These notes refer to the Welfare Reform Act 2012
(c.5) which received Royal Assent on 8 March 2012

WELFARE REFORM ACT 2012

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS
Part 3. Other benefit changes

Section 74: State pension credit: carers

354.  Section 74 amends SPCA 2002 to change the entitlement conditions for the additional
amount of the guarantee credit in respect of caring responsibilities, to remove the
explicit link to carer’ s allowance in that Act.

355.  Currently aclaimant is entitled to the additional amount if the claimant or their partner
is entitled to carer’s alowance. Subsection (2) amends section 2(8) of SPCA 2002 so
that a claimant is entitled to the additional amount if they or their partner have regular
and substantial caring responsibilities. Subsection (3) amends section 17 of the SPCA
2002 to provide that the Secretary of State will prescribe what is meant by regular and
substantia caring responsibilitiesin regulations. Theintention isthat thisdefinition will
cover, but not be limited to, people entitled to carer’ s allowance.
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