts, 1937 and 1948

(1) Provision may be made by order for directing that such of the provisions of the
Factories Acts, 1937 and 1948, as may be specified in the order shall not apply, or
shall not apply to such extent as may be so specified, to—

(a) any premises occupied for agricultural purposes;
(b) any premises whereon there is carried on work in which are employed persons

of a class to which this Act extends by virtue of an order under the last
foregoing section.

(2) An order under this section may be either one relating to premises in any part of Great
Britain and made by the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, the Secretary
of State and the Minister of Labour and National Service jointly, or one relating
to premises in England and Wales only and made by the Minister of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food and the Minister of Labour and National Service jointly or one
relating to premises in Scotland only and made by the Secretary of State and the
Minister of Labour and National Service jointly.
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(3) An order under this section may be varied or revoked by a subsequent order thereunder
made by the authority who made the original order.

(4) The powers conferred by this section shall be exercisable by statutory instrument and
no order shall be made under this section unless a draft thereof has been laid before
Parliament and has been approved by resolution of each House of Parliament.

20 Form, and mode of service, of notices

A notice under this Act must be in writing and may be served on the person to whom
it is to be given either by delivering it to him or by sending it by post addressed to him
at his usual or last known place of abode.

21 Annual reports

(1) The Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food shall make an annual report to
Parliament of his proceedings under this Act.

(2) The Secretary of State shall include in the annual report made in pursuance of
subsection (2) of section four of the Small Landholders (Scotland) Act, 1911, a report
of his proceedings under this Act.

22 Application to the Crown

Sections one, two and six of this Act and regulations under any of those sections shall,
in so far as they impose duties failure to comply with which might give rise to a liability
in tort, be binding upon the Crown.

23 Expenses

Any expenses incurred by the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food or the
Secretary of State in carrying out this Act shall be defrayed out of moneys provided
by Parliament.

24 Interpretation

(1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires, the following expressions have the
meanings hereby assigned to them respectively, that is to say:—

" agriculture " includes dairy-farming, the production of any consumable
produce which is grown for sale or for consumption or other use for the
purposes of a trade or business or of any other undertaking (whether carried
on for profit or not), and the use of land as grazing, meadow or pasture land or
orchard or osier land or woodland or for market gardens or nursery grounds,
and " agricultural " shall be construed accordingly ;

" agricultural holding ", " fixed equipment " and " landlord " have the same
meanings as in the Agricultural Holdings Act, 1948 ;

" agricultural unit " means land which is occupied as a unit for agricultural
purposes;

" the appropriate Minister " means, for the purposes of the application
of this Act or regulations thereunder to England and Wales, the Minister of
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Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, and, for the purposes of the application of
this Act or regulations thereunder to Scotland, the Secretary of State ;

" consumable produce " means produce grown for consumption or for other
use after severance from the land on which it is grown ;

" inspector " means an inspector appointed under this Act;
" sanitary authority " means, save as respects the administrative county of

London, the council of a borough or urban or rural district and, as respects the
administrative county of London, a sanitary authority for the purposes of the
Public Health (London) Act, 1936 ;

" worker " means a person employed under a contract of service or
apprenticeship and " employer " and " employed " have corresponding
meanings;

" young person " means a person who is over compulsory school age for the
purposes of the Education Act, 1944, but has not attained the age of eighteen.

(2) Any reference in this Act to a contravention of any provision shall include a reference
to a failure to comply with that provision.

(3) For the purposes of this Act an agricultural unit which is situate within the districts
of two or more sanitary authorities shall be deemed to be wholly situate within the
district of that one of them within whose district the greater or, as the case may be,
the greatest part of the unit is situate.

(4) Any reference in this Act to any other enactment shall be construed as a reference to
that enactment as amended by any subsequent enactment.

25 Application to Scotland

(1) The provisions of this section shall have effect for the application of this Act to
Scotland.

(2) Any regulations under section one of this Act providing for imposing requirements
with respect to the execution of works of the nature of fixed equipment shall provide
for imposing such requirements in relation to any land being an agricultural holding
on the landlord of the holding.

(3) For section three of this Act there shall be substituted the following section—
(1) If it appears to a local authority that an agricultural unit in their district on

which workers are employed in agriculture is without suitable and sufficient
sanitary conveniences or washing facilities available for the use of workers
so employed, the authority shall, by notice served on the appropriate person,
require him, within such time as may be specified in the notice, to execute
such works or take such other steps for the purpose of providing the unit with
suitable and sufficient sanitary conveniences or washing facilities, as the case
may be, available for the use of workers employed thereon in agriculture as
may be specified in the notice.

(2) In considering, for the purposes of this section, whether an agricultural unit
is without suitable and sufficient sanitary conveniences or washing facilities
available for the use of workers employed on the unit in agriculture, regard
shall be had to the number and sex of the workers so employed, the location
and duration of their work and to all other relevant circumstances.
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(3) A local authority shall not serve a notice under this section requiring the
execution of works of the nature of fixed equipment unless they are satisfied
that special circum-stances exist which render requisite the execution of such
works, and no such notice shall be of any effect unless it states that the
authority are so satisfied and what those circumstances are.

(4) For the purposes of this section the expression " appropriate person " means—
(a) in the case of a notice requiring the execution, on land being an

agricultural holding, of works of the nature of fixed equipment, the
landlord of the holding;

(b) in the case of a notice requiring the execution, on land in the
occupation of the owner thereof, of works of the nature aforesaid, the
owner of the land;

(c) in the case of a notice requiring the execution of works other than
works of the nature of fixed equipment, or the taking of other steps,
the occupier of the unit to which the notice relates.

(5) Any person aggrieved by a notice under this section may appeal to the sheriff
by giving notice of appeal within twenty-one days after the date of the service
of the notice; and the sheriff may either confirm the notice or, if he is satisfied
that the works required to be executed or the steps required to be taken are
unnecessary or are unreasonable in character or extent, or are not reasonably
practicable, or that the local authority have refused unreasonably to approve
the execution of alternative works or the taking of alternative steps, or that for
any other reason the notice should be disallowed or varied, may disallow the
notice or may confirm the notice subject to such variation as he may specify,
and may make such order as to the expenses of the appeal as he may think
equitable.

The decision of the sheriff shall be final and shall be binding both on the
authority and on the person on whom the notice is served.

(6) Subject to the right of appeal conferred by the last foregoing subsection and
to any order made by the sheriff on such appeal, a person on whom a notice
is served under this section who fails to comply with the requirements of the
notice shall be guilty of an offence.”

(4) Where by virtue of any regulations made under section one of this Act or of a notice
served under section three thereof any works of the nature of fixed equipment are
required to be executed on any land being an agricultural holding, the provisions of
subsections (2), (3) and (5) of section five of the Agricultural Holdings (Scotland)
Act, 1949 (which defines the respective liabilities of landlord and tenant for the
provision and maintenance of fixed equipment) and section eighteen of that Act (which
empowers the landlord of a holding to enter thereon for the purpose of providing fixed
equipment) shall apply in relation to such works as aforesaid as they apply in relation
to fixed equipment within the meaning of that Act.

(5) Where the landlord of an agricultural holding has executed thereon works of the
nature of fixed equipment which are required to be executed as mentioned in the last
foregoing subsection or has executed similar works at the request of, or in agreement
with, the tenant, section eight of the Agricultural Holdings (Scotland) Act, 1949
(which provides for increases of rent in respect of improvements carried out by the
landlord) shall have effect as if the works so executed were such an improvement as
is mentioned in subsection (1) of that section.



8 Agriculture (Safety, Health and Welfare Provisions) Act 1956 (c. 49)
Document Generated: 2023-11-23

Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

(6) For section five there shall be substituted the following section—

“(1) Any sanitary convenience and any washing facilities available for the use
of workers employed on an agricultural unit in agriculture and any sanitary
convenience provided in pursuance of regulations under section four of this
Act shall be kept properly cleansed.

(2) In the event of a contravention of the provisions of this section in relation to
a sanitary convenience provided in pursuance of regulations under the said
section four, the employer by whom it was provided, and in any other case the
occupier of the agricultural unit, shall be guilty of an offence”.

(7) In section seven for the reference to section eighteen of the Children and Young
Persons Act, 1933, there shall be substituted a reference to section twenty-eight of the
Children and Young Persons (Scotland) Act, 1937.

(8) In section eleven for paragraph (b) of subsection (1) there shall be substituted the
following paragraph—

“(b) whether there has been a failure to comply, as respects a sanitary
convenience or any washing facilities on that land, with the
requirements of section five of this Act”.

(9) For any reference to a sanitary authority there shall be substituted a reference to a
local authority.

(10) In this Act the following expressions have the meanings hereby assigned to them
respectively, that is to say—

" agricultural holding ", " fixed equipment " and " landlord " have the like
meanings as in the Agricultural Holdings (Scotland) Act, 1949 ;

" owner " has the like meaning as in the Public Health (Scotland) Act,
1897, and in the case of an agricultural unit occupied by a landholder within
the meaning of the Small Landholders (Scotland) Acts, 1886 to 1931, or a
crofter within the meaning of the Crofters (Scotland) Act, 1955, means that
landholder or crofter;

" local authority " means a county or town council;
" tort " means delict or quasi-delict;
" worker " means a person employed under a contract of service % or

apprenticeship or a person employed in accordance with the provisions of Part
III of the Children and Young Persons (Scotland) Act, 1937, and the Education
(Exemptions) (Scotland) Act, 1947, and " employer " and " employed " have
corresponding meanings;

" young person " means a person who is over school age for the purposes
of the Education (Scotland) Act, 1946, but who has not attained the age of
eighteen; and subsection (1) of section twenty-four shall have effect as if the
definitions of " agricultural holding " fixed equipment " landlord ", " sanitary
authority ", " worker " and " young person " were omitted.

26 Short title and extent

(1) This Act may be cited as the Agriculture (Safety, Health and Welfare Provisions) Act,
1956.

(2) This Act shall not extend to Northern Ireland.


