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Children and Social Work Act 2017
2017 CHAPTER 16

PART 1

CHILDREN

CHAPTER 2

SAFEGUARDING OF CHILDREN

Local arrangements for safeguarding and promoting welfare of children

21 Combining safeguarding partner areas and delegating functions

After section 16I of the Children Act 2004 (inserted by section 20 of this Act) insert—

“16J Combining safeguarding partner areas and delegating functions

(1) The safeguarding partners for two or more local authority areas in England
may agree that their areas are to be treated as a single area for the purposes of
sections 16E to 16I and subsections (3) to (5) of this section.

(2) References in sections 16E to 16I and in subsections (3) to (5) of this section
to a local authority area are to be read in accordance with any agreement under
subsection (1).

(3) Where a local authority is a safeguarding partner for the same local
authority area as another local authority (as a result of an agreement under
subsection (1)), the authorities may arrange for one of them to carry out
functions under sections 16E to 16I on behalf of the other.

(4) Where a clinical commissioning group is a safeguarding partner for the same
local authority area as another clinical commissioning group, the groups may
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arrange for one of them to carry out functions under sections 16E to 16I on
behalf of the other.

(5) Where a chief officer of police is a safeguarding partner for the same area as
another chief officer of police, the officers may arrange for one of them to carry
out functions under sections 16E to 16I on behalf of the other.”


