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Immigration Act 2014
2014 CHAPTER 22

PART 6

MISCELLANEOUS

Fees

[F170A Immigration skills charge

(1) The Secretary of State may by regulations provide for a charge to be imposed on—
(a) persons who make immigration skills arrangements, or
(b) any description of such persons.

(2) “Immigration skills arrangements” are arrangements made by a person (“the sponsor”)
with the Secretary of State with a view to securing that an individual who is not
exempt for the purposes of this section is granted entry clearance or leave to remain
in the United Kingdom to enable the individual to work for the sponsor in the United
Kingdom.

(3) Regulations under this section may in particular—
(a) impose a separate charge on a sponsor in respect of each individual in relation

to whom the sponsor makes immigration skills arrangements;
(b) specify the amount of any charge (and different amounts may be specified for

different purposes);
(c) make provision about when or how a charge may or must be paid to the

Secretary of State;
(d) make provision about the consequences of a sponsor failing to pay a charge;
(e) provide for exemptions from a charge;
(f) provide for the reduction, waiver or refund of part or all of a charge (whether

by conferring a discretion or otherwise).

(4) Sums paid by virtue of regulations under this section must—
(a) be paid into the Consolidated Fund, or
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(b) be applied in such other way as the regulations may specify.

(5) Regulations under this section may be made only with the consent of the Treasury.

(6) An individual is exempt for the purposes of this section if he or she is—
(a) a British citizen;

[
F2(aa)

an Irish citizen;]

[F3(b) a person who has leave to enter or remain in the United Kingdom granted by
virtue of residence scheme immigration rules.]

F4(c) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
F4(d) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(7) In this section “entry clearance” has the meaning given by section 33(1) of the
Immigration Act 1971 [F5and “residence scheme immigration rules” has the meaning
given by section 17 of the European Union (Withdrawal Agreement) Act 2020] .]
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