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APPRENTICESHIPS, SKILLS,

CHILDREN AND LEARNING ACT 2009

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 8: the Qualifications and Curriculum Development Agency

Chapter 3: Functions in relation to curriculum, Early Years Foundation Stage and
assessment

Section 181: Curriculum

524. This section sets out the QCDA’s duties and powers with respect to the curriculum
in maintained schools in England for pupils who are of compulsory school age, and
pupils in maintained nursery schools. The requirements for the curriculum in such
schools are set out in section 78 of the Education Act 2002. It must be a balanced
and broadly based curriculum which promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental
and physical development of pupils at the school and of society, and which prepares
pupils at the school for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life.
The role of the QCDA in relation to the curriculum is similar to its general role in
relation to qualifications within its remit and includes a duty to keep all aspects of the
curriculum under review, a duty to provide advice or carry out research at the request
of the Secretary of State and the power to offer advice to the Secretary of State and to
conduct research when it considers it appropriate to do so. The QCDA may also publish
information relating to the curriculum.
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