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Merchant Shipping Act 1906
1906 CHAPTER 48

PART IV

PROVISIONS AS TO RELIEF AND REPATRIATION OF
DISTRESSED SEAMEN, AND SEAMEN LEFT BEHIND ABROAD

46 Mode of providing for return

(1) A seaman may be sent to a proper return port by any reasonable route, either by sea
or land, or partly by sea and partly by land.

(2) Provision shall be made for the return of the seaman as to the whole of the route if it is
by sea, or as to any part of the route which is by sea, by placing the seaman on board
a British ship which is in want of men to make up its complement, or, if that is not
practicable, by providing the seaman with a passage in any ship, British or foreign,
or with the money for his passage, and, as to any part of the route which is by land,
by paying the expenses of his journey and of his maintenance during the journey, or
providing him with means to pay those expenses,

(3) Where the master of a ship is required under this Part of this Act to provide for the
return of a discharged seaman to a proper return port, the master may, instead of
providing the seaman's passage, or the expenses of his journey, or of providing the
seaman with means to pay his passage or those expenses, deposit with the proper
authority such sum as that authority consider sufficient to defray the expenses of the
return of the seaman to a proper return port.

(4) The Board of Trade may, by the distressed seamen regulations, make such provision
as may be necessary for enabling the proper authority, and in the case of expenses
required to be incurred in the United Kingdom any officer named for the purpose by
the Board, to defray on behalf of the authority originally making arrangements for the
return of a distressed seaman to a proper return port any expenses on account of that
seaman which the authority originally acting in respect of him could defray, and any
expenses so incurred shall for the purposes of this Part of this Act relating to distressed
seamen be deemed to be expenses incurred on behalf of the distressed seaman.


