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Nationality and Borders Act 2022

2022 CHAPTER 36

PART 1

NATIONALITY
Registration of stateless minors

11 Citizenship: stateless minors

(1) Schedule 2 to the British Nationality Act 1981 (provisions for reducing statelessness)
is amended as follows.

(2) In the heading before paragraph 3, after “Persons” insert “aged 18 to 22”.

(3) In paragraph 3 (persons born in the United Kingdom or a British overseas territory
after commencement), in sub-paragraph (1)(b) after “he” insert “had attained the age
of eighteen but”.

(4) After paragraph 3 insert—

“Minors aged 5 to 17 born in the United Kingdom or a British overseas territory
after commencement

3A° (1) A person born in the United Kingdom or a British overseas territory
after commencement is entitled, on an application for the person to be
registered under this paragraph, to be so registered if—
(a) the person is and always has been stateless,
(b) on the date of the application, the person was a minor,

(c) the person was in the United Kingdom or a British overseas
territory (no matter which) at the beginning of the period of
five years ending with that date and (subject to paragraph 6) the
number of days on which the person was absent from both the
United Kingdom and the British overseas territories in that period
does not exceed 450, and
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(d) the Secretary of State is satisfied that the person is unable to
acquire another nationality in accordance with sub-paragraph (2).

(2) A person is able to acquire a nationality in accordance with this sub-
paragraph if—
(a) the nationality is the same as that of one of the person’s parents,

(b) the person has been entitled to acquire the nationality since birth,
and

(c) in all the circumstances, it is reasonable to expect the person (or
someone acting on their behalf) to take the steps which would
enable the person to acquire the nationality in question.

(3) For the purposes of sub-paragraph (2)(b), a person is not entitled to
acquire a nationality if its acquisition is conditional on the exercise of a
discretion on the part of the country or territory in question.

(4) A person entitled to registration under this paragraph—

(a) isto beregistered as a British citizen if, in the period of five years
mentioned in sub-paragraph (1), the number of days wholly or
partly spent by the person in the United Kingdom exceeds the
number of days wholly or partly spent by the person in the British
overseas territory;

(b) in any other case, is to be registered as a British overseas
territories citizen.”

(5) In paragraph 6 (supplementary), after “paragraph 3” insert *, 3A”.
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