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Patents and Designs Act 1907
1907 CHAPTER 29

PART I

PATENTS

Application for and Grant of Patent

7 Investigation of previous specifications in United Kingdom on applications for
patents

(1) Where an application for a patent has been made and a complete specification has
been left, the examiner shall, in addition to the other inquiries which he is directed
to make by this Act, make a further investigation for the purpose of ascertaining
whether the invention claimed has been wholly or in part claimed or described in
any specification (other than a provisional specification not followed by a complete
specification) published before the date of the application, and left pursuant to any
application for a patent made in the United Kingdom within fifty years next before
the date of the application.

(2) If on investigation it appears that the invention has been wholly or in part claimed
or described in any such specification, the applicant shall be informed thereof, and
the applicant may, within such time as may be prescribed, amend his specification,
and the amended specification shall be investigated in like manner as the original
specification.

(3) If the comptroller is satisfied that no objection exists to the specification on the ground
that the invention claimed thereby has been wholly or in part claimed or described
in a previous specification as before mentioned, he shall, in the absence of any other
lawful ground of objection, accept the specification.

(4) If the comptroller is not so satisfied, he shall, after hearing the applicant, and unless
the objection is removed by amending the specification to the satisfaction of the
comptroller, determine whether a reference to any, and if so what, prior specifications
ought to be made in the specification by way of notice to the public.
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Provided that the comptroller, if satisfied that the invention claimed has been wholly
and specifically claimed in any specification to which the investigation has extended,
may, in lieu of requiring references to be made in the applicant's specification as
aforesaid, refuse to grant a patent.

(5) An appeal shall lie from the decision of the comptroller under this section to the law
officer.

(6) The investigations and reports required by this section shall not be held in any way to
guarantee the validity of any patent, and no liability shall be incurred by the Board of
Trade or any officer thereof by reason of, or in connexion with, any such investigation
or report, or any proceeding consequent thereon.


