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Skills and Post-16 Education Act 2022
2022 CHAPTER 21

PART 4

MISCELLANEOUS AND GENERAL

CHAPTER 1

CHEATING SERVICES PROVIDED FOR POST-16 STUDENTS AT ENGLISH INSTITUTIONS

27 Offence of providing or arranging a relevant service

(1) It is an offence for a person to provide, or arrange for another person to provide, in
commercial circumstances, a relevant service for a student in relation to a relevant
assignment.

(2) A person guilty of an offence under this section is liable on summary conviction to
a fine.

(3) In proceedings for an offence under subsection (1) it is a defence for the defendant to
prove, in relation to any of the matters mentioned in subsection (4), that the defendant
did not know, and could not with reasonable diligence have known, the matter.

(4) Those matters are—
(a) if material is provided to the student as a result of the relevant service, that

the student would or might use the material in completing all or part of the
assignment;

(b) that the student was required to complete the assignment personally;
(c) that the relevant service was not permitted assistance.

(5) A statement in the form of a written standard term of the contract or arrangement under
which the relevant service was provided or arranged—

(a) that the student would not use any material provided as a result of the relevant
service in completing all or part of the assignment,

(b) that the student was not required to complete the assignment personally, or
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(c) that the relevant service was permitted assistance,
is not, of itself, to be taken as sufficient evidence of a matter to be proved under
subsection (3).

(6) A student does not commit either of the following merely by making use of a relevant
service to complete all or part of an assignment—

(a) an offence under Part 2 of the Serious Crime Act 2007 where the offence that
the student intended or believed would be committed is an offence under this
section;

(b) an offence under this section committed by aiding, abetting, counselling or
procuring the commission of an offence under this section.

Commencement Information
I1 S. 27 in force at 28.6.2022, see s. 36(2)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/21/section/27
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2022/21/section/36/2


Skills and Post-16 Education Act 2022 (c. 21)
Document Generated: 2024-04-25

3

Changes to legislation: 
Skills and Post-16 Education Act 2022, Section 27 is up to date with all changes known to be in
force on or before 25 April 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future
date. Changes that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Act associated Parts and Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Act (including any effects on those
provisions):
– s. 19(2)(ga) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 4 para. 222
– s. 20(7)(ca) inserted by 2023 c. 55 Sch. 4 para. 223

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/55
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/55/schedule/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/55/schedule/4/paragraph/222
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/55
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/55/schedule/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2023/55/schedule/4/paragraph/223

