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CHILDREN AND FAMILIES ACT 2014

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

PART 3 - children and young people in england with special Educational Needs
OR DISABILITIES

Education, health and care plans

Section 37: Education, health and care plans

215. This section sets out what a local authority must do if the education, health and care
assessment in section 36 indicates that a child or young person requires an EHC plan
for their special educational provision.

216. The local authority is under a duty to make sure that an EHC plan is prepared and then
implemented. The EHC plan should specify the short and long term outcomes that it
is designed to help the child or young person to achieve and the special educational,
health and social care provision that will be made to support them. This could include,
for example, access to specialist teaching, speech and language therapy provision, and
short breaks.

217. The health care provision to be specified in the EHC plan is that which is reasonably
required by the learning difficulties and disabilities which result in the child or young
person having special educational needs. For example, health provision could include
therapies, such as occupational therapy, and equipment, such as wheelchairs and
continence supplies (see also section 21).

218. The social care provision to be specified in the EHC plan includes any social care
provision which must be made for a child or young person under 18 by the local
authority as a result of section 2 of the Chronically Sick and Disabled Persons Act 1970.
This could include practical assistance in the home or providing an outing for a child.

219. The social care provision to be specified in the EHC plan also includes other social care
provision which is reasonably required by the learning difficulty or disability which
results in the child or young person having special educational needs. This may include
provision made under section 17 of the Children Act which is not covered by the
Chronically Sick and Disabled Persons Act 1970, for example residential short breaks.
It may also include adult social care provision for young people aged 18-25 with EHC
plans.

220. Other health and social care provision may be included in plans, where local authorities
and health commissioners consider this would be beneficial to the child or young
person. For example, if a child with an EHC plan for significant dyslexia developed
an unrelated illness, it might make sense for them, their parents and the professionals
supporting them to co-ordinate their care through the EHC plan.

221. Further detail about the preparation (including time limits), content and maintenance
of an EHC plan may be set out in regulations.
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222. This section replaces, in England, section 324 of the Education Act 1996.
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