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CORONERS AND JUSTICE ACT 2009

EXPLANATORY NOTES

THE ACT

Commentary on Sections

Part 1 - Coroners etc

Chapter 3: Coroner areas, appointments etc

Section 23 and Schedule 3: Appointment etc of senior coroners, area coroners and
assistant coroners

Part 4 - Terms of office of senior, area and assistant coroners

215. Part 4 of Schedule 3 introduces a new retirement age of 70 for coroners and sets out the
procedure for resignation from office. A coroner is no longer to be regarded as holding
a “freehold office”.

216. It also gives the Lord Chancellor the power to remove a senior coroner, area coroner
or assistant coroner from office if that coroner is incapable of performing his or her
functions or is guilty of misbehaviour. Before he or she can exercise this power, the
Lord Chancellor must have the agreement of the Lord Chief Justice.

217. Part 4 also provides for senior coroners, area coroners and assistant coroners to be
subject to the disciplinary provisions of Chapter 3 of Part 4 of the Constitutional Reform
Act 2005 (which includes the power for the Lord Chief Justice to issue reprimands).

218. It makes provision for the relevant authority for the area to pay salaries to senior
coroners and area coroners and fees to assistant coroners. The amount of these salaries
and fees is for the relevant coroner and the relevant authority to agree. If they fail
to reach an agreement the matter can be referred to the Lord Chancellor, who can
determine the amount.

219. This Part also requires the relevant authority for an area to make provision for pensions
for senior and area coroners.

220. Additional terms of office can be agreed between the appropriate authority and the
coroner.
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