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Landlord and Tenant Act 1954
1954 CHAPTER 56 2 and 3 Eliz 2

PART IV

MISCELLANEOUS AND SUPPLEMENTARY

58 Termination on special grounds of tenancies to which Part II applies.

(1) Where the landlord’s interest in the property comprised in any tenancy belongs to or
is held for the purposes of a Government department, and the Minister or Board in
charge of any Government department certifies that for reasons of national security
it is necessary that the use or occupation of the property should be discontinued or
changed, then—

(a) if the landlord gives a notice under subsection (1) of section twenty-five of
this Act containing a copy of the certificate, [F1subsection] (6) of that section
shall not apply to the notice and no application for a new tenancy shall be
made by the tenant under [F2subsection (1) of] section twenty-four of this Act;

(b) if (whether before or after the giving of the certificate) the tenant makes a
request for a new tenancy under section twenty-six of this Act, and within
two months after the making of the request the landlord gives notice to the
tenant that the certificate has been given and the notice contains a copy of the
certificate,—

(i) the tenant shall not make an application under section twenty-four of
this Act for the grant of a new tenancy, and

(ii) if the notice specifies as the date on which the tenancy is to terminate
a date earlier than that specified in the tenant’s request as the date on
which the new tenancy is to begin but neither earlier than six months
from the giving of the notice nor earlier than the earliest date at which
apart from this Act the tenancy would come to an end or could be
brought to an end, the tenancy shall terminate on the date specified in
the notice instead of that specified in the request.

(2) Where the landlord’s interest in the property comprised in any tenancy belongs to or is
held for the purposes of a Government department, nothing in this Act shall invalidate
an agreement to the effect—
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(a) that on the giving of such a certificate as is mentioned in the last foregoing
subsection the tenancy may be terminated by notice to quit given by the
landlord of such length as may be specified in the agreement, if the notice
contains a copy of the certificate; and

(b) that after the giving of such a notice containing such a copy the tenancy shall
not be one to which Part II of this Act applies.

(3) Where the landlord’s interest in the property comprised in any tenancy is held by
statutory undertakers, nothing in this Act shall invalidate an agreement to the effect—

(a) that where the Minister or Board in charge of a Government department
certifies that possession of the property comprised in the tenancy or a part
thereof is urgently required for carrying out repairs (whether on that property
or elsewhere) which are needed for the proper operation of the landlord’s
undertaking, the tenancy may be terminated by notice to quit given by the
landlord of such length as may be specified in the agreement, if the notice
contains a copy of the certificate; and

(b) that after the giving of such a notice containing such a copy, the tenancy shall
not be one to which Part II of this Act applies.

(4) Where the court makes an order under Part II of this Act for the grant of a new tenancy
and the Minister or Board in charge of any Government department certifies that the
public interest requires the tenancy to be subject to such a term as is mentioned in
paragraph (a) or (b) of this subsection, as the case may be, then—

(a) if the landlord’s interest in the property comprised in the tenancy belongs to
or is held for the purposes of a Government department, the court shall on the
application of the landlord determine as a term of the new tenancy that such
an agreement as is mentioned in subsection (2) of this section and specifying
such length of notice as is mentioned in the certificate shall be embodied in
the new tenancy;

(b) if the landlord’s interest in that property is held by statutory undertakers,
the court shall on the application of the landlord determine as a term of the
new tenancy that such an agreement as is mentioned in subsection (3) of this
section and specifying such length of notice as is mentioned in the certificate
shall be embodied in the new tenancy.
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