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LOCALISM ACT 2011

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY

Part 1: Local Government

Chapter 5: Governance

Section 21: New arrangements with respect to governance of English local
authorities

New section 9HB to 9HE: Mayoral elections

82. New section 9HB enables the Secretary of State to make regulations providing for the
timing of mayoral elections. It also empowers the Secretary of State to make provision
by regulations in relation to the term of office of elected mayors and the filling of
vacancies in the office of elected mayor.

83. New section 9HC and Schedule 2 to the 2000 Act describe the method for electing a
directly elected mayor. This will normally be by a supplementary vote system unless
there are fewer than three candidates where it will be by simple majority (first past the
post). Section 9HD provides that entitlement to vote at elections of elected mayors is
the same as the electoral franchise for local government elections.

84. New section 9HE provides for the Secretary of State to make regulations regarding the
conduct of elections for elected mayors. This includes a power to apply or modify any
statutory provision relating to the conduct of elections. Before making any regulations
under this section, the Secretary of State must consult the Electoral Commission.
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