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PROTECTION OF FREEDOMSACT 2012

EXPLANATORY NOTES

THE ACT
Commentary on Sections
Part 7. Miscellaneous and gener al

Section 114: Removal of restrictions on timesfor marriage or civil partnership

455.  Thissection repeals section 4 of the Marriage Act 1949 and provisionsin section 17(2)
of the Civil Partnership Act 2004 which limit the time during which amarriage or civil
partnership can take place to between the hours of 8am and 6pm (subsections (1)(a) and
(3)). The section also removes the associated offencesin section 16(4) of the Marriage
Act 1949 and section 31(2)(ab) of the Civil Partnership Act 2004 if amarriage or civil
partnership takes place outside of these times (subsections (1)(b) and (4)). The effect
of the section isto allow a marriage or civil partnership to take place at any time of

the day or night.

456.  Subsection (2) makes a consequential amendment to section 16(4) of the Marriage
(Registrar General’s Licence) Act 1970 which disapplied the offence in section 16(4)
of the Marriage Act 1949 to a marriage solemnised on the authority of the Registrar

General's licence.
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