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Investigatory Powers Act 2016
2016 CHAPTER 25

PART 2

LAWFUL INTERCEPTION OF COMMUNICATIONS

CHAPTER 2

OTHER FORMS OF LAWFUL INTERCEPTION

Interception for administrative or enforcement purposes

47 Postal services: interception for enforcement purposes

(1) The interception of a communication in the course of its transmission by means of a
public postal service is authorised by this section if it is carried out by an officer of
Revenue and Customs under section 159 of the Customs and Excise Management Act
1979, as applied by virtue of—

(a) section 105 of the Postal Services Act 2000 (power to open postal items etc.),
or

(b) that section and another enactment.

(2) The interception of a communication in the course of its transmission by means of a
public postal service is authorised by this section if it is carried out under paragraph
9 of Schedule 7 to the Terrorism Act 2000 (port and border controls) [F1or under
paragraph 9 of Schedule 3 to the Counter-Terrorism and Border Security Act 2019
(border security)] .
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