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Patents and Designs Act 1907
1907 CHAPTER 29

PART III

GENERAL

Provisions as to Registers' and other Documents in Patent Office

66 Trust not to be entered in registers

There shall not be entered in any register kept under this Act, or be receivable by the
comptroller, any notice of any trust expressed, implied or constructive.

67 Inspection of and extracts from registers

Every register kept under this Act shall at all convenient times be open to the inspection
of the public, subject to the provisions of this Act and to such regulations as may be
prescribed ; and certified copies, sealed with the seal of the Patent Office, of any entry
in any such register shall be given to any person requiring the same on payment of
the prescribed fee.

68 Privilege of reports of examiners

Reports of examiners made under this Act shall not in any case be published or be open
to public inspection, and shall not be liable to production or inspection in any legal
proceeding, unless the court or officer having power to order discovery in such legal
proceeding certifies that such production or inspection is desirable in the interests of
justice, and ought to be allowed.

69 Prohibition of publication of specification, drawings, &c where application
abandoned, &c

(1) Where an application for a patent has been abandoned, or become void, the
specifications and drawings (if any) accompanying or left in connexion with such
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application shall not, save as otherwise expressly provided by this Act, at any time be
open to public inspection or be published by the comptroller.

(2) Where an application for a design has been abandoned or refused the application and
any drawings, photographs, tracings, representations, or specimens left in connexion
with the application shall not at any time be open to public inspection or be published
by the comptroller.

70 Power for comptroller to correct clerical errors

The comptroller may, on request in writing accompanied by the prescribed fee,—
(a) correct any clerical error in or in connexion with an application for a patent

or in any patent or any specification ;
(b) cancel the registration of a design either wholly or in respect of any particular

goods in connexion with which the design is registered ;
(c) correct any clerical error in the representation of a design or in the name or

address of the proprietor of any patent or design, or in any other matter which
is entered upon the register of patents or the register of designs.

71 Entry of assignments and transmissions in registers

(1) Where a person becomes entitled by assignment, transmission, or other operation of
law to a patent, or to the copyright in a registered design, the comptroller shall, on
request and on proof of title to his satisfaction, register him as the proprietor of a patent
or design.

(2) Where any person becomes entitled as mortgagee, licensee, or otherwise to any interest
in a patent or design, the comptroller shall, on request and on proof of title to his
satisfaction, cause notice of the interest to be entered in the prescribed manner in the
register of patents or designs, as the case may be.

(3) The person registered as the proprietor of a patent or design shall, subject to the
provisions of this Act and to any rights appearing from the register to be vested in any
other person, have power absolutely to assign, grant licences as to, or otherwise deal
with, the patent or design and to give effectual receipts for any consideration for any
such assignment, licence, or dealing : Provided that any equities in respect of the patent
or design may be enforced in like manner as in respect of any other personal property.

72 Rectification of registers by court

(1) The court may, on the application in the prescribed manner of any person aggrieved
by the non-insertion in or omission from the register of patents or designs of any entry,
or by any entry made in either such register without sufficient cause, or by any entry
wrongly remaining on either such register, or by an error or defect in any entry in
either such register, make such order for making, expunging, or varying such entry
as it may think fit.

(2) The court may in any proceeding under this section decide any question that it may
be necessary or expedient to decide in connexion with the rectification of a register.

(3) The prescribed notice of any application under this section shall be given to the
comptroller, who shall have the right to appear and be heard thereon, and shall appear
if so directed by the court.
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(4) Any order of the court rectifying a register shall direct that notice of the rectification
be served on the comptroller in the prescribed manner, who shall upon the receipt of
such notice rectify the register accordingly.


