
Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects for
the Domestic Abuse Act 2021, Section 7. (See end of Document for details)

Domestic Abuse Act 2021
2021 CHAPTER 17

PART 2

THE DOMESTIC ABUSE COMMISSIONER

Functions of Commissioner

7 General functions of Commissioner

(1) The Commissioner must encourage good practice in—
(a) the prevention of domestic abuse;
(b) the prevention, detection, investigation and prosecution of offences involving

domestic abuse;
(c) the identification of—

(i) people who carry out domestic abuse;
(ii) victims of domestic abuse;

(iii) children affected by domestic abuse;
(d) the provision of protection and support to people affected by domestic abuse.

(2) The things that the Commissioner may do in pursuance of the general duty under
subsection (1) include—

(a) assessing, monitoring, and publishing information about, the provision of
services to people affected by domestic abuse;

(b) making recommendations to any public authority about the exercise of its
functions;

(c) undertaking or supporting (financially or otherwise) the carrying out of
research;

(d) providing information, education or training;
(e) taking other steps to increase public awareness of domestic abuse;
(f) consulting public authorities, voluntary organisations and other persons;
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(g) co-operating with, or working jointly with, public authorities, voluntary
organisations and other persons, whether in England and Wales or outside the
United Kingdom.

(3) Subject to subsection (4), the Commissioner may not do anything in pursuance of the
general duty under subsection (1) that—

(a) relates to a devolved Welsh authority, or
(b) otherwise relates to Welsh devolved matters.

(4) Subsection (3) does not prevent the Commissioner from—
(a) doing anything falling within subsection (2)(c), (d) or (e), to the extent that

the thing done does not relate to Welsh devolved matters;
(b) doing anything falling within subsection (2)(f) or (g);
(c) disclosing information to a devolved Welsh authority, or information which

relates to Welsh devolved matters, under section 18.

(5) For the purposes of this section something relates to Welsh devolved matters so far
as it relates to—

(a) any matter provision about which would be within the legislative competence
of Senedd Cymru if it were contained in an Act of Senedd Cymru, or

(b) (so far as it is not within paragraph (a)), any matter functions with respect to
which are exercisable by the Welsh Ministers, the First Minister for Wales,
the Counsel General to the Welsh Government or the Senedd Commission.

(6) In this section—
“devolved Welsh authority” has the meaning given by section 157A of the

Government of Wales Act 2006;
“public authority” means any public authority within the meaning of

section 6 of the Human Rights Act 1998, other than a court or tribunal.
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