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Equality Act 2010
2010 CHAPTER 15

PART 12

DISABLED PERSONS: TRANSPORT

CHAPTER 1

TAXIS, ETC.

161 Control of numbers of licensed taxis: exception

(1) This section applies if—
(a) an application for a licence in respect of a vehicle is made under section 37

of the Town Police Clauses Act 1847,
(b) it is possible for a disabled person—

(i) to get into and out of the vehicle in safety,
(ii) to travel in the vehicle in safety and reasonable comfort, and

(iii) to do the things mentioned in sub-paragraphs (i) and (ii) while in a
wheelchair of a size prescribed by the Secretary of State, and

(c) the proportion of taxis licensed in respect of the area to which the licence
would (if granted) apply that conform to the requirement in paragraph (b) is
less than the proportion that is prescribed by the Secretary of State.

(2) Section 16 of the Transport Act 1985 (which modifies the provisions of the Town
Police Clauses Act 1847 about hackney carriages to allow a licence to ply for hire to
be refused in order to limit the number of licensed carriages) does not apply in relation
to the vehicle; and those provisions of the Town Police Clauses Act 1847 are to have
effect subject to this section.

(3) In section 16 of the Transport Act 1985, after “shall” insert “ (subject to section 161
of the Equality Act 2010) ”.
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Commencement Information
I1 S. 161 partly in force; s. 161 not in force at Royal Assent see s. 216; s. 161 in force for certain

purposes at 1.10.2010 by S.I. 2010/2317, art. 2(1)(12)(a) (with art. 15)
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