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Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009
2009 CHAPTER 23

PART 9

COASTAL ACCESS

The coastal access duty

300 The English coast

(1) In this Part “the English coast” means the coast of England adjacent to the sea,
including the coast of any island (in the sea) comprised in England (other than an
excluded island).

(2) An island is “excluded” if it is neither—
(a) an accessible island, nor
(b) an island specified by the Secretary of State by order for the purposes of this

paragraph.

(3) An island is “accessible” if it is possible to walk to the island from the mainland of
England, or from another island within subsection (2)(a) or (b), across the foreshore
or by means of a bridge, tunnel or causeway.

(4) For the purposes of subsection (3), it is possible to walk to an island even if it is
possible to do so at certain times, or during certain periods, only.

(5) An island may be specified by an order under subsection (2)(b) only if the Secretary
of State is satisfied that the coast of the island is of sufficient length to enable the
establishment of one or more long-distance routes along its length capable of affording
the public an extensive journey on foot.

(6) For the purposes of the objective in section 296(2) (the English coastal route), the
means of access to an accessible island is (to the extent that it would not otherwise be
the case) to be regarded as part of the English coast.

(7) This section is subject to section 307 (Isles of Scilly).
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