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ELECTORAL REGISTRATION

AND ADMINISTRATION ACT 2013

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Schedules

Schedule 5: Transitional provision to do with Part 1

Part 3: Encouraging new applications

122. Paragraph 8states that a registration officer must, within a prescribed period, send
an invitation to make a new application for registration to all persons listed on the
register who have not made an application under the new system or have not had their
entitlement to remain registered confirmed under paragraph 4. An invitation does not
have to be sent where the officer has reason to believe that the person is no longer
resident at the relevant address.

123. Paragraph 9 relates to the timing of canvasses before and during the transition to
the new system. Sub-paragraph (1) enables the Minister to make an order postponing
canvasses in advance of the transition to the new system, and requiring canvass forms
to be sent out at a particular time. For example, the 2013 canvass could be postponed
so that it takes place in the first quarter of 2014.

124. Paragraphs 9(2) and (4) provide that the Minister may make an order postponing the
first canvass under the new system (the canvass forms for that canvass are to be sent
out at the same time as invitations under paragraph 8), and requiring canvass forms for
the second canvass under the new system to be sent out at a specified time.

125. Paragraph 9(6) stipulates that any order to postpone an old or new style canvass must
specify the period in which the canvass is to be carried out, and that that period must
not end later than the 1 April after it begins.

126. Paragraph 10 provides that registration officers need not send canvass forms for the
first new canvass to addresses at which people have been sent individual invitations to
register, or have had their entries confirmed under paragraph 4. However registration
officers must consider whether to send a canvass form despite there being no
requirement to do so.

127. Paragraph 11 stipulates that after the second new canvass under the new system a
registration officer must send an invitation to make a new application for registration
to all persons who have an entry on the register, but are not yet registered under the
new system (whether by making an application under the new system or by having their
entry confirmed under paragraph 4). This must be sent when the registration officer
receives a returned canvass form in respect of the person’s address or when the officer
realises that a canvass form will not be returned for that address, and at the latest at
the end of October in the year of the second new canvass. If the registration officer has
reason to believe that the person is no longer resident at the relevant address or if that
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person has made an application under the new system that has not yet been determined,
then no invitation need be sent.

128. Paragraph 12 allows further provision to be made about the invitations to be sent
to people under paragraphs 8 and 11. For example, regulations could require that a
registration officer who sends an individual invitation to an individual under paragraph
8, and chooses not to send a canvass form to that address in 2014, must include
additional blank application forms with that invitation, with a request to pass them to
any other residents at the address who have not received a personalised invitation.

129. Paragraph 13provides that a registration officer who invites a person to make a new
application under paragraph 8 or 11 may subsequently require the person to make a new
application by a specified date, and that if they fail to make an application a registration
officer may issue that person with a civil penalty. This is similar to the provision in
section 5 and Schedule 3 of this Act.

130. Paragraph 14provides that regulations under section 7(1) of the European
Parliamentary Elections Act 2002 may include provision for poll cards for the 2014
European Parliamentary elections to include information alerting electors to the
upcoming change in the registration system.

131. Paragraph 15 states that the reference to a person who has an entry on the register does
not apply to people who are registered under a special registration system. The system
for those people is set out in Parts 5 and 6 of this Schedule.
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