
Changes to legislation: Water Act 2014, Section 55 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or before 18
June 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made appear

in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

Water Act 2014
2014 CHAPTER 21

PART 1

WATER INDUSTRY

CHAPTER 5

MISCELLANEOUS

55 Modification of appointment and licence conditions

(1) The Water Services Regulation Authority may modify the conditions of appointment
of a company appointed under Chapter 1 of Part 2 of the Water Industry Act 1991 to
be a water or sewerage undertaker where it considers it necessary or expedient to do
so in consequence of provision made by or under this Part.

(2) The Authority may modify the conditions of a licence under Chapter 1A of Part 2 of
the Water Industry Act 1991 where it considers it necessary or expedient to do so in
consequence of provision made by or under this Part.

(3) Where the Authority modifies—
(a) conditions of appointment under subsection (1), or
(b) conditions of a licence under subsection (2),

it may make such incidental or consequential modifications of other conditions of the
appointment or, as the case may be, other conditions of the licence as it considers
necessary or expedient.

(4) Before making a modification under this section, the Authority must consult—
(a) the company holding the appointment or, as the case may be, the person

holding the licence;
(b) the Secretary of State;
(c) the Welsh Ministers;
(d) such other persons as the Authority thinks it appropriate to consult.
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(5) The power of the Authority to modify—
(a) the conditions of a company's appointment under subsection (1), or
(b) the conditions of a person's licence under subsection (2),

may not be exercised after the end of the period of two years beginning with the day
on which the provision in question comes into force.

(6) References in subsections (1) to (5) to provision made by or under this Part are to be
treated, where particular provision made by or under this Part comes into force on a
particular day for a particular purpose, as references to so much of such provision as
comes into force on a particular day.

(7) References in this section to provision made by or under this Part include references
to provision made under section 90 or 91 in connection with this Part.

(8) The Minister may give directions to the Authority for the purpose of securing that—
(a) the conditions of appointment of a water or sewerage undertaker are modified

under this section;
(b) the conditions of a licence under Chapter 1A of Part 2 of the Water Industry

Act 1991 are modified under this section.

(9) The Minister may direct the Authority not to make a modification that it proposes to
make under this section.

(10) The Authority must comply with a direction under subsection (8) or (9).

(11) In this section “the Minister” means—
(a) the Secretary of State, in relation to—

(i) a water or sewerage undertaker whose area is wholly or mainly in
England;

(ii) a person who holds a licence under Chapter 1A of Part 2 of the Water
Industry Act 1991;

(b) the Welsh Ministers, in relation to a water or sewerage undertaker whose area
is wholly or mainly in Wales.
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