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LOCALISM ACT 2011

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY

Part 7: Housing

Chapter 2: Social Housing: Tenure Reform

Sections 154 and 155: Flexible tenancies

377. Section 154 gives local authorities the power to offer flexible tenancies to new social
tenants and to family intervention tenants. A flexible tenancy is a secure tenancy of
a fixed term (not less than two years). Section 154 provides for the circumstances in
which a new tenancy will be a flexible tenancy. It also provides for the process by
which a landlord may offer and terminate a flexible tenancy as well as a tenant’s right
to terminate a tenancy or request a review of a landlord’s decision with regard to the
offer or termination process.

378. Section 155 provides that certain statutory rights to improve and to be compensated
for improvements will not apply to a flexible tenancy. The section also prescribes the
circumstances in which an introductory tenancy will, on coming to an end, become a
flexible tenancy. The section also prescribes that when a flexible tenancy is demoted,
on successful completion of the period of demotion, the landlord may grant another
flexible tenancy. These provisions will apply where prior written notice has been served
on the tenant advising them that the tenancy will become a flexible tenancy.
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