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Post Office Act 1908
1908 CHAPTER 48 8 Edw 7

NEWSPAPERS

20 Publications which may be registered as newspapers

(1) For the purpose of the registration of newspapers under this Act, any publication
consisting wholly or in great part of political or other news, or of articles relating
thereto, or ' to other current topics, with or without advertisements, shall be deemed
a newspaper; subject to these conditions—

(a) that it be printed and published in the British Islands ;
(b) that it be published in numbers at intervals of not more than seven days ;
(c) that it have the full title and date of publication printed at the top of the first

page, and the whole or part of the title and the date of publication printed at
the top of every subsequent page.

(2) For the same purpose, the following shall be deemed a supplement to a newspaper,
(that is to say) a publication consisting wholly or in great part of matter like that of a
newspaper, or of advertisements, printed on a sheet or sheets or a piece or pieces of
paper, or consisting wholly or in part of engravings, prints, or lithographs illustrative
of articles in the newspaper ; the publication in every case being published with the
newspaper, and having the whole or part of the title of the newspaper printed at the
top of every page, or at the top of every sheet or side on which any such engraving,
print, or lithograph appears. Provided that—

(a) Post Office regulations may modify the foregoing provisions so far as
they apply to a supplement which consists wholly of engravings, prints, or
lithographs illustrative of articles in the newspaper; and

(b) All sheets of a supplement shall be put together in some one part of the
newspaper, whether gummed or stitched up with the newspaper or not.

(3) Although newspapers may be sent by post, it shall not be compulsory to send them
by post.
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21 Registration of newspapers at Post Office

(1) The proprietor or printer of any newspaper within the description aforesaid, and the
proprietor or printer of any publication which, regard being had to the proportion
of advertisements to other matter therein, is not within the description aforesaid, but
which was stamped as a newspaper before the fifteenth day of June one thousand eight
hundred and fifty-five, may register it at the General Post Office in London, at such
time in each year and in such form and with such particulars as the Postmaster-General
directs, paying on each registration such fee not exceeding five shillings as Post Office
regulations direct.

(2) The Postmaster-General may from time to time revise the register and remove
therefrom any publication not being a newspaper.

(3) The decision of the Postmaster-General on the admission to or removal from the
register of a publication shall be final, save that the Treasury may, if they think fit,
on the application of any person interested, reverse or modify the decision, and order
accordingly.

(4) Any publication for the time being on the register shall for the purposes of this Act
be deemed a registered newspaper.

22 Newspapers under arrangement or convention

A registered newspaper shall be deemed a newspaper for the purposes of any
arrangement or convention between His Majesty's Government and the government
of any British possession or foreign state for securing advantages for newspapers sent
by post.


